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History B
Like all Latin American countries, Argentina has a tumultuous his k
one tainted by periods of despotic rule, corruption and hard times. L 1
Dirty War was an especially brutal era that occurred not so long ago, ail
still lives in the memory of many Argentines. Wild rollercoaster economi
woes are another hardship that Argentines have had to deal with over Ui
decades. But Argentina’s history is also illustrious, the story of a coun {1l
that fought off colonial rule from Spain and was once one of the worl¢
economic powerhouses. It’s about a country that gave birth to the tan
and to international icons such as the gaucho, Evita Per6n and Che Gu
vara. Understanding Argentina’s past is paramount to understanding
present and, most importantly, to understanding Argentines themsel
The following is just a brief introduction to the history of Argentina,
you'd like to read more, see p561 for some recommended titles. ’

Native Peoples ,
Many different native peoples ranged throughout what became Arge
tina. On the pampas lived the hunter-gather Querandi, and in the nor
the Guarani were semisedentary agriculturalists and fishermen. In.
Lake District and Patagonia, the Pehuenches and Puelches gathered b
pine nuts of the araucaria, while the Mapuche entered the region fr
the west as the Spanish pushed south. Today there are several Mapu
reservations, especially in the area around Junin de los Andes.
Until they were wiped out by Europeans, there were indigenous i
itants as far south as Tierra del Fuego (‘Land of Fire’), where the Selk'na
Haush, Yaghan and Alacaluf peoples lived as mobile hunters and gal n,'.
ers. Despite frequently inclement weather they wore little or no clothil
but constant fires kept them warm and gave the region its name. ‘M
Of all of Argentina, the northwest was the most developed. Several
digenous groups, notably the Diaguita, practiced irrigated agricultu
the valleys of the eastern Andean foothills. Inhabitants were influeng

10,000 7370
TIMELINE °BC BC
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Cueva de las Manos.
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Humans, having
crossed the Bering
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20,000 years earlier,
finally reach the area
of modern-day Argen-
tina. The close of one

world, begin popL
ing the southernn
islands of Tiel

of the world's greatest region this far back.  Fuego. Humans {
human migrations migrate no furt
nears. ”

by the Tiahanaco empire of Bolivia and by the great Inca empire, which
expanded south from Peru from the early 1480s. In Salta province the
ruined city of Quilmes is one of the best-preserved pre-Incan sites.

Enter the Spanish

Just over a decade after Christopher Columbus accidentally encoun-
lered the Americas, other European explorers began probing the Rio de
In Plata estuary. Most early explorations of the area were motivated by
rimors of vast quantities of silver. Spaniard Sebastian Cabot optimisti-
cally named the river the Rio de la Plata (River of Silver), and to drive the
fumors home, part of the new territory was even given the Latin name
lor silver (argentum,). But the mineral riches that the Spanish found in
(he Inca empire of Peru never panned out in this misnamed land.

The first real attempt at establishing a permanent settlement on the
estuary was made by Spanish aristocrat Pedro de Mendoza in 1536. He
linded at present-day Buenos Aires, but after the colonists tried pilfering
[ood from the indigenous Querandi, the natives turned on them violent-
ly. Within four years Mendoza fled back to Spain without a lick of silver,
ind the detachment of troops he left behind beat it upriver to the gentler
tnvirons of Asuncion, present-day capital of Paraguay.

Northwest Supremacy

Although Spanish forces reestablished Buenos Aires by 1580, it remained a
hickwater in comparison to Andean settlements founded by a separate and
more successful Spanish contingency moving south from Alto Pert (now
llolivia). With ties to the colonial stronghold of Lima and financed by the
honanza silver mine at Potosi, the Spanish founded some two dozen cities
s far south as Mendoza (1561) during the latter half of the 16th century.
The two most important centers were Tucuman (founded in 1565) and
(‘ordoba (1573). Tucuman lay in the heart of a rich agricultural region
und supplied Alto Perti with grains, cotton and livestock. Cérdoba be-

Maria del Buen Aire on
the Rio de la Plata. But
the Spaniards anger
the indigenous Quer-
andi, who soon drive
the settlers out.

Andean northwest. At
- the time, the region
was inhabited by
Argentina's most
-~ advanced indigenous
wiltures, including the
Diaguita and Tafi.

Spain's expansion into
present-day Argentina
from Alto Perd. Today
the city is the coun-
try's oldest permanent
settlement.
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The Mission
(1986), starring
Robert De Niro

and Jeremy
Irons, is an epic
film about the
Jesuit missions

and missionaries
in 18th-century
South America.

It's the perfect

tame an important educational center, and Jesuit missionaries estab- Kickoff for a
lished estancias (ranches) in the sierras to supply Alto Pert with mules, trip to northern
{oodstuffs and wine. Cérdoba’s Manzana Jesuitica (Jesuit Block) is now Argentina’s
(he finest preserved group of colonial buildings in the country, and sev- ANISSIONS:
oral Jesuit estancias in the Central Sierras are also preserved. These sites,
ulong with the central plazas of Salta (founded in 1582) and Tucumén,
hoast the finest colonial architecture. For more on the Jesuits, see p184.
Buenos Aires: Bootlegger To Boomtown
As the northwest prospered, Buenos Aires suffered the Crown’s harsh
festrictions on trade for nearly 200 years. But because the port was ideal
lor trade, frustrated merchants turned to smuggling, and contraband

AD 1480s 1536 1553 1561
" The Inca empire Pedro de Mendoza Francisco de Aguirre  The city of Mendoza is
oxpands into present- establishes Puerto establishes Santiago ~ founded by Spaniards

day Argentina’'s  Nuestra SefioraSanta  del Estero, furthering during their push to

establish access to the
Rio de la Plata, where

Spanish ships could
deliver more troops
and supplies.
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Argentina's
national beer,
Quilmes, is
named after the
now decimated
indigenous group
of northwest Ar-
gentina. It's also
the name of a city
in the province of
Buenos Aires.
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One of the best-
known contem-
porary accounts
of postindepend-
ence Argentina is
Domingo Faustino
Sarmiento's Life
in the Argentine
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trade with Portuguese Brazil and nonpeninsular European powers flow
ished. The wealth passing through the city fueled its initial growth.

With the decline of silver mining at Potosi in the late 18th century, th
Spanish Crown was forced to recognize Buenos Aires’ importance f(
direct transatlantic trade. Relaxing its restrictions, Spain made Buen¢
Aires the capital of the new viceroyalty of the Rio de la Plata ~ whig
included Paraguay, Uruguay and the mines at Potosi - in 1776.

The new viceroyalty had internal squabbles over trade and control
issues, but when the British raided the city in 1806 and again in 1807 (i
an attempt to seize control of Spanish colonies during the Napoleoni
Wars), the response was unified. Locals rallied against the invaders with:
out Spanish help and chased them out of town. ‘

The late 18th century also saw the emergence of the gauchos of the
pampas (see p114). The South American counterpart to North America
cowboys, they hunted wild cattle and broke in wild horses that had mu
tiplied after being left behind by expeditions on the Rio de la Plata. =

Independence & Infighting ‘
Toward the end of the 18th century, criollos (Argentine-born colonist
became increasingly dissatisfied and impatient with Spanish authority
The expulsion of British troops from Buenos Aires gave the people 0!
the Rio de la Plata new confidence in their ability to stand alone. A (
Napoleon invaded Spain in 1808, Buenos Aires finally declared its inde
pendence on May 25, 1810. }

Independence movements throughout South America soon united
expel Spain from the continent by the 1820s. Under the leadership @
General José de San Martin and others, the United Provinces of the Ri
de la Plata (the direct forerunner of the Argentine Republic) declare
formal independence at Tucuman on July 9, 1816.

Republic in the Despite achieving independence, the provinces were united in nam
Days of the only. With a lack of any effective central authority, regional disparitié
L Lk e within Argentina - formerly obscured by Spanish rule - became mor
Also superb 5 3 5 5 3 8
is his seminal obvious. This resulted in the rise of the caudillos (local strongmen),
classic, Facundo, resisted Buenos Aires as strongly as Buenos Aires had resisted Spain.
Or Civilization & Argentine politics was divided between the Federalists of the interiol
Barbarism (1845).  \who advocated provincial autonomy, and the Unitarists of Buenos Aire:
F—ho upheld the city’s central authority. For nearly 20 years bloody con
flicts between the two factions left the country nearly exhausted. i
The Reign of Rosas
In the first half of the 19th century Juan Manuel de Rosas came to promis
nence as a caudillo in Buenos Aires province, representing the interest
of rural elites and landowners. He became governor of the province il
1565 1573 1580
Diego de Villarroel ~ The city of Cordoba is Buenos Airesis  Jesuits begin build
founds the city of San founded by Tucuman re-establishedby  missions in nortl
Miguel de Tucuman Governor Jerénimo Spanish forces, but
(referred to today Luis de Cabrera, the city remains a
simply as Tucuman),  establishing animpor- backwater for years,
Argentina’s third- tant link on the trade  in comparison with the
oldest. The citywas  routes between Chile growing strongholds
relocated further east and Alto Peri.  of Mendoza, Tucuman  digenous Guaran
120 years later. and Santiagodel  settlements kno
Estero. reduccit

1829 and, while he championed the Federalist cause, he also helped cen-
Iralize political power in Buenos Aires and proclaimed that all interna-
lional trade be funneled through the capital. His reign lasted more than
20 years (to 1852), and he set ominous precedents in Argentine political
life, creating the infamous mazorca (his ruthless political police force)
and institutionalizing torture.

Under Rosas, Buenos Aires continued to dominate the new country, but
his extremism turned many against him, including some of his strongest
ullies. Finally, in 1852, a rival caudillo named Justo José de Urquiza (once
i staunch supporter of Rosas) organized a powerful army and forced Ro-
sas from power. Urquiza’s first task was to draw up a constitution, which
was formalized by a convention in Santa Fe on May 1, 1853.

The Fleeting Golden Age

llected the Republic of Argentina’s first official president in 1862, Bar-
lolomé Mitre was concerned with building the nation and establishing
infrastructure. His goals, however, were subsumed by the War of the Tri-
ple Alliance (or Paraguayan War), which lasted from 1864 to 1870. Not

MORE HISTORICAL READS

The most comprehensive, though not necessarily most readable, book on Argentine history
is David Rock’s Argentina 1516-1987: From Spanish Colonization to Alfonsin (1987). It's worth

the grunt.

Gargantuan in size and vast in scope, The Argentina Reader (2002), edited by Gabriella
Nouzeilles and Graciela Montaldo, is a thorough compilation of some of the most important

essays, excerpts and stories from Argentine history and culture.

For an interpretation of the gaucho's role in Argentine history, check out Richard W

Slatta's book Gauchos and the Vanishing Frontier (1983).

Take a more personalized look into Argentina's past with Monica Szurmuk’s Women in
Argentina (2001), a collection of travel narratives by women - both Argentine and foreign —

who traveled here between 1850 and 1930.
Journalist Horacio Verbitsky's book The Flight: Confessions of an Argentin
(1996) was based on interviews with former Navy Captain Adolfo Scilingo, wi

e Dirty Warrior
ho acknowl-

edged throwing political prisoners into the Atlantic. In 2005 Scilingo was found guilty of

numerous counts of human-rights abuses.

Argentine writer Uki Gonii's The Real Odessa (2002) is the best and probably most me-

ticulously researched book about Argentina's harboring of Nazi war criminal
Perén administration.

s during the

Jacobo Timerman, an Argentine publisher and journalist who was outwardly critical of
the 1976-83 military regime, was arrested and tortured by the military. He details the expe-
fience in his esteemed memoir Prisoner Without a Name, Cell Without a Number (1981).

1767 1776 1806-07 May 25 1810
The Spanish Crownex-  Spain names Buenos Attempting toseize  Buenos Aires declares
pels the Jesuits from  Aires the capital of the control of Spanish its independence

all of New Spain, and
the mission communi-
ties decline rapidly.

new viceroyalty of the
Rio de la Plata. The
territory includes the
areas of present-day
Paraguay, Uruguay
and the mines at
Potosi (Bolivia).

colonies, British forces

raid Buenos Aires
in 1806 and in 1807. i
Buenos Aires militias
defeat British troops
without Spain's help,
which kindles ideas of
independence.

from Spain on May
25, although actual
ndependence is still

several years off. The
city names the Plaza

de Mayo in honor of
the event.
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until Domingo Faustino Sarmiento, an educator and journalist from Si
Juan, became president did progress in Argentina really Kick in.
Buenos Aires’ economy boomed and immigrants poured in frof
Spain, Italy, Germany and Eastern Europe. The new residents worke
in the port area, lived tightly in the tenement buildings and develop
Buenos Aires’ famous dance - the tango - in the brothels and smol
nightclubs of the port (see p576). Elsewhere in the country, Basque
Irish refugees became the first shepherds, as both sheep numbers an
wool exports increased nearly tenfold between 1850 and 1880. i
Still, much of the southern pampas and Patagonia were inaccessil
for settlers because of resistance from indigenous Mapuche and ‘&
huelche. In 1878, General Julio Argentino Roca carried out an extermir
tion campaign on the indigenous people in what is known as the Col !
quista del Desierto (Conquest of the Desert). The campaign doubled th
area under state control and opened Patagonia to settlement and sheeps
By the turn of the 20th century Argentina had a highly developed |
network (financed largely by British capital), fanning out from Buend
Aires in all directions. Still, the dark cloud of a vulnerable economy loome
Industry could not absorb all the immigration, labor unrest grew and in
ports surpassed exports. Finally, with the onset of the world-wide Gre
Depression, the military took power under conditions of considerable soi "
unrest. An obscure but oddly visionary colonel, Juan Domingo Perén, ".‘
the first leader to try to come to grips with the country’s economic crisis,

Juan Perén
Juan Perén emerged in the 1940s to become Argentina’s most revered, ¢
well as most despised, political figure. He first came to national pro
nence as head of the National Department of Labor, after a 1943 militar
coup toppled civilian rule. With the help of Eva Duarte (‘Evita’), his sé
ond wife (see p563), he ran for and won the presidency in 1946. i

During previous sojourns in fascist Italy and Nazi Germany, Perén h i
grasped the importance of spectacle in public life and also developed hil
own brand of watered-down Mussolini-style fascism. He held massive ra
lies from the balcony of the Casa Rosada, with the equally charismaf
Evita at his side. Although they ruled by decree rather than consent, th
Peroéns legitimized the trade-union movement, extended political rights t
working-class people, secured voting rights for women and made univel
sity education available to any capable individual. Of course, many of the§
social policies made him disliked by conservatives and the rich classes. i

Economic hardship and inflation undermined Juan Perdén’s secont
presidency in 1952, and Evita’s death the same year dealt the country
blow and the president’s popularity. In 1955 a military coup sent him ini
exile in Spain and begun nearly 30 years of catastrophic military rule.

‘PERC)N

A fascinating,
fictionalized ver-
sion of the life of
ex-president Juan
Perdn, culminat-

ing in his return
to Buenos Aires
in 1973, is Tomas

Eloy Martinez'
The Perén Novel

(1998).

July 9 1816

After successful inde-
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America, the United
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Tucuman.
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Argentine Confed- first constitutio
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EVITA, LADY OF HOPE

‘I will come again, and | will be millions.
Eva Per6n, 1952
From her humble origins in the pampas, to her rise to power beside President Juan Perén,
Marfa Eva Duarte de Perén is one of the most revered political figures on the planet. Known
affectionately to all as Evita, she is Argentina’s beloved First Lady, in some ways even
eclipsing the legacy of her husband, who governed Argentina from 1946 to 1955.

At the age of 15 Eva Duarte left her hometown of Junin for Buenos Aires, looking for
work as an actor, but eventually landing a job in radio. Her big chance came in 1944,
when she attended a benefit at Buenos Aires’ Luna Park. Here Duarte met Colonel Juan
Perén, who fell in love with her; they were married in 1945.

Shortly after Perén won the presidency in 1946, Evita went to work in the office of
the Department of Labor and Welfare. During Perén’s two terms, Evita empowered her
husband both through her charisma and by reaching out to the nation’s poor, who came
to love her dearly. She built housing for the poor, created programs for children and
distributed clothing and food items to needy families. She campaigned for the aged, of-
fered health services to the poor and advocated for a law extending suffrage to women.

Perén won his second term in 1952, but that same year Evita — at age 33 and the
height of her popularity — died of cancer. It was a blow to Argentina and her husband's
presidency.

Although remembered for extending social justice to those she called the country’s
descamisados (shirtless ones), the Evita and her husband ruled with an iron fist. They
jailed opposition leaders and newspapers, and banned Time magazine when it referred
to her as an ‘illegitimate child’ However, there is no denying the extent to which she
empowered women at all levels of Argentine society and helped the country's poor.

Today Evita enjoys near-saint status. Get to know her at Museo Evita (p62), or visit
her tomb in the Recoleta cemetery (p59). You can also read her ghostwritten autobiog-
raphy La razén de mi vida (My Mission in Life; 1951).

Q3YV3IddVYSIAQ IHL ® YYM ALYIQ IHL AYOLSIH

During his exile, Per6n plotted his return to Argentina. In the late

1960s increasing economic problems, strikes, political kidnappings and
puerrilla warfare marked Argentine political life. In the midst of these
events, Peron returned to Argentina and was voted president again in
1073; however, after an 18-year exile, there was no substance to his rule.
(‘hronically ill, Per6n died in mid-1974, leaving a fragmented country to
his ill-qualified third wife, Isabel.

The Dirty War & the Disappeared

In the late 1960s and early *70s, antigovernment feeling was rife, and
ulreet protests often exploded into all-out riots. Armed guerrilla organiza-
llons emerged as radical opponents of the military, the oligarchies and

1862 1865 1865-70 1868
Bartolomé Mitre is More than 150 Welsh The War of the Triple Domingo Faustino
elected president  immigrants, traveling Alliance is fought ~ Sarmiento, an educa-
of the newly titled aboard the clipper ~ between Paraguay and  tor and journalist from

the allied countries of
Argentina, Brazil and

Mimosa, land in Pat-
agonia and establish

San Juan, is elected
president. He encour-

ize the country by  Argentina's first Welsh Uruguay. Paraguay ages immigration to
- expanding therailway ~ colony in the province is defeated and loses Argentina, ramps up
network, creating a na- of Chubut. territory. public education and

pushes to Europeanize

system, and more. the country.
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as Italian and Spanish

immigrants floodin,  Gaucho Martin Fierro' :
and Buenos Aires’  (1872) and ‘La Vuelta of gaucho literature
population grows from de Martin Fierro'  €voking the spln't of the
90,000 to 670,000. (1879). gaucho and its impact

US influence in Latin America. With increasing official corruption exaci
bating Isabel’s incompetence, Argentina found itself plunged into chaos,

On March 24, 1976, a military coup led by army general Jorge Rafa
Videla took control of the Argentine state apparatus and ushered in
period of terror and brutality. Videla’s sworn aim was to crush the gues
rilla movements and restore social order. During what the regime euph
mistically labeled the Process of National Reorganization (known as I
Proceso), security forces went about the country arresting, torturing an
killing anyone on their hit list of suspected leftists.

During the period between 1976 and 1983, often referred to as th
Guerra Sucia or Dirty War, human-rights groups estimate that any
where from 10,000 to 30,000 people ‘disappeared.” Ironically, the Di
War ended only when the Argentine military attempted a real milita
operation: liberating the Falkland Islands (Islas Malvinas) from Bril
ish rule.

Hector Olivera's
1983 film Funny
Dirty Little War
is an unsettling
but excellent
black comedy
set in a fictitious
town just before
the 1976 military
coup.

LAS MADRES DE LA PLAZA DE MAYO

In 1977, after a year of brutal human-rights violations under the leadership of General = =
Jorge Rafael Videla, 14 mothers marched into the Plaza de Mayo in Buenos Aires. They
did this despite the military government's ban on public gatherings and despite its repu-

now-iconic white head scarves, demanded information about their missing children, who
had ‘disappeared' as part of the government's efforts to quash political opposition.

The group, which took on the name Las Madres de la Plaza de Mayo (The Mothers of
Plaza de Mayo), developed into a powerful social movement and was the only political or=
ganization that overtly challenged the military government. Las Madres were partlcularty? 1
effective as they carried out their struggle under the banner of motherhood, which made
them relatively unassailable in Argentine culture. Their movement showed the power of
women - at least in a traditional role - in Argentine culture, and they are generally cred-
ited with helping to kick start the reestablishment of the country’s civil society. i

After Argentina’s return to civilian rule in 1983, thousands of Argentines were still unac{
counted for, and Las Madres continued their marches and their demands for informatio
and retribution. In 1986 Las Madres split into two factions. One group, known as the Linea"‘
Fundadora (Founding Line), dedicated itself to recovering the remains of the disappeared
and to bringing military perpetrators to justice. The other, known as the Asociacién Ma-
dres de Plaza de Mayo held its last yearly protest in January 2006, saying it no longer had
an enemy in the presidential seat. Both groups, however, still hold silent vigils every Thurs=
day afternoon in remembrance of the disappeared — and to protest other social causes.

For more information see www.madres.org.ar and www.abuelas.org.ar.

1869-95 1872-79 1926
The Argentine  José Hernandez pub- ;
economy booms, im- lishes his epic poem, Novelist and poet
migration skyrockets ‘El Gaucho Martin Ricardo Gliraldes

publishes Don Segundo

Fierro,"in two parts: ‘El ;
4 Sombra, a classic work

The tango emerges in on Argentine society.

Buenos Aires.

The Falklands/Malvinas War

In late 1981 General Leopoldo Galtieri assumed the role of president.
To stay in power amid a faltering economy and mass social unrest,
(ialtieri played the nationalist card and launched an invasion in April
1982 to dislodge the British from the Falkland Islands, which had been
claimed by Argentina as its own Islas Malvinas for nearly a century
and a half.

However, Galtieri underestimated the determined response of Brit-
ish Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher. After only 74 days Argentina’s
ill-trained, poorly motivated and mostly teenaged forces surrendered
ignominiously. The military regime collapsed, and in 1983 Argentines
clected civilian Ratl Alfonsin to the presidency.

Aftermath of the Dirty War

In his successful 1983 presidential campaign, Alfonsin pledged to pros-
ccute military officers responsible for human-rights violations during
the Dirty War. He convicted high-ranking junta officials for kidnap-
ping, torture and homicide, but when the government attempted to
(ry junior officers, these officers responded with uprisings in several
different parts of the country. The timid administration succumbed
to military demands and produced the Ley de la Obediencia Debida
(Law of Due Obedience), allowing lower-ranking officers to use the
defense that they were following orders, as well as the Ley de Punto
Iinal (Full Stop Law), declaring dates beyond which no criminal or
civil prosecutions could take place. At the time, these measures elimi-
nated prosecutions of notorious individuals; in 2003, however, they
were repealed. Dirty War crime cases have since been reopened, and in
recent years several officers have been convicted for Dirty War crimes.
Despite these arrests, however, many of the leaders of El Proceso re-
main free, both in Argentina and abroad.

The Menem Years

(arlos Satul Menem was elected president in 1989, and quickly em-
barked on a period of radical free-market reform. In pegging the peso
o the US dollar, he effectively created a period of false economic sta-
bility, one that would create a great deal of upward mobility among
Argentina’s middle class. However, his policies are widely blamed for
Argentina’s economic collapse in 2002, when the overvalued peso was

i) eTTIpissteedudte T
The Falklands
War is still
a somewhat
touchy subiject in
Argentina. If the
subject comes up,
try to call them
‘Malvinas’ instead
of ‘Falklands, as
many Argentines
have been taught
from a young
age that these
islands have
always belonged
to Argentina
ARSI FETEG TR
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Nunca Mas
(Never Again;
1984), the official
report of the
National Com-
mission on the
Disappeared,
systematically
details military
abuses from 1976
to 1983 - during
Argentina’s Dirty

considerably devalued. War.
Menem’s presidency was characterized by the privatization of state- = s—
owned companies - and a few scandals. In 2001 he was charged with
illegally dealing arms to Croatia and Ecuador and placed under house
arrest. After five months of judicial investigation, the charges were
1952 1955 1976-83 1982
Eva Perén dies of After the economy Under the leadership With the economy on

slides into recession
President Perén loses
further political clout
and is finally thrown
from the presidency
and exiled to Spain
after another military
coup.

cancer on July 26 at
age 33, one year into
her husband’s second
term as president. Her
death would severely
weaken the political
might of her husband.

of General Jorge
Videla, a military junta
takes control of Ar-
gentina, launching the
country into the Dirty
War. In eight years

an estimated 30,000
people ‘disappear.’

the brink of collapse
once again, General
Leopoldo Galtieriin-

vades the Falkland

Islands/Islas Malvinas,

unleashing a wave
of nationalism and

distracting the country

from its problems.
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A bit of trivia:
Carlos Menem's
Syrian ancestry
earned him the
nickname 'El
Turco' (The Turk).
And in 2001 he
married Cecilia
Bolocco, a former
Miss Universe
who was 35 years
his junior; they're
now separated.
LA AP IR ST T

RS RETE RV
At least two
terms came
about due to
Argentina’s

£conomic Crisis:
el corralito (a

small enclosure)

refers to the cap

dropped; the following day he announced he would run again for pr
dent. In 2003 he did, only to withdraw after the first round. A faj
2007 bid for governor of his home province of La Rioja has pretty mui
written him off politics.

‘La Crisis’
Fernando de la Rua succeeded Menem in the 1999 elections, inheritii
an unstable economy and US$114 billion in foreign debt. With the A
gentine peso pegged to the US dollar, Argentina was unable to comp ~
on the international market and exports slumped. A further declma
international prices of agricultural products pummeled the Argentin
economy, which depended heavily on farm-product exports. A

By 2001 the Argentine economy teetered on the brink of collapse, ail
the administration, with Minister of Economy Domingo Cavallo at th
wheel, took measures to end deficit spending and slash state spendir
After attempted debt swaps and talk of devaluing the peso, middle- :
Argentines began emptying their bank accounts. Cavallo responded
placing a cap of US$250 per week on withdrawals, but it was the be
ning of the end.

By mid-December unemployment hit 18.3% and unions began a I
tionwide strike. Things came to a head on December 20 when middlt
class Argentines took to the streets in protest of De la Rua’s hand "
of the economic situation. Rioting spread throughout the country @
President de la Rua resigned. Three interim presidents had reslgnedw
the time Eduardo Duhalde took office in January 2002, becoming i
fifth president in two weeks. Duhalde devalued the peso and announcé
that Argentina would default on US$140 billion in foreign debt, the bl
gest default in world history. ]

Néstor Kirchner p

i

itrocities committed during the Dirty War. He took a heavy stance
igainst government corruption and steered the economy away from
strict alignment with the US (realigning it with that of Argentina’s
South American neighbors). And in 2005 he paid off Argentina’s entire
ebt to the IMF in a single payment. By the end of Kirchner’s presi-
dency in 2007, unemployment had fallen to just under 9% - from a
high of nearly 25% in 2002.

When the presidential seat went up for grabs in 2007, Argentines ex-
pressed their satisfaction with Kirchner’s policies by electing his wife,
well-known Senator Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner, as president. Cris-
lina won the presidency with a whopping 22% margin over her nearest
challenger and became Argentina’s first elected female president.

‘La Presidenta’

When Cristina became ‘la Presidenta; she faced two major challenges:
lackling poverty and curbing inflation. Unlike her husband Néstor’s suc-
cessful tenure, however, hers has been rocky one peppered with scandals,
lux bungles and rollercoaster approval ratings.

During her first days as president, a Venezuelan-American entering
Argentina from Venezuela was found with almost US$800,000 cash in
his suitcase. Time magazine wrote that US attorneys claimed this was
lugo Chavez’ way of aiding Kirchner’s election campaign, an allegation
Ihe Venezuelan president denied.

In March 2008 Kirchner significantly raised the export tax on soy-
beans, infuriating farmers who soon went on strike and blockaded high-
ways; the tax was later rescinded. Then in June 2009, her power base
was shattered when her ruling party lost its majority in both houses of
(ongress in the mid-term elections.

And in October 2010, Cristina was dealt a personal blow - her hus-
band Néstor died suddenly of a heart attack. The country rallied around

I CRISTINA

Cristina Kirchner
chooses Argen-
tina's economy
minister, Amado
Boudou, as a
running mate; the
rugged Boudou
drives a Harley-
Davidson and
jams with famous
musicians on his
Fender Telecaster

Duhalde’s Minister of Economy, Roberto Lavagna, negotiated a deal wil hier, however, and th : : - :
laced on cash s sympathy towards her (al »ONO-
wihdrawals from  the IMF in which Argentina would pay only the interest on its debl my) helped her easily V\Iz)in tli,e presidential(ref)erllegcriv(l)ﬁ1 iﬁ g&gﬁf;&%ﬂo _g“liar-
bank accounts Simultaneously, devaluation of the peso meant that Argentina’s produg For more recent news on Cristina and Argentina, see p556 :
during ‘La Crisis,  were suddenly affordable on the world market, and by 2003 exports we » 568 D000
while cacerolazo  hooming. The surge was great for the country’s GNP, but prices at ho
L;Zgg};ﬁi:ﬂi g §kyrocketed, plunging more of Argentina’s already shaken middle cla
pan) is the street  10tO poverty. A
protest where A presidential election was finally held in April 2003, and Santa Cr
angry people Governor Néstor Kirchner emerged victoriously after his oppone et
bangpotsand  former president Carlos Menem, bowed out of the election.
pals: By the end of his term in 2007, Kirchner had become one of ..’
gentina’s most popular presidents. He reversed amnesty laws thi
protected members of the 1976-83 junta against being charged
1983 1999-2000 2003 2007 2010 2011
After the failure of the Fernando de laRua Nestor Kirchner is Former First Lady Néstor Kirchner dies Cristina Kirchner
Falklands War and with succeeds Menem as elected president of Cristina Fernéndez suddenly, dealinga ~ wins the presidential
an economy on the g president, inheriting : Argentina after Carlos  de Kirchner is elected serious blow to the re-election race;
skids, Ratl Alfonsin 5 afailingeconomy. andArgentina Menem bows out of president; KicbhHier dyhast TG i eﬁa
is elected the first ¢ Agricultural exports onaUS$14 the presidential race, Many thought h)g under; i Sf Gi
civilian leader of the o slump and strikes internationa | (lespite winning more would run for presi-  sur, goefstsuccess .
country since 1976. 2 beginthroughout  (US$800 milli Btes i the firstround oat i o0l g iy BELY aties aeancer
£ thecountry. The IMF to the Worl obelections. K y cale:
2 grantsArgentina  thelargestd D
2 US$40 million in aid.

» Raul Alfonsin
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Argentina's
workforce is more
than 40% female,
and women
currently occupy
over a third
of Argentina's
congressional
seats.
RS STER T

s
Argentines
almost always
exchange a kiss
on the cheek in
greeting — even
among men.

In formal and
business situa-
tions, though, it is
better to go with
a handshake
ISR TSRy

Throughout Latin America, Argentines endure a reputation fc.)r heln
cocky. ‘How does an Argentine commit suicide?’ goes the old joke. '
jumping off his ego’ . e
Traveling to Argentina, you'll find a nugget of truth in this stereoty|
But you'll also realize that a warm and gregarious social nature more
curately defines the Argentine psyche. Argentines are some of the m
welcoming and endearing folks on the planet. i
Opinionated, brash and passionate, they’re quick to engage in conv ‘
sation and will talk after dinner or over coffee until the wee hours of U
morning. Argentina’s most visible customs are entirely social in nal
Look no further than the ritual of drinking mate, and their famous asa
(barbecue). ,
While Argentines are friendly and passionate they also have a su
broodiness to their nature, especially portefios (residents of Buent
Aires). This stems from a pessimism Argentines have acquirefl watchil
their country, one of the world’s economic powerhouses during the' la
19th and early 20th centuries, descend into a morass of internatio 0
debt. They've endured military coups and severe government repi
sion - while witnessing their beloved Argentina plundered by corru
politicians. ;
But the broodiness is just a part of the picture. Add everything {
gether and you get a people who are fun, fiery, opinionated and prou
And you’ll come to love them for it.

Lifestyle
Although Buenos Aires holds more than one-third of the country’s popt
lation, it’s surprisingly unlike the rest of Argentina or, for that matl _‘
much of Latin America. As is the case throughout the country, one’s ¢
style in the capital depends mostly on money. A modgm ﬂ;t rented b
a young advertising creative in Buenos Aires’ Las Canitas nel.ghborh' 0
differs greatly from a family home in one of the city’s impm{erlshed
(shantytowns), where electricity and clean water are luxuries.

Geography and ethnicity also play important roles. Both of these Bu
nos Aires homes have little in common with that of an indigenous fa i;
living in an adobe house in a desolate valley of the Andean Northwe
where life is eked out through subsistence agriculture and earth godde!
Pachamama outshines Evita as a cultural icon. In regions such as v‘w
pampas, Mendoza province and Patagonia, a provincial friendliness a:}
rounds a robust, outdoor lifestyle. _

Argentina has a relatively large middle class, though it’s been shrinl
ing significantly in recent years, and poverty has grown. On the o h
side of the spectrum, wealthy city dwellers have moved into countrie
(gated communities) in surprising numbers.

One thing that all Argentines have in common is their devotion 1
family. The Buenos Aires advertising exec joins family for weekend dinner

SOCIAL DOS & DON'TS

When it comes to social etiquette in Argentina, knowing a few intricacies will keep you on

the right track.
Dos

» Greet people you encounter with buenos dfas (good morning), buenas tardes (good

afternoon) or buenas noches (good evening).

»In small villages, greet people on the street and when walking into a shop.

» Accept and give besos (kisses) on the cheek.

» Use usted (the formal term for ‘you') when addressing elders and in formal

situations.

» Dress for the occasion; only tourists and athletes wear shorts in Buenos Aires.

Don’ts

» Don't refer to the Islas Malvinas as the Falkland Islands, and don't talk to strangers

about the Dirty War.

» Don't suggest that Brazil is better than Argentina at futbol, or that Pelé is better

than Maradona. And don't refer to fitbol as soccer.

» Don't show up at bars before midnight, or nightclubs before 3am. or dinner parties

right on time (be fashionably late).

» Don't refer to people from the United States as Americans or americanos: use the
term estadounidenses instead. Some Latin Americans consider themselves ‘Ameri-

can’ (literally from America, whether it be North, Central or South).

iand the cafe owner in San Juan meets friends out at the family estancia
(ranch) for a Sunday asado. Children commonly live with their parents
until they’re married, especially within poorer households.

The Sporting Life

Iitbol (soccer) is an integral part of Argentines’ lives, and on game day
you'll know it by the cheers and yells emanating out of shops and cafes.
T'he national team has been to the World Cup final four times and has
(riumphed twice, in 1978 and 1986. The Argentine team also won Olym-
pic gold twice, at the 2004 and 2008 games. The most popular teams are
Boca Juniors and River Plate (there are around two-dozen professional
lcams in Buenos Aires alone) and the fanatical behavior of the coun-
iry’s barra brava (hooligans) rivals that of their European counterparts.
Among the best-known fiitbol players are Diego Maradona, Gabriel Ba-
listuta and Lionel Messi.

Rugby’s popularity has increased in Argentina ever since Los Pumas,
their national team, beat France in the first game of the 2007 Rugby
World Cup and again in the play-off for third place. As an indicator of
Just how popular the sport has become, the Superclisico (the famed soc-
cer match between Boca and River Plate) was rescheduled so it wouldn’t
conflict with Los Pumas’ quarter-final match.

Horse racing, tennis, basketball, golf and boxing are also popular. Ar-
pentina has the top polo horses and players in the world, and the Dakar
Rally has been taking place partly or mostly in Argentina since 2009.

Pato is Argentina’s traditional sport, played on horseback and mixing ele-
ments from both polo and basketball. It was originally played with a duck
(2 ‘pato’) but now, thankfully, uses a ball encased in leather handles. Despite
its long history and tradition, however, relatively few people follow it.

TEFVIS TASOT S S NPT BT
Jimmy Burns’
The Hand of God
(1997) is the
definitive book
about football
legend Diego
Maradona and
makes a great
read - even if
you're not a
soccer fanatic.

MARADONA |
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| BEEF

When it comes to
national cuisine,
Argentines
produce what
is arguably the
world's best
beef - and have
mastered the art
of grilling it. For
the lowdown on
beef, see boxed
text.
CATUERIBALTIE R BT
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Argentine Cuisine

Argentines love eating. Most of their social and political life involve: J
table, be it for a leisurely coffee, an informal meal or an elegant banque
While sophistication is not a national feature - beef and pasta art
two pillars upon which the national menu is based - it does exist. In B [
nos Aires and other large cities, you’ll find slick international restaura
including Japanese, Middle Eastern, Mexican, Southeast Asian, Brazil
and more, that serve intricately prepared dishes. But traditional Argel
tine food, which is rooted in Italian and Spanish cooking, is more mo
Argentina has also established a reputation for fine wine. The numb
of wineries and vineyards is skyrocketing, not just in Mendoza proving
but in northwest Argentina and even northern Patagonia. And despi
rising inflation, sampling fine wine remains an affordable luxury.
For cooking courses in Buenos Aires, see p68.

Staples & Specialties
Beef

When the first Spaniards came to Argentina, they brought cattle
efforts at establishing a colony proved unfruitful, and the herds
abandoned in the pampas. Here, the cows found the bovine equivalent
heaven: plenty of lush, fertile grasses on which to feed, with few nai
predators (aside from some gauchos) to limit their numbers. Then th
Europeans recolonized and captured the cattle for their own use, m
mixing them with other bovine breeds.

Traditionally, free-range Argentine cows ate nutritious pampas g .‘
and were rasied without antibiotics and growth hormones. This made fo
aleaner and more natural-tasting meat. But, things are changing; see p ‘f

Average beef consumption in Argentina is around 60kg per person p
year - though in the past, they ate even more.

{

Italian i
Thanks to Argentina’s Italian heritage, the national cuisine has beel
highly influenced by Italian immigrants who entered the country d q
the late 19th century. Along with an animated set of speaking gestur
they brought their love of pasta, pizza, gelato and more. .
Many restaurants make their own pasta - look for pasta case ‘,‘\
(handmade pasta). Some of the varieties of pasta you’ll encounte
are ravioles, sorrentinos (large, round pasta parcels similar to ravioli
fioquis (gnocchi) and tallerines (fettuccine). Standard sauces includ
tuco (tomato sauce), estofado (beef stew, popular with ravioli) and sa
blanca (béchamel). Be aware that occasionally the sauce is not il
cluded in the price of the pasta - you choose and pay for it separately
Pizza is sold at pizzerias throughout the country, though many regula
restaurants offer it as well. It’s generally excellent, so go ahead and ord
a slice or two.

Spanish

Spanish cooking is less popular than Italian, but forms another bed-
rock of Argentine food. In the country’s Spanish restaurants you'll find
paella, as well as other typically Spanish seafood preparations. Most of
the country’s guisos and pucheros (types of stew) are descendants of
Spain.

Empanadas - small, stuffed turnovers ubiquitous in Argentina - are
prepared differently throughout the country (for example, you'll find
spicy ground-beef empanadas in the Andean Northwest, and in Patago-
nia, lamb is a common filling). They make for a tasty, quick meal and are
especially good for bus travel.

Regional Flavors

Although comida tipica can refer to any of Argentina’s regional dishes, it
often refers to food from the Andean Northwest. Food from this region,
which has roots in pre-Columbian times, has more in common with the
cuisines of Bolivia and Peru than with the Europeanized food of the rest
of Argentina. It’s frequently spicy and hard to find elsewhere (most Argen-
lines can’t tolerate anything spicier than a pinch of black pepper). Typical
dishes can include everything from locro (a hearty corn or mixed-grain stew
with meat), to tamales, humitas (sweet tamales) and fried empanadas.

In Patagonia, lamb almost wipes beef off the map. Along the coast,
seafood is a popular choice and includes fish, oysters and king crab. In
the Lake District, game meats such as venison, wild boar and trout are
popular. In the west, the provinces of Mendoza, San Juan and La Rioja
pride themselves on chivito (young goat). River fish, such as the dorado,
paci (a relative of the piranha) and surubi (a type of catfish), are staples
in the northeast.

THE BEEF ON BEEF

You walk into a traditional parrilla (steak house), breeze past the sizzling grill at the

entrance and sit down feeling hungry, knife and fork in hand. You don't know a word of
Spanish and you've never had to choose between more than two or three cuts of steak

in your life — but the menu has at least 10 choices. What to do?

At a steakhouse, the parrillada (mixed grill) is a little bit of everything, often including
chorizo (beef or pork sausage), pollo (chicken), costillas (ribs) and carne (beef). It can
also come with more exotic items like chinchulines (small intestines), molleja (sweet-
breads) and morcilla (blood sausage). You can order a parrillada for as many people as

you want; the steakhouse adjusts its servings according to the party's size.
Prime beef cuts include the following:

Bife de chorizo Sirloin; a thick and juicy cut.

Bife de costilla T-bone; a cut close to the bone.

Bife de lomo Tenderloin; a thinly cut, more tender piece.
Cuadril Rump steak; often a thin cut.

Ojo de bife Rib eye; a choice smaller morsel.

Tira de asado Short ribs; thin strips of ribs.

Vacio Flank steak; textured, chewy and tasty.

Very important: if you don't specify, your steak will be cooked a punto (medium to well
done). Getting a steak medium rare or rare is more difficult than you'd imagine. If you
want some pink in the center, order it jugoso; if you like it truly rare, try vuelta y vuelta.

Don't miss chimichurri, a tasty sauce often made of olive oil, garlic and parsley.

And if you're lucky enough to be invited to an asado (family or friends’ barbecue), do at-
tend — here the art of grilling beef has been perfected, and the social bonding is priceless.

IALFAJ ORES
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Alfajores are
round, cookie-
type sandwiches
layered with dulce
de leche or fruit
preserves. Get
them at kioskos
(kiosks, or small
street shops) -
they're delicious
and Argentina's
answer to the

candy bar.
e
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A Taste of
Argentina

Argentines take barbecuing to
heights you cannot imagine. Their
pizzas vie with those of New York
and Naples. They make fabulous
wines. Mate, that iconic tea,
doubles as a social bond between
family and friends. And your taste
buds will sing as they sample
Argentina’s delectable ice cream.

Mate

1 Although most first-time mate drinkers
can barely choke the stuff down, this

strong green tea, sipped communally from a

gourd with a filtering metal straw, is a cultural

delight and social bonding experience.

Beef

Argentines have perfected the grilling of

their flavorful beef. At its best you'll slice
through the crispy, smoky and salted outer
layers to uncover the tender and tasty meat
within — and your mouth will love you.

Ice Cream

3 Step into one of Argentina’s ice creamer-
ies and your hardest task will be choos-

ing from dozens of flavors. The luscious treat

will be swirled into a peaked mountain with a

spoon stuck in the side — prepare for a sweet

adventure!

Wine
Exploring Argentina by the glass will
take you (and your palate) from the mal-
becs and cabernets of Mendoza to the crisp
torrontés of Cafayate, and to the succulent
syrahs of San Juan. A bottle a day — make
that your motto.

Italian Food

You'll find pizza and pasta everywhere in

Argentina and it'll make you wonder how
the locals can consume so much of the stuff.
When it's this consistently good, however,
you'll understand.

from top left
Beef (p571) 3. Ice cream (p574)

s. Mendoza (p301)
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more akin to Ital-
ian gelato than its

and the US. For a

Drinks "

Mendoza is Argentina’s premier wine region, but other provmces
produce excellent wines. For more on a couple of off-the-beaten-patl
gentine wine destinations, see p321 and p332. A

If Argentina has a national beer, it’s Quilmes. Order a porrénﬂ
you’'ll get a half-liter bottle, or a chopp and you’ll get a frosty mug of

Argentines love their café con leche (coffee with milk). An espr
with a drop of milk is a café cortado, while a ldgrima is mostly mﬂk
a drop or two of coffee. Black and herbal teas are also avallable, [
there’s always mate.

Even in big cities such as Buenos Aires, the agua de canilla (tap
is drinkable. In restaurants, however, most people order bottled m
water - ask for agua con gas (with bubbles) or agua sin gas (witho
older, more traditional restaurants, carbonated water in a spritzer be
(un sifon de soda) is great for drinking, though Argentines often mi
with cheap wine. "

Where to Eat & Drink

Argentines love to dine out, and there is no lack of places to find a b
to eat.

For the best meats, head to a parrilla (steak restaurant). Co
and cafes are open all day and much of the night, and often have
list of both food and drinks. Bars or pubs usually have a more li
range of snacks and meals available, though some can offer full m

Ice cream is one
of Argentina's
greatest treats,

creamy counter-
parts in France

list of ice-cream
shops in Buenos
Aires, see p82.

MATE & ITS RITUAL

The preparation and consumption of mate (pronounced mah-tay) is perhaps the ol
cultural practice that truly transcends the barriers of ethnicity, class and occupation i
Argentina. More than a simple drink, mate is an elaborate ritual, shared among fami
friends and co-workers. -
Yerba mate is the dried, chopped leaf of llex paraguayensis, a relative of the commor
holly. Argentina is the world's largest producer and consumer of the stuff; Argentines
consume an average of 5kg per person per year, more than four times their average
intake of coffee.
Preparing and drinking mate is a ritual in itself. One person, the cebador (server),
fills the mate gourd almost to the top with yerba, and then slowly pours hot water as
he or she fills the gourd. The cebador then passes the mate to each drinker, who sips
the liquid through the bombilla, a silver straw with a bulbous filter at its lower end. Eac
participant drinks the gourd dry each time. Remember it's bad form to touch the bom-
billa, and don't hold the mate too long before passing it on! A simple ‘gracias’ will tell ti
server to pass you by.
An invitation to partake in mate is a cultural treat and not to be missed, although the
drink is an acquired taste and novices will find it very hot and bitter at first (adding su
can be an option).
Because drinking mate is a fairly complex process, it is rarely served in restaurants
or cafes. The simple solution is to do what traveling Argentines do: buy a thermos,a ‘ i
mate gourd, a bombilla and a bag of herb - stores often have a mate section. Cure your -
gourd by filling it with hot water and yerba and letting it soak for 24 hours. Nearly all
restaurants, cafes and hotels are used to filling thermoses, sometimes charging a small |
amount. Simply whip out your thermos and ask: ¢Podia calentar agua para mate?’ '
(‘Would you mind heating water for mate?"). L
If you'd like to find out more about mate, visit a mate museum — there's onein Tigre |
(p104) and another in Posadas (p175).

Is usually decent, but a minimum-drink purchase is often mandatory
und costs extra.

Typical restaurants tend to be open only at meal times (Ipm to 3:30pm
for lunch and 9pm to lam for dinner).

Note that Argentines eat little for breakfast — usually just a coffee with
medialunas (croissants — either dulce, sweet, or salada, plain). Tostadas
(toast) with manteca (butter) or mermelada (jam) is an alternative, as
are facturas (pastries). Some higher-end hotels offer breakfast buffets,
however.

Restaurant reservations are taken but are really only necessary on
weekends at better restaurants (or during high season at Mar del Plata or
Bariloche, for example). Ask for your bill by saying, ‘la cuenta, por favor’
(‘the bill, please’) or making the ‘writing in air’ gesture. Most restaurants
aceept credit cards, but some (usually smaller ones) only take cash.

To save a few bucks, especially for lunch, opt for the men del dia or
mentt ejecutivo. These ‘set menus’ usually include a main dish, dessert
and drink, all for a reasonable price.

Vegetarians & Vegans

IHealth foods, organic products and vegetarian restaurants are available
in Argentina’s biggest cities, but outside of them you’ll have to search
harder.

Most restaurant menus include a few vegetarian choices, and pastas
are a nearly ubiquitous option. Pizzerias and empanaderias (empanada
shops) are good bets - look for empanadas made with acelga (chard) and
choclo (corn). If you're stuck at a parrilla, your choices will be salads,
baked potatoes, provoleta (a thick slice of grilled provolone cheese) and
roasted vegetables.

Sin carne means ‘without meat, and the words soy vegetariano/a (‘T'm
a vegetarian’) will come in handy when explaining to an Argentine why
you don’t eat their nation’s renowned steaks.

Vegans will have a much harder time in Argentina; there isn’t a word
for ‘vegan’ Make sure homemade pasta doesn’t include egg, and that
fried vegetables aren’t cooked in lard (grasa; manteca means butter in
Argentina). You'll need to be creative to survive here. One tip: look for
accommodations with a kitchen, so you can shop for and cook your own
food. Good luck.

For tips on where to eat sin carne in Buenos Aires, see p83.

QEER LS TIEREE SR R
The choripan
is a classic
snack-sandwich
available at cheap
take-out eateries
or street stalls.
It's made with
two ingredients:
chorizo (spicy
sausage) and pan
(bread). Top it
with chimichurri
sauce, and you've
got a tasty and
very cheap meal.
AR ot ittt Bl
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At many finer
Argentine
restaurants,
you'll be charged
a per-person
cubierto; this is
a small ‘fee’ for
bread and the use
of utensils. It's
not the tip, which
is up to 10% and
should be paid
separately.
1D LT R R T
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MESLSILITIIASREINIIII AT
Murga is a
form of athletic
musical theater
composed of
actors and per-
cussionists.
Primarily
performed in
Uruguay, murga
in Argentina is
more heavily
focused on danc-
ing than singing.
You're most likely
to see this excit-
ing musical art
form at Carnaval
celebrations.

AR EIN RS IITIMIE T AR

ASLIEIEEFIIIIISEIEEININE
Cumbia villera is
a relatively recent
musical phenom-
enon: a fusion
of cumbia and
gangsta postur-
ing with a punk
edge and reggae
overtones. Born
of Buenos Aires’
shantytowns, its
aggressive lyrics
deal with margin-
alization, poverty.
drugs, sex and
the Argentine
€COoNomic Crisis.
(ERFITOERATA FTT ARSI

The Sounds of -'.'
Argentina 1

Music and dance are unavoidable in Argentina, and none is more famous

chamamé in Corrientes, cuarteto in Cérdoba or cumbia villera in the
poor neighborhoods of Buenos Aires. ik

Tango
There’s no better place to dive into tango than through the music of the
genre’s most legendary performer, singer Carlos Gardel (1887-1935). Vi
linist Juan D’Arienzo’s orquesta (orchestra) reigned over tango throu,
out the 1930s and into the 1940s. Osvaldo Pugliese and Héctor Varela
important bandleaders from the 1940s, but the real giant of the era ]
bandoneon (small type of accordion) player Anibal Troilo. h
Modern tango is largely dominated by the work of bandoneén maestra
Astor Piazzolla who moved the genre from the dance halls into the co v_"
cert halls - tango nuevo, as it was called, was now for the ear. Piazzol q
paved the way for the tango fusion, which emerged in the 1970s and
continues to this day with tango electrénica (or neo tango) groups such
as Gotan Project, Bajofondo Tango Club and Tanghetto. i l
While in Buenos Aires, keep an eye out for Orquesta Tipica Fernandez
Fierro, who put a new twist on traditional tango songs, but also perfo I
their own new creations. Another young orchestra to watch out for i§
Orquesta Tipica Imperial. |
Influential contemporary tango singers include Susana Rinaldi, Daniel
Melingo and Adriana Varela. For more on the tango dance itself, see p88..

Folk Music !

Traditional music is known as folklore or folklorico. It's an umbrella gené
re that captures numerous styles and there are popular contemporary
branches (such as chamamé, chacarera and zamba).

One of Argentina’s greatest contemporary folklérico musicians is aes
cordionist Chango Spasiuk, a virtuoso of Corrientes’ chamamé music,
Horacio Guarany is a contemporary folklérico singer whose 2004 album
Cantor de Cantores was nominated for a Latin Grammy in the Best Folk
Album category. Eduardo Fald, Victor Heredia, Le6n Gieco and Soledad'
Pastorutti are other big names in folklorico.

Atahualpa Yupanqui (1908-92) is Argentina’s most important folk-
lorico musician of the 20th century. Yupanqui’s music emerged with the
nueva cancion (‘new song’) movement that swept Latin America in the]
1960s. Nueva cancion was rooted in folk music and its lyrics often dealt
with social and political themes. The genre’s grande dame was Argentina’s
Mercedes Sosa (1935-2009), one of the best-known Argentine folk sing-
ers outside South America and winner of several Latin Grammy awards.

GARDEL & THE TANGO

In June 1935 a Cuban woman committed suicide in Havana; meanwhile, in New York
and in Puerto Rico two other women tried to poison themselves. It was all over the same
man: tango singer Carlos Gardel, who had just died in a plane crash in Colombia.

Gardel was born in France (a claim contested by both Argentina and Uruguay), and
when he was three his destitute single mother brought him to Buenos Aires. In his youth
he entertained neighbors with his rapturous singing, then went on to establish a success-

ful performing career.

Gardel played an enormous role in creating the tango cancion (song) and almost
single-handedly took the style out of Buenos Aires' tenements and brought it to Paris
and New York. His crooning voice, suaveness and overall charisma made him an immedi-
ate success in Latin American countries, a rising star during tango's golden years of the
1920s and 1930s. Unfortunately, Gardel's later film career was tragically cut short by that

fatal plane crash.

His devoted followers cannot pass a day without listening to him; they say ‘Gardel

sings better every day!

Rock & Pop

Musicians such as Charly Garcia, Fito Paez and Luis Alberto Spinetta are
rock nacional (Argentine rock) icons. Soda Stereo, Sumo, Los Fabulosos
Cadillacs and Los Pericos rocked Argentina throughout the 1980s and
maintain wild popularity. Bersuit Vergarabat endures as one of Argenti-
na’s best rock bands, with a musical complexity that is arguably without
peer. R&B-influenced Ratones Paranoicos opened for the Rolling Stones
in 1995, while La Portuaria - who fuse Latin beats with jazz and R&B -
collaborated with David Byrne in 2006.

Other popular national groups include the offbeat Babasonicos; punk
rockers Attaque 77; rockers Los Piojos, Los Redonditos de Ricota, Los Di-
vididos, Catupecu Machu and Gazpacho; and metal-meets-hip-hop Illya
Kuryaki and the Valderramas. Catchy Miranda! has an electro-pop style,
while eclectic Kevin Johansen sings in both English and Spanish.

Born in Cérdoba in the early 1940s, cuarteto is Argentina’s original
pop music: despised by the middle and upper classes for its arresting
rhythm and offbeat musical pattern (called the tunga-tunga), as well as
its working-class lyrics, it is definitely music from the margins. Although
definitively cordobés (from Cordoba), it’s played in working-class bars,
dance halls and stadiums throughout the country.

Electrénica

Electronica, or dance music, exploded in Argentina in the 1990s and has
taken on various forms in popular music. Hybrid bandas electrénicas
(electronic bands) are led by the likes of Intima, Mujik and Adicta, while
Juana Molina’s ambient-electronic music has been compared to Bjork’s.

DJ-based club and dance music is increasingly popular. Argentina’s
heavyweights include Aldo Haydar (a veteran of progressive house),
Bad Boy Orange (the reigning king of Argentine drum ’n’ bass), Diego
Ro-K (also known as the Maradona of Argentine DJs) and Gustavo La-
mas (who blends ambient pop and electro house). And award-winning
Herndn Cattaneo, probably the best-known Argentine DJ, has played
with Paul Oakenfold and at Burning Man.

One of Buenos Aires’ most interesting music spectacles is La Bomba
del Tiempo, a collective of percussionists whose explosive performances
are improvisational, tribal and even simulate electronic dance music.
Check them out at Ciudad Cultural Konex (see p96) on Monday evenings.

CHARLY
GARCIA

Bt L
Charly Garcia's
version of the Ar-
gentine national
anthem does
what Jimi Hendrix
did for ‘The Star-
Spangled Banner,
but it earned
Garcia a court
appearance for
‘lacking respect
for national
symbols.
RS AR TN LN T ERERE |
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Victoria Ocampo
(1890-1979) was
a famous writer,
publisher and
intellectual who
founded Sur, a
renowned cultural
magazine of the
1930s. For more
on her, see the
boxed text, p132.
You can also visit
her mansion near
Buenos Aires
(p103).

i EEEEFISIESTE S LIRS
Argentines are
pretty well-read -
their literacy rate
is over 97%. And
in 2011, Buenos
Aires was voted
Unesco World

Book Capital.
B BT AT S STTE

Literature &
Cinema 1

il

Artistically, Argentina is one of Latin America’s most compelling couti
tries, containing a rich literary heritage and a vibrant and evolving film:
industry. ‘; y
Literature I
Journalist, poet and politician José Hernandez (1831-86) gave rise 10
the gauchesco literary tradition with his epic poem Martin Fierro (1872),
which acknowledged the role of the gauchos in Argentina’s developme
Argentine writing only reached an international audience during
1960s and 1970s, when the stories of Jorge Luis Borges, Julio Cortazai,
Ernesto Sibato, Adolfo Bioy Casares and Silvina Ocampo, among many
others, were widely translated for the first time. f¢

Despite being discovered and influenced by Borges in the 1940s, the
writing of Julio Cortazar (1914-84) was considerably different. His shi
stories and novels are more anthropological and concern people li
seemingly normal lives in a world where the surreal becomes common
place. Cortazar’s most famous book is Hopscotch. )

Another great writer is Ernesto Sdbato (1911-2011), whose comp
and uncompromising novels have been extremely influential on la
Argentine literature. The Tunnel (1948) is Sabato’s engrossing exi
tialist novella about an obsessed painter and his distorted personal tak
on reality. |

Adolfo Bioy Casares’ (1914-99) sci-fi novella The Invention of M
(1940) not only gave Alain Resnais the plot for his classic film Last Ye
at Marienbad, but also introduced the idea of the holodeck decades
fore Star Trek existed. M

The contemporary, post-boom generation of Argentine writers is more¢
reality-based, often reflecting the influence of popular culture an
rectly confronting the political angles of 1970s authoritarian Argentina
One of the most famous post-boom Argentine writers is Manuel P
(1932-90, author of Kiss of the Spider Woman). In the Argentine tradis
tion, Puig did much of his writing in exile, fleeing Argentina during ths.l
Per6n years and ultimately settling in Mexico. i

Osvaldo Soriano (1943-97), perhaps Argentina’s most popular con
temporary novelist, wrote A Funny Dirty Little War (1986) and Winter
Quarters (1989). Juan José Saer (1937-2005) penned short stories and
complex crime novels, while Rodrigo Fresan (1963-), the youngster of
the post-boom generation, wrote the international bestseller 7%e sttovﬁ
of Argentina.

Other notable contemporary writers include Federico Andahazi,

Ricardo Piglia and Tomds Eloy Martinez. i
|

JORGE LUIS BORGES

Jorge Luis Borges (1899-1986), the brightest light of Argentine literature, is best known
for the complex labyrinthine worlds and sophisticated mind teasers constructing his
stories. As a half-Jewish, half-English Argentine who was educated in Europe, Borges was
influenced by everything from Jewish cabalists to HG Wells, Cervantes and Kafka.

Borges' dry, ironic wit is paired with a succinct, precise style. His paradoxical Ficciones
(1944) blurs the line between myth and truth, underscoring the concept that reality is
only a matter of perception and that an infinite number of worlds can exist simultane-
ously. Another theme that Borges explored was the nature of memory and dreams.

His early stories such as Death and the Compass and Streetcorner Man offer a meta-
physical twist on Argentine themes, and his later works, including The Lottery in Babylon,
The Circular Ruins and Garden of the Forking Paths are works of fantasy. Collected Fic-

tions (1999) is a complete set of his stories.

Borges went blind towards the end of his life, but kept publishing books. Though he

received numerous honors in his lifetime —
Honor and an OBE — Borges was never conferred the Nobel.

Cinema

One of Argentina’s major contributions to cinema is Luis Puenzo’s The
Official Story (1985), which deals with the Dirty War. Another well-known
international movie is Héctor Babenco’s Kiss of the Spider Woman (1985),
based on Argentine-born Manuel Puig’s novel. Both movies won Oscars.

New Argentine Cinema developed in the 1990s, brought about by eco-
nomic and political unrest. Films that spearheaded this movement include
Martin Rejtman’s Rapado (1992) and Pizza, birra, faso (Pizza, Beer, Ciga-
rettes, 1998) by Adrian Caetano and Bruno Stagnaro.

Pablo Trapero is one of Argentina’s foremost filmmakers. Among his
works are award-winning Mundo gria (Crane World, 1999), the ensemble
road movie Familia rodante (Rolling Family, 2004) and Nacido y criado
(Born and Bred, 2006), a stark story about a Patagonian man’s fall from
grace. His 2010 noir film Carancho played at Cannes Film Festival.

Daniel Burman’s films include Esperando al mesiah (Waiting for the
Messiah, 2000), El abrazo partido (Lost Embrace, 2004) and Derecho de

Sfamilia (Family Law, 2006). His most recent effort, Dos hermanos (Brother

and Sister, 2010) is the story of aging siblings who've recently lost their
mother. The late Fabian Bielinsky’s works include award-winning Nueve
reinas (Nine Queens, 2000) and the 2005 neo-noir flick £l Aura.

Lucrecia Martel's 2001 debut La ciénaga (The Swamp) and La niiia
santa (The Holy Girl, 2004) deal with the themes of social decay, Argen-
line bourgeois and sexuality in the face of Catholic guilt. Her powerful La
mager sin cabeza (The Headless Woman, 2008) was showcased at Cannes.
Another acclaimed director, Carlos Sorin, takes us to the deep south of Ar-
gentina in Historias minimas (Minimal Stories, 2002) and Bombadn el perro
(Bombdn the Dog, 2004.).

Juan José Campanella’s El hijo de la novia (Son of the Bride) received
an Oscar nomination for best foreign-language film in 2001, while Luna
de avellaneda (Moon of Avellaneda, 2004:) is a clever story about a social
club and those who try to save it. In 2010 he won the Oscar for best for-
cign-language film with EI secreto de sus ojos (The Secret in Their Eyes).

Other noteworthy films include Lucia Puenzo’s XXV (2007), the tale of a
15-year-old hermaphrodite, and Juan Diego Solanas’ Nordeste (Northeast,
2005), which tackles difficult social issues such as child trafficking; both
were screened at Cannes. Finally, £l hombre de al lado (The Man Next Door,
2009), by Mariano Cohn and Gastén Duprat, is a moral drama that won
i prize at Sundance Film Festival.

including the Cervantes Prize, the Legion of

IFESTIVAL

Argentina's big-
gest film event is
the Buenos Aires
International Fes-
tival of Independ-
ent Film, held in
April. Check out
www.bafici.gov.ar

for more
information.
T SRS R
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[
At its mouth, the
Rio de la Plata
is an amazing
200km wide,
making it the
widest river in the
world - though
some consider it
more like a river
estuary.

I PATENTRA AR T Ca T

I EM TSN Y
The largest
dinosaur ever
discovered is
Argentinosaurus
huinculensis, un-
covered in Neu-
quén province;
the herbivore
measured a mas-
sive 40m long
and 18m high.

Natural World

The Land

Argentina. For anyone raised on National Geographic and adventure sto
ries, the name is loaded with images: the Magellanic penguins of the Ats|

try is simply unmatched in natural wonders. 1
So it makes sense that Argentina is big - really big. With a total land
area of about 2.8 million sq km, Argentina is the world’s eighth-larges

the Bolivian border, where summers can be brutally hot, to Ushuaia in
Tierra del Fuego, where winters are experienced only by seasoned local 5
and the nuttiest of travelers. It’s a distance of nearly 3500km, an expai :
that encompasses a vast array of environments and terrain.

The Central & Northern Andes

In the extreme north, the Andes are basically the southern extension of

4000m in altitude, punctuated by even higher volcanic peaks. Although'
days can be surprisingly hot (sunburn is a serious hazard at high alti
tude), frosts occur almost nightly. The Andean Northwest is also known
as the puna. r
Further south, in the arid provinces of San Juan and Mendoza, tl
Andes climb to their highest altitudes, with 6962m Cerro Aconcag
topping out as the highest point in the western hemisphere. Here, their
highest peaks lie covered in snow through the winter. Although rainfall

from the Andes and provide irrigation water, which has brought prospe
ity to the wine-producing Cuyo region (the provinces of Mendoza, San
Juan and San Luis). Winter in San Juan province is the season of the

temperature increases (see p328).

The Chaco ‘
East of the Andes and the Andean foothills, much of northern Argentina
consists of subtropical lowlands. This arid area, known as the Argen-
tine Chaco, is part of the much larger Gran Chaco, an extremely rugged,
largely uninhabited region that extends into Bolivia, Paraguay and Bra-
zil. The Argentine Chaco encompasses the provinces of Chaco, Formosa
and Santiago del Estero, the western reaches of Jujuy, Catamarca and
Salta provinces, and the northernmost parts of Santa Fe and Cérdoba.
The Chaco has a well-defined winter dry season, and summer every-
where in the Chaco is brutally hot. Rainfall decreases as you move east
to west. The wet Chaco, which encompasses the eastern parts of Chaco

and Formosa provinces and northeast Santa Fe, receives more rain than
the dry Chaco, which covers central and western Chaco and Formosa
provinees, most of Santiago del Estero and parts of Salta.

Mesopotamia

Also referred to as the Litoral (as in littoral), Mesopotamia is the name
for the region of northeast Argentina between the Rio Parand and Rio
Uruguay. It’s a region defined, as its names suggest, by its rivers, both a
dominant part of the landscape. Here, the climate is mild, and rainfall is
heavy in the provinces of Entre Rios and Corrientes, which make up most
of Mesopotamia. Hot and humid Misiones province, a politically important
province surrounded on three sides by Brazil and Paraguay, contains part of
Iguaza Falls, which descend from southern Brazil’s Parana Plateau. Shallow
summer flooding is common throughout Mesopotamia and into the east-
ern Chaco, but only the immediate river floodplains become inundated in
the west. Mesopotamia’s rainfall is evenly distributed throughout the year.

The Pampas & Atlantic Coast

Bordered by the Atlantic Ocean and Patagonia and stretching nearly to
Cordoba and the Central Sierras, the pampas are Argentina’s agricultural
heartland. Geographically, this region covers the provinces of Buenos
Aires and La Pampa, as well as southern chunks of Santa Fe and Cérdoba.

This area can be subdivided into the humid pampas, along the Litoral,
and the arid pampas of the western interior and the south. More than
a third of the country’s population lives in and around Buenos Aires,
where the humid climate resembles Sydney’s or New York City’s in the
spring, summer and autumn. Annual rainfall exceeds 900mm, but sev-
eral hundred kilometers westward it’s less than half that. Buenos Aires’
winters are relatively mild.

The pampas are an almost completely level plain of wind-borne loess
(a fine-grained silt or clay) and river-deposited sediments. The absence
of nearly any rises in the land makes the area vulnerable to flooding
from the relatively few, small rivers that cross it. Only the granitic Sierra
de Tandil (484m) and the Sierra de la Ventana (1273m), in southwestern
Buenos Aires province, and the Sierra de Lihué Calel disrupt the other-
wise monotonous terrain.

Moving south along the Atlantic coast from the Argentine capital, the
province of Buenos Aires features the sandy, often dune-backed beaches
that attracted the development of seaside resorts such as Mar del Plata
and Necochea. Inland it’s mostly the grasslands of the pampas. South
of Viedma, cliffs begin to appear but the landscape remains otherwise
desolate for its entire stretch south through Patagonia.

Patagonia & the Lake District

Ever-alluring Patagonia is the region of Argentina south of the Rio Colo-
rado, which flows southeast from the Andes and passes just north of the
city of Neuquén. The Lake District is a subregion of Patagonia. Province-
wise, Patagonia consists of Neuquén, Rio Negro, Chubut and Santa Cruz.
It’s separated from Chilean Patagonia by the Andes.

The Andean cordillera is high enough that Pacific storms drop most of
their rain and snow on the Chilean side. In the extreme southern reaches
of Patagonia, however, enough snow and ice still accumulate to form the
largest southern hemisphere glaciers outside of Antarctica.

East of the Andean foothills, the cool, arid Patagonian steppes support
huge flocks of sheep, much of whose wool is exported to Europe. For such
a southerly location, temperatures are relatively mild, even in winter,
when more uniform atmospheric pressure moderates the strong gales
that blow most of the year.

FEFELSNTRSREE T IR TR
Iguazu Falls con-
sists of more than
275 individual
falls that tumble
from heights as
great as 80m.
They stretch for
nearly 3km and
are arguably the
most amazing
waterfalls on
earth.

AT RE AR  TaERE
Argentina is the
world's third-
highest producer
of soybeans, after
the USA and Bra-
zil, but interest-
ingly, Argentines
don't really eat
soy. Much of
the country's
soybeans are
exported.

SOYBEANS |
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Argentina’s
National Parks

Argentina’s national and provincial
parks offer a huge variety, from
the sweltering tropics of Parque
Nacional Iguazi to the crashing
glaciers of Parque Nacional Los
Glaciares to the animal-rich coastal
waters of Reserva Faunistica
Peninsula Valdés.

Parque Nacional
Los Glaciares

The shining jewel of this park (p434) is

Perito Moreno Glacier. Constantly calving,
you're practically guaranteed to hear the
crack of huge ice chunks sheering off and
crashing into the water.

Reserva Provincial
Esteros del Ibera

Animal lovers shouldn't miss this rela-

tively unspoiled reserve (p163), which
teems with exotic creatures like capybaras,
black caimans, howler monkeys and count-
less species of birds.

Parque Nacional
Nahuel Huapi

One of Argentina's largest and most

popular parks (p368) with scenic views,
gorgeous lakes, excellent hiking and world-
class skiing.

Parque Nacional Iguaza

Hundreds of thundering waterfalls com-

bine into an unbelievable sheet of water
stretching nearly 3km long, and falling up to
80m in gorgeous terraces (pl186).

Reserva Faunistica
Peninsula Valdés

5 Right whales, Commerson's dolphins,
elephant seals and Magellanic penguins
all congregate in great numbers along the
shores of this protected reserve (p389).

Clockwise from top left
1. Glaciar Perito Moreno (p448) 2. Capybara (p585)
3. Parque Nacional Nahuel Huapi (p368)
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Peninsula Valdés
is one of the few
places on earth

where killer
whales (orcas)
have been known
to hunt sea lions
by beaching
themselves. You'd
be very lucky
to witness this
phenomenon,
however.

ORCAS |

Except for urban centers such as Comodoro Rivadavia (the center ¢
coastal Patagonia’s petroleum industry) and Rio Gallegos (the hub f¢
wool and meatpacking), Patagonia is thinly populated. Tidal rang
along the Atlantic coast are too great for major port facilities. In the
ley of the Rio Negro and at the outlet of the Rio Chubut (near the towl
of Trelew), people farm and cultivate fruit orchards. 't |

Tierra del Fuego ;
The world’s southernmost permanently inhabited territory, Tierra del
(‘Land of Fire) consists of one large island (Isla Grande), unequally di
between Chile and Argentina, and many smaller ones, some of which
been the source of longtime contention between the two countries.
Europeans first passed through the Strait of Magellan (which separates sl
Grande from the Patagonian mainland), the fires that gave this land it
name stemmed from the activities of the now endangered Yaghan peop
The northern half of Isla Grande, resembling the Patagonian stepp

is devoted to sheep grazing, while its southern half is mountainous
partly covered by forests and glaciers. As in Patagonia, winter cond
are rarely extreme, although hiking and outdoor camping are not ad
able except for experienced mountaineers. For most visitors, though, th
brief daylight hours during this season may be a greater deterrent tha
the weather.

Wildlife

With such variances in terrain and such great distances, it’s no wondi
Argentina boasts a wide range of flora and fauna. Subtropical rai
ests, palm savannas, high-altitude deserts and steppes, humid-temp
grasslands, alpine and sub-Antarctic forests and rich coastal areas
support their own special life forms. The most exciting part is that
tors - especially those from the northern hemisphere - will find mi
of Argentina’s plants and animals unfamiliar. Take the capybara, for:
stance, the world’s largest rodent, or the araucaria (pehuén), a conifer &
propriately deemed the ‘monkey puzzle tree’ in English. To protect the
environments, Argentina has created an extensive system of natio
and provincial parks, which are often the best places to experience tl
country’s unique wildlife. i

)

Animals i
Northeast Argentina boasts the country’s most diverse animal life.
of the best areas on the continent to enjoy wildlife is the swampy Ester
del Iberd, in Corrientes province, where animals such as swamp d
capybara and caiman, along with many large migratory birds, are con
mon. It’s comparable - arguably even better - than Brazil’s more famou
Pantanal. i
In the drier northwest the most conspicuous animal is the domesti
llama, but its wild cousins, the guanaco and vicuna, can also be s
Your odds of seeing them are excellent if you travel by road throug
Parque Nacional Los Cardones to Salta. Their yellow fur is often an ¢
traordinary puff of color against the cactus-studded backdrop. Many
gratory birds, including flamingos, inhabit the high saline lakes of th
Andean Northwest. i
In less densely settled areas, including the arid pampas of La Pamp
province, guanacos and foxes are not unusual sights. Many bodies ¢
water, both permanent and seasonal, provide migratory bird habitats.
Most notable in Patagonia and Tierra del Fuego is the wealth of co:
al wildlife, ranging from Magellanic penguins, cormorants and gulls 1
sea lions, fur seals, elephant seals, orcas and whales. Several coastal ‘
serves, from Rio Negro province south to Tierra del Fuego, are home I

(T

CAPYBARAS Andy Symington

Treading, with its webbed feet, a very fine line between cute and ugly, the capybara is a
sizable semiaquatic beast that you're bound to encounter in the Ibera area. Weighing in
at up to 75kg, the carpincho, as it's known in Spanish, is the world's largest rodent.
Very much at home both on land and in the water, the gentle and vaguely comical
creature eats aquatic plants and grasses in great quantity. They form small herds, with
a dominant male living it up with four to six females. The male can be recognized by a
protrusion on its forehead that emits a territory-marking scent. The lovably roly-poly

babies are born in spring.

Though protected in the Ibera area, the capybara is farmed and hunted elsewhere for
its skin, which makes a soft, flexible leather. The meat is also considered a delicacy in

traditional communities.

enormous concentrations of wildlife that are one of the region’s greatest
visitor attractions. Inland on the Patagonian steppe, as in the northwest,
the guanaco is the most conspicuous mammal, but the flightless rhea,
resembling the ostrich, runs in flocks across the plains.

For more on Patagonia’s marine wildlife, see p392.

Plants

When it comes to plant life, the country’s most diverse regions are in
northeast Argentina, the Lake District, the Patagonian Andes and the
subtropical forests of northwest Argentina.

The high northern Andes are dry and often barren, and vegetation is
limited to ichu (sparse bunch grasses) and low, widely spaced shrubs,
known collectively as tola. In Jujuy and La Rioja provinces, however,
huge, vertically branched cardon cacti add a rugged beauty to an other-
wise empty landscape. In the Andean precordillera, between the Chaco
und the Andes proper, lies a strip of dense, subtropical montane cloud
forest known as the Yungas. Spanning parts of Salta, Jujuy and Tucumén
provinces, the Yungas are kept lush by heavy summertime rains, and are
one of the most biologically diverse regions in the country.

The wet Chaco is home to grasslands and gallery forests with numerous
tree species, including the quebracho colorado and caranday palm. The dry
(‘haco, although extremely parched, is still thick with vegetation. Its taller
(rees include the quebracho colorado, quebracho blanco, algarrobo, palo
santo, and a dense understory of low-growing spiny trees and shrubs. Both
(uebracho and algarrobo trees produce highly valued hard woods that have
lead to widespread deforestation throughout both regions of the Chaco.

In Mesopotamia rainfall is sufficient to support swampy lowland for-
ests and upland savanna. Misiones’ native vegetation is dense subtropi-
cal forest, though its upper elevations are studded with araucaria pines.

The once lush native grasses of the Argentine pampas have suffered
under grazing pressure and the proliferation of grain farms that produce
cash crops such as soy beans. Today very little native vegetation remains,
except along watercourses like the Rio Parana.

Most of Patagonia lies in the rain shadow of the Chilean Andes, so the
vast steppes of southeastern Argentina resemble the sparse grasslands
of the arid Andean highlands. Closer to the border there are pockets of
dense Nothofagus (southern beech) and coniferous woodlands that owe
their existence to the winter storms that sneak over the cordillera. North-
ern Tierra del Fuego is a grassy extension of the Patagonian steppe, but
the heavy rainfall of the mountainous southern half supports verdant
southern beech forests.

R I SR R IO A
The funny-
looking arau-
caria araucana
(monkey puzzle
tree) grows
in the Chilean
and Argentine
Lake Districts.

It has long scaly
branches and
produces edible
pine nuts.

AT R IO SUSAETY Y
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Most of Patago-
nia's glaciers are

shrinking at an
alarming rate, but
the active Perito
Moreno Glacier
is considered
‘stable’ - it's
advancing at
roughly the same
pace as it
calves ice.
AT FERL RS TENTERRISAET

Environmental Issues 4
Although Argentina boasts one of South America’s largest systems
parks and reserves, much of those areas - not to mention the extre:
sensitive regions around and between them - face serious threat. Deft )
estation is a major issue in the Chaco, where cultivation of geneticall
modified soy, sunflower crops and lumber are impacting on the heall
of the forests. It’s equally troubling in the Yungas and the subtropl
rainforests of Misiones province, where tea plantations and timber col
panies continue to destroy some of Argentina’s most biologically dive ='"
areas. The result is that many of the country’s protected areas, especial 1l
those in the Gran Chaco and Mesopotamia, are virtual islands in a sea )
environmental degradation. To complicate matters, genetically modified
herbicide-resistant soy has become Argentina’s single most importar
cash crop - leading to accelerated deforestation and high levels of pe
cides and herbicide in agricultural soils.

The good news is that 2007 saw the passing of the Ley de Bosq
(National Forest Law), which levied a one-year nationwide morau)ri
on the clearing of native forests until proper management Icgulan
could be established. However, Cristina Kirchner delayed putting the la
into effect for over a year but in February 2009 was finally spurred on
implement it by activists who demanded action.

For other environmental issues, see p556.
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Directory
A-Z

All but the cheapest hotels

Accommodations

range from campgrounds to
five-star luxury hotels. At the
tourist-oriented hotels staff
members will speak some
English, though at more pro-
vincial accommodations you'll
be practicing your Espafiol.

PRICE RANGES

i have private bathrooms,

i and most accommodations
Accommodations in Argentina : nc|ude breakfast — usually
i medialunas (croissants) and
i weak coffee or tea. Note that :
i many hotels offer discounted :
i rates for extended stays,
usually a week or more; ne-

i gotiate this before you begin
your stay.

Inflation in Argentina is rampant, running (unofficially) at
around 25%. To avoid getting price shock, check current

prices.

Accommodation prices in this guidebook include tax
and are general high-season rates (although not peak
seasons like Christmas or Easter). Budget and midrange
hotels almost always include taxes when quoting their

i or families (as they often
i have several rooms), though

i beaten-track location means.
: you'll need a vehicle to reac 1
i them. The destination’s tou
i ist office is a good place to =
i find a list of local cabafas.

: Camping & Refugios
: Camping can be a splendid
i way to experience Argen-
i tina, particularly the Lake
i District and Patagonia,
i where there are many good
i campgrounds. Nearly every.

i afairly central municipal
: campground, but these are
i hit-and-miss — sometimes
i delightfully woodsy, some-
: times crowded and ugly.

i usually have good facilitiest
: hot showers, toilets, laundry,
i barbecue for grilling, res-
: taurant or confiteria (cafe) i
i and small grocery store.

i Free campgrounds are ofter
: excellent, especially in the -
i Lake District, although they
i lack facilities. Municipal
{ campgrounds are cheap,
i can become party central of
i weekends.

i ment is often more expensi\
i and inferior than you may
: be used to. Camp stoves
: take locally available butang

prices, but top-end hotels usually do not —and it's 21%.
Payment in cash (also at mid- to top-end hotels) some-
times incurs a 10% discount.

High season is generally January and February (when
Argentines take their summer breaks), Semana Santav
(Easter week) and July and August (except in Patagonla).
Reserve ahead during these times. Outside these times,
prices can drop anywhere from 20% to 50%.

The following are typical prices in high season:

$ less than AR$250 for a double room; AR$50 to AR$70
for a dorm bed

$$ from AR$250 to AR$500 per double room
$$%$ more than AR$500 per double room

i cartridges (which shouldr
i be taken on airplanes). Thef
i are definitely mosquitoes .
i in Argentina, but mosquito:

i Cabaiias

i Some tourist destinations,

i especially at the beach or in

i the country, have cabanas for
i rent. These are usually stands

alone cabin-type accommo-= =
dations, and nearly always =
have a stocked kitchen. They
are a great deal for groups =

ometimes their off-the- ; ‘

Argentine city or town has

Private campgrounds

Argentine camping equif

i repellent is widely available;
i Backpacking and backs
i country camping opportun
i ties abound in and around
: the national parks, especial
i those in the Lakes District:
i and the south. Some park
i have free or cheap refugios
i (basic shelters), which hav
i cooking facilities and rustie
i bunks.

Estancias

Few experiences feel more
typically Argentine than
staying at an estancia (a

traditional ranch, often called

fincas in the northwest).
Estancias are a wonderful
way to spend time in remote
areas of the country — and

wine, horses and asados (tra- :

ditional barbecues) are al-

most always involved. Estan-

cias are especially common
inthe area around Buenos
Aires, near Esteros del Ibera
and throughout the Lake

District and Patagonia. In the :

latter, they're often geared
toward anglers. They're not
cheap, but the rates gener-
ally include room, board and
some activities. To easily

locate many of the estancias :

covered in this book, see the
photo feature on p116; in
Uruguay, see p529).

Hospedajes,
Pensiones &
Residenciales

Aside from hostels, these
are Argentina's cheapest
nccommodations, and the
tifferences among them are
sometimes ambiguous.

A hospedaje is usually a
large family home with a few
uxtra bedrooms (and, gener-
ully, a shared bathroom).
Similarly, a pension offers
short-term accommodations
In a family home, but may
ilso have permanent lodg-
i1s. Residenciales generally
nccupy buildings designed
lor short-stay accommoda-
llons, although some (known
ouphemistically as albergues

lransitorios) cater to clientele :

who intend only very short
stays — of two hours maxi-
Mmum. These are mostly used
by young Argentine couples.
Rooms and furnishings
il these accommodations
are modest, often basic and
lsually clean, and rooms
With shared bathrooms are
the cheapest.

Hostels

Hostels are common in
Argentina, and range from
hnsic no-frill deals to beauti-

i ful, multi-perk offerings more
¢ luxurious than your basic

i hotel. Most fall in between,

i but all have common kitch-

i ens, living areas, shared

¢ bathrooms and dorm rooms.
i Most have a few private

i rooms with or without bath-
i room. It's crucial to remem-

i ber that Argentines are night
i owls and hostelers tend to

i follow suit, so earplugs can

¢ be handy indeed.

PRACTICALITIES

» Addresses In Argentine addresses, the word local
refers to a suite or office. If an address has 's/n’ -
short for sin numero (without number) — the address
has no street number.

» Laundry Affordable lavanderias are widely available
in Argentina.

» Newspapers Argentina’s biggest papers are centrist
Clarin (www.clarin.com), conservative La Nacién
(www.lanacion.com.ar) and lefty Pagina 12 (www.
paginal2.com.ar). The English-language daily is Bue-
nos Aires Herald (www.buenosairesherald.com). The
Argentina Independent (www.argentinaindependent.
com) is an excellent English-language online news-
paper.

» Photography Many photo stores can affordably
transfer images from your digital camera to CD; you
can also get them printed out. Old-fashioned print and
slide film are available, as is developing.

» Radio In Buenos Aires tune into FM 92.7 for 24-hour
tango, FM 98.3 for Argentine rock, FM 88.7 (www.
fmlatribu.com) for alternative viewpoints. FM 100.1
(www.lacolifata.org) is presented by psychiatric
asylum patients.

» Smoking Smoking bans differ by province. In Bue-
nos Aires smoking is banned in most enclosed public
spaces, including the majority of bars and restaurants.

» Weights & Measures Metric

i better value than three- and

i four-star lodgings. In general,
i hotels provide a room with

i private bathroom, often a tel-
i ephone and usually a TV with
i cable. Sometimes they have

i aconfiteria or restaurant

i and almost always include

: breakfast, whether it be a few
i medialunas with coffee or full
i American-style buffet.

i Rentals & Homestays

Hostelling International
i (HI; www.hihostels.com) mem-
i bers get discounts at Hl facil-
i ities. Other hostel networks

i include minihostels (www.

i minihostels.com) and HoLa

i (www.holahostels.com).

i Hotels

i Argentine hotels vary from

i depressing, utilitarian one-

i star places to luxurious

i five-star hotels with all the

i usual top-tier services. Oddly
i enough, many one- and

i two-star hotels can prove

House and apartment rent-
Is often save you money if
ou're staying in one place
or an extended period. This

i can be an especially good

: deal during high season at

i resort locations, such as

i Bariloche or beach cities

i along the Atlantic coast (just

i book way ahead) - especially
: for groups. Tourist offices are
i good sources for listings.

During the tourist season,

i mostly in the interior, families
rent rooms to visitors. Often
i these are excellent bargains,
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BOOK YOUR
STAY ONLINE

For more accommoda-
tions reviews by Lonely
Planet authors, check
out http://hotels.lone-
lyplanet.com. You'll find
independent reviews,
as well as recommen-
dations on the best
places to stay. Best of
all, you can book online.

permitting access to cooking
and laundry facilities while
encouraging contact with
Argentines. Generally we

do not cover homestays in
this book, since they change
regularly. Tourist offices in
many smaller towns or cities
often maintain lists of such
accommodations, so ask.

T A A LRSI R NS g
Courses

Argentina is a hot destina-
tion in which to learn Span-
ish. Most opportunities for
Spanish-language instruction
are based in Buenos Aires,
though larger cities such as
Mendoza and Cérdoba are
also excellent.

Tango classes are hugely
popular in Buenos Aires,
where cooking classes —
both for Argentine and inter-
national cuisine — are also
available.

Customs
Regulations

Argentine officials are
generally courteous and
reasonable toward tourists.
Electronic items, including
laptops, cameras and cell
(mobile) phones, can be

brought into the country duty i
{ ment (such as cameras,

i pdas, telephones and com-

i puters) are dual/multi-

i voltage, but if you're bringing
i something that's not (such

i as a hairdryer), use a voltage
i converter or you might short
i out your device. i

free, provided they are not
intended for resale. If you're
over 18 and entering from
non-neighboring countries,
you may bring up to 2L of
alcohol, 400 cigarettes and
50 cigars.

If you're entering Argen-

tina from a neighboring coun- :
try, officials focus on different :

things. Travelers southbound
from the central Andean

i countries may be searched
¢ for drugs, while those from

bordering countries will have
fruits and vegetables confis-
cated. Carrying illegal drugs
will pretty much get you into
trouble no matter which
country you're coming from.

Discount Cards

The International Student
Identity Card (ISIC) is avail-
able through www.isic.org;
in Buenos Aires head to the
student and discount travel
agency Asatej (www.asatej.
net), with several offices. It
can help travelers obtain

i discounts on public transpor-
i tation and admissions to mu-
i seums. Any official-looking ~ :

university identification may
(or may not) be accepted as
a substitute.

An Hl card, available at
any HI hostel (www.hostels.
org.ar), will get you discounts

on your stay at any Hl facility. :
i The minihostel (www.mini  :
i hostels.com) and HoL.a (www.

: holahostels.com) cards work

i inasimilar way for a different :

network of hostels.
Travelers over the age of
60 can sometimes obtain

i senior-citizen discounts on

{ museum admissions and

i the like. Usually a passport
i with date of birth is sufficient

evidence of age.

Electricity

Argentina’s electric current
operates on 220V, 50 Hertz.

i Adapters are readily available
i from almost any ferreteria
i (hardware store).

Most electronic equip-

i
I

220V/50Hz

220V/50Hz

Embassies & y
i Consulates o

¢ Following is a basic listof
: embassies and consulates

i in Buenos Aires. Some othe
¢ cities around Argentina (es-
i pecially near the borders)
i also have consulates to cer-
i tain countries. |
: Australia ((2/011-4779-3500;
: www.argentina.embassy.gov.au;.
: Villanueva 1400)

Holivia (21011-4394-1463;
www.embajadadebolivia.com.
il Corrientes 545, 2nd fl)
Wrazil (12)011-4515-2400;
www.brasil.org.ar; Cerrito 1350)
Canada ([2)011-4808-1000;
www.canadainternational.gc.ca;
lagle 2828)

Chile ([21011-4808-8601; www.
simbajadadechile.com.ar; Tagle
27162)

france (2/011-4515-2930;
www.embafrancia-argentina.
oig, Cerrito 1399)

Germany ((2)011-4778-2500;
Wwww.buenos-aires.diplo.de;
Villanueva 1055)

Italy ([2011-4114-4800; www.
tonsbuenosaires.esteri.it;
Reconquista 572)

Ireland ([2011-5787-0801;
www.embassyofireland.ru/
liome/index.aspx?id=34777; Av
(el Libertador 1068, 6th fl)
Japan ([21011-4318-8200;
www.ar.emb-japan.go.jp; Bou-
thard 547, 17th fl)
Netherlands ([21011-4338-
0050; www.embajadaholanda.
Int.ar; Olga Cossettini 831, 3rd fl)
New Zealand ([2]011-4328-
/47, www.nzembassy.com/
irgentina; Carlos Pellegrini
1427, 5th fl)

Paraguay ((21011-4814-4803;

Viamonte 1851)

Peru ([21011-4802-2000; Av
(el Libertador 1720)

Spain (12011-4809-4900;
www.embajadaenargentina.es;
Av Figueroa Alcorta 3102)

UK ([21011-4808-2200; www.
ukinargentina.fco.gov.uk; Dr
Luis Agote 2412)

Uruguay ([21011-4807-3040;

www.embajadadeluruguay.com. : : L mar
i through inappropriate jokes

ar; Av Las Heras 1907)

TWO-TIER PRICING

i USA ([2011-5777-4533; www.
i argentina.usembassy.gov;

Colombia 4300)

price indicators apply (for a
main meal):

$ less than AR$45

$$ AR$45 to AR$65

$$$ more than AR$65

Gay & Lesbian
Travelers
Argentina has become in-

i creasingly gay-friendly over

i recent years. Buenos Aires

¢ is one of the world's top gay

i destinations — with dedicated
i hotels and B&Bs; bars, night- :
i clubs and restaurants;and i
i even gay cruises calling at

the port. The capital is home
to South America's largest
annual gay pride parade

and has numerous gay and
lesbian organizations and
clubs. In 2002 Buenos Aires
became the first Latin Ameri-

i can city to legalize same-sex
i civilunions, and in July 2010

Argentina became the first
Latin American country to
legalize same-sex marriage.
Although Buenos Aires
(and, to a lesser extent, Ar-

gentina's other large cities)
i is becoming increasingly

tolerant, most of the rest of
Argentina still feels uncom-
fortable with homosexuality.

{ Homophobia rarely takes the
: form of physical violence,

however; instead it manifests

i and chatty disapproval any
i time the subject comes up.
¢ That said, gay people regu-
¢ larly travel throughout the

PSS IS TR |

: Food
¢ In this book, the following

country to return home with

¢ nothing but praise.

When it comes to public

i affection, Argentine men
i are more physically demon-
¢ strative than their North
: American and European
i counterparts. Behaviors

uch as kissing on the cheek
n greeting or a vigorous

mbrace are innocuous even
0 those who express unease

¢ with homosexuality. Lesbians
i walking hand in hand should
i attract little attention, since

i heterosexual Argentine wom-
i en frequently do so, but this

i would be very conspicuous

i behavior for men. When in

doubt, it's best to be discreet.
For more on what's gay in

i Buenos Aires, see the boxed
i text, p95.

i Health

i Argentina is a modern country

with good health and dental
ervices. Sanitation and hy-

i giene at restaurants is relative-
: ly high, and tap water is gener-
: ally safe to drink throughout

the country. If you want to
make sure, ask ‘¢Se puede
tomar el agua de la canilla? (Is
he tap water drinkable?).
Public health care in Ar-

gentina is reasonably good

nd free, even if you're a
foreigner. Waits can be long,
however, and quality incon-
istent. Those who can afford
t usually opt for the superior

i private-care system, and

Over the last decade, Argentina's popularity as a tourism destination has birthed an
annoying two-tier pricing system: some businesses in certain areas (mostly in Buenos
Aires, but also in Patagonia and parts of the Lake District) charge Argentines one price
and ‘nonresidents’ a higher price. While you won't find this everywhere, you will encoun-
ter it at some tango shows, estancias, national parks, the national airline (Aerolineas
Argentinas) and upmarket hotels throughout the country.
Many accommodations also quote prices in US dollars rather than pesos. This doesn't
necessarily mean you're getting charged more than Argentines; the peso is just so unsta-

ble that places prefer to use a currency that isn't always fluctuating.
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here most doctors and hos-
pitals will expect payment in
cash. Many medical person-
nel speak English.

If you develop a life-
threatening medical prob-
lem you may want to be
evacuated to your home

country. Since this may cost i
i usually causes flu-like symp-
i toms, including fever, muscle
i aches, joint pains, head-

i aches, nausea and vomiting,
: often followed by arash. The
i body aches may be quite

i uncomfortable, but most

i cases resolve uneventfully in
i afew days.

thousands of dollars, be
sure to have the appropri-
ate insurance before you
depart. Your embassy can
also recommended medical
services.

A signed and dated note
from your doctor, describing
your medical conditions and
medications (with their ge-
neric or scientific names) is
a good idea. It's also a good
idea to bring medications in
their clearly labeled, original
containers. Most pharma-
cies in Argentina are well
supplied.

For more specific informa- :
i ness, vomiting or diarrhea.

: Severe cases may involve the
: central nervous system and

: lead to seizures, confusion,

: coma and death.

tion on vaccinations to get
before traveling to Argentina,
see wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/
destinations/argentina.htm.

Dengue Fever
Dengue fever is a viral infec-

tion found throughout South : i
: Bolivia (lowlands of Saltaand :
¢ Jujuy provinces) and Para-
: guay (lowlands of Misiones
: and Corrientes provinces).

America. It is transmitted by
Aedes mosquitoes, which
prefer to bite during the
daytime and breed primarily
in artificial water containers,
such as cans, cisterns, plas-
tic containers and discarded
tires. As a result, dengue

is especially common in
densely populated, urban
environments.

STANDARD HOURS

We've only listed business hours where they differ from the following standards:

In 2009, several thousand

: cases of dengue were report- i
i ed in the northern provinces
of Argentina, with Chaco

nd Catamarca being hit the

i worst. There were even a
: few dozen cases in Buenos

ires. Fortunately, relatively
ew deaths resulted. Dengue

: Malaria

i Malaria is transmitted by

: mosquito bites, usually be-

: tween dusk and dawn. The

: main symptom is high spik-
: ing fevers, which may be ac-
: companied by chills, sweats,

headache, body aches, weak-

Taking malaria pills is rec-

areas along the borders with

i Yellow Fever

i Yellow fever is a life-threaten-
i ing viral infection transmitted
i by mosquitoes in forested

i areas. The illness begins with
i flu-like symptoms, which may :
i include fever, chills, head-

Businesses in big cities 9am to 6pm Monday to Friday

Businesses in provinces 9am to 1pm, 3pm or 4pm to 9pm Monday to Friday
Restaurants noon to 3:30pm, 8pm to midnight or 1am (later on weekends)

i and vomiting. These symp-
i toms usually subside in a few
i days, but one personin six
i enters a second, toxic phase
i characterized by recurrent =
i fever, vomiting, listlessness,

i jaundice, kidney failure and
i hemorrhage, leading to death
i inup to half of the cases.
i There is no treatment except:
i for supportive care.

i is recommended for all
i travelers greater than nine
i months of age who visit the
i northeastern forest areas
i near the border with Brazil
i and Paraguay. i

i Insurance

: (i
i Atravelinsurance policy to
i cover theft, loss, medical

i problems and trip cancella-
: tion or delays is a good idea.
¢ Some policies specifically
i exclude dangerous activitie
i such as scuba diving, ski-
i ing, rock climbing and even
: trekking; read the fine print
i Check that the policy cover:

i ommended for travel to rural :
i i ambulances or an emer-

: travel insurance is available y

Bars 8pm or 9pm to between 4am to 6am nightly
Cafes 6am to midnight or much later daily

Nightclubs lam or 2am to between 6am and 8am Friday and Saturday

i ache, muscle aches, back-

ache, loss of appetite, nausea

The yellow fever vaccine

1l

gency flight home. g

Keep all your paperwork
n case you have to file a
laim later. Paying for your
light with a credit card of-
en provides limited travel
nsurance — ask your credit
card company what it is
prepared to cover. Worldwide

at www.lonelyplanet.com/
ravel_services. You can buy,

i

extend and claim online any-
time — even if you're already
on the road.

B R R T E e
Internet Access

Wi-fiis increasingly available
at many (if not most) hotels
and cafes, restaurants and
airports, and it's generally
free. Hotels offering wi-fi are
indicated throughout this
book with a @ icon. If they
have a public computer ter-
minal the icon is [@|.

Internet cafes and locuto-
rios (telephone centers) with
very affordable internet ac-
cess can be found in practi-
cally all Argentine towns and
cities. To find the @ (arroba)
symbol, try holding down
the Alt key and typing 64. Or
ask the attendant ¢Cémo
se hace la arroba?’ ("How do
you make the @ sign?’).

P AT YR Y Vi
Legal Matters

Police can demand identifi-
cation at any moment and
for whatever reason. Always
carry a photo ID or a copy of
your passport, and — most
Importantly - always be
courteous and cooperative.
The legal drinking age is 18.

: withdrawal, and a small fee is

Marijuana, cocaine and most
other substances that are
llegal in the USA and many
European countries are also
lllegal here. If arrested, you
have the constitutional right
lo a lawyer, a telephone call
and to remain silent (beyond
giving your name, nationality,
nge and passport number).
Don't sign anything until you
speak to a lawyer. If you don't
speak Spanish, a translator
should be provided for you.

T T T
Maps

lourist offices throughout
the country provide free city
maps that are good enough
lor tooling around town.

With offices in nearly every :
Argentine city, the Automévil :
Club Argentino (ACA; www.
ica.org.ar) publishes excellent

: bank). You can withdraw sev-
: eral times per day, but beware :
: these charges — which are per :
: transaction.

: Cash

i Paper money comes in de-

: nominations of two, five, 10,
i 20,50 and 100 pesos. One

: peso equals 100 centavos;

i coins come in denomina-

: tions of five, 10, 25 and 50

: centavos, as well as one and
: two pesos. At present, US

: dollars are accepted by many
i tourist-oriented businesses,
: but you should always carry
i some pesos.

receive dirty and hopelessly

: tattered banknotes; they'll be
: accepted everywhere. Some

i places refuse torn or marked
: foreign banknotes, however,

i so make sure you arrive in

i Argentina with pristine bills.

i maps of provinces and cities

hat are particularly good for

driving. Card-carrying mem-
i bers of foreign automobile
: clubs can get discounts.

Geography nerds will

i adore the topographic maps
i available from the Instituto
: Geografico Nacional (Map :
: pb4; (21011-4576-5576; www.ign. i
i gob.ar) in Buenos Aires. :

i Money :
i The Argentine unit of curren-
i cyis the peso (AR$). Prices

i inthis book are quoted in

i Argentine pesos unless oth-
i erwise noted.

Carrying cash and an

ATM card is the way to go in
i Argentina.

i ATMs

Cajeros automaticos (ATMs)
are found in nearly every city
and town in Argentina and

: can also be used for cash ad-

vances on major credit cards.
They're the best way to get
money, and nearly all have in-

structions in English. Depend-
ing on your home bank there
are varying upper limits per

charged on ATM transactions

by the local bank (not includ-
ing charges by your home

Don't be dismayed if you

CHANGING
PESOS BACK
TO DOLLARS

In October 2011 the
government passed a
law severely limiting the
buying of dollars with
Argentine pesos. For
travelers this means
that if you have leftover
pesos after your trip to
Argentina, it is unlikely
you'll be able to change
them back into dollars
(or possibly any other
hard currency). This
might be the case even if
you have a cajero (ATM)
or cambio (exchange
house) receipts! Your
best bet is to simply use
up all your pesos before
you leave the country.

Counterfeiting, of both

! local and US bills, has be-

come a problem in recent
years, and merchants are
very careful when accept-

: ing large denominations.

¢ You should be too; look for a
i clear watermark or running

i thread on the largest bills,

i and get familiar with the local
i currency before you arrive in
i Argentina. See www.san

telmoloft.com/2011/07/22/
fake-money-in-argentina.

i Being aware of fake bills is

i especially important in night-
i clubs or taxis (dark places

i where you should avoid using
i large bills in the first place).

Changing large de-

i nomination bills is a problem

i throughout the country. Use

i them at large supermarkets

i and restaurants. Taxi drivers,

i kiosks and small stores rarely

change them, and you could

i easily find yourself without a
i means of paying.

: Credit Cards

i The most widely accepted

i credit cards are Visa and

i MasterCard, though Ameri-

i can Express and a few others
i are valid in many establish-

i ments. Before you leave

i home, warn your credit-card
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SPARE SOME CHANGE...?

You will quickly notice that small bills and coins are somewhat precious in Argentina, an
especially in Buenos Aires. Some vendors won't sell a small item if you pay with a large
bill, and even for larger purchases you might hear groans if you hand over a 100-peso

note. So start thinking strategically when spending money.

Break large bills when making big transactions, like at restaurants or supermarkets
Save up a stash of small bills and coins for small purchases, and resist giving up coins - ;
unless you're begged to — and you will be. In Buenos Aires, obtaining a SUBE card (see 3
p102) and charging it up means you can pre-pay for many bus or subte rides at once
- and not have to sacrifice your small change. And when you withdraw money froman
ATM, punch in an amount, such as 690 or 790 - so you'll get a few non-100 peso bills.

change in Argentina.

company that you'll be using
it abroad.

Some businesses add a
recargo (surcharge) of 5%
to 10% toward credit-card
purchases. Also, the actual
amount you'll eventually pay
depends upon the exchange  :
rate not at the time of sale, but :
when the purchase is posted
to an overseas account,
sometimes weeks later.

If you use a credit card to
pay for restaurant bills, be
aware that tips can't usually
be added to the bill. Many
lower-end hotels and private
tour companies will not ac-
cept credit cards. Holders of
MasterCard and Visa can get
cash advances at banks and
most ATMs - for a fee.

Moneychangers

US dollars are by far the
preferred foreign currency,
although Chilean and Uru-
guayan pesos can be readily
exchanged at the borders.
Cash dollars and euros can
be changed at banks and
cambios (exchange houses)
in most larger cities, but
other currencies can be dif-
ficult to change outside Bue-
nos Aires. You'll need your
passport to change money;
avoid any sort of street-tout
moneychanger.

Taxes & Refunds
Under limited circumstances,
foreign visitors may obtain
refunds of VAT (value-added
tax) on purchases of Argen-
tine products upon their

¢ check for you. On leaving the
i country keep your invoices

¢ and the purchased items

¢ inyour carry-on bag. Upon

: leaving the country show your
purchases and paperwork

¢ to a customs official, who'll

i stamp it and tell you where

i to obtain your refund. Enjoy

: getting some tax money back
i but just remember to leave

i yourself extra time at the
airport to get this done.

i Tipping &

i Bargaining

i Note that restaurant tips

i can't be added to a credit

¢ card bill. And an interesting
i note: when your server is

i taking your bill with payment
i away, saying ‘gracias’ usu-

¢ ally implies that the server

¢ should keep the change as

i tip. If you want change back,
i don't say ‘gracias’ - say

i ‘cambio, por favor' instead.

i departure from the country. A
i "Tax Free’ (in English) window
decal identifies merchants

: participating in this program.

i You'll need to spend a total of
¢ AR$70 or more. When making
i purchases, present your pass
i port to the merchant, who wil

make out an invoice/refund

Unlike many other South

i American countries, bargain-
i ing is generally not the norm
i in Argentina.

i Bartenders they don't ex-

i pect a tip, but some people
i give two pesos per drink
Delivery persons two to five :
i pesos per delivery

: pesos per day (only at fine,
: upscale hotels)
i Hotel porter two pesos

: Spas 15% ‘
i Taxi drivers no tip unless

: many people round up to

i Tour guides 10% to 15%

i Traveler's Checks
i Very high commissions are

i anywhere and specifically - '

! Post
The more-or-less reliable
i Correo Argentino (Www. |

i should be sent certificado

Hotel cleaning staff 10

per bag i
Restaurant servers 10%;
15% for fine restaurants will
reat service !

hey help with luggage;

nearest peso

evied on traveler's checks,
which are difficult to cash

not recommended for travel

i correoargentino.com.ar) is the
i government postal service,
: Essential overseas mail

i (registered). You can send
i packages less than 2kg from
i any post office, but anything
i heavier needs to go throl
i aduana (a customs office).
i In Buenos Aires, this office I§
i near Retiro bus terminal ant
: is called Correo Internac-

ional. Take your passport afe
: keep the package openas

you'll have to show its con-
tents to a customs official.

Domestic couriers, such
as Andreani (www.andreani.
com.ar) and OCA (www.oca.
com.ar), and international
couriers like DHL and FedEx
are far more dependable
than the post office. But
they're also far more expen-
sive. The last two have offices
only in the largest cities,
while the first two usually
serve as their connections to
the interior of the country.

If a package is being sent
to you, expect to wait awhile
before receiving notifica-
tion of its arrival. Nearly all
parcels sent to Buenos Aires
go to the international Retiro
office, near the Buquebus
terminal. To collect the
package you'll have to wait
(sometimes hours) first to
getit and then to have it
checked by customs. There's
also a processing fee. Don't
expect any valuables to make
it through.

RRERR L i ot T s e
Public Holidays

Government offices and
businesses are closed on
Argentina's numerous public
holidays. If the holiday falls
onamidweek day or week-
end day, it's often bumped to
the nearest Monday; if it falls
ona Tuesday or Thursday,
then the in-between days of

as holidays. Long-distance
buses and hotels can fill up,
50 reserve ahead.

The following list does not
Include provincial holidays,
which may vary considerably.
January 1 Afio Nuevo, New
Year's Day
February/March Carnaval.
Dates vary from year to year,
but celebrations always fall
on a Monday and Tuesday
become holidays
March 24 Dia de la Memo-
Ila; Memorial Day. Anniver-
sary of the day that started
the 1976 dictatorship and
subsequent Dirty War
March/April Semana
Santa; Easter week. Dates

vary, most businesses close
on ‘Good Thursday' and
Good Friday; major travel
week

April 2 Dia de las Malvinas;
honors the fallen Argentine
soldiers from the Islas
Malvinas (Falkland Islands)
war in 1982

May 1 Dia del Trabajador;
Labor Day

May 25 Revolucion de Mayo;

commemorates the 1810
revolution against Spain
June 20 Dia de la Bandera;
Flag Day. Anniversary of
death of Manuel Belgrano,
creator of Argentina's flag

: and military leader
i July 9 Dia de la Independ-

encia; Independence Day
August (third Monday in

{ August) Dia del Liberta-

i dor San Martin; marks the

¢ anniversary of José de San

i Martin's death (1778-1850).
: October 12 (second

: Monday in October) Dia

: del Respeto a la Diversidad
¢ Cultural; a day to respect

i cultural diversity

i November 20 (fourth

: Monday in November) Dia
i de la Soberanfa Nacional;

: Day of National Sovereignty
i December 8 Diade la

i Concepcién Inmaculada;

i celebrates the immaculate
i conception of the Virgin Mary :
: December 25 Navidad;
i Christmas Day

Monday and Friday are taken : 3
| PR S S S |
i Relocating to

i Argentina

: After the devaluation of the
: pesoin 2002, foreigners

: began moving to Argentina

i in huge numbers. Although

i prices for just about every-

i thing (including food, apart-
i ments and transportation)

i has skyrocketed since then,
: Argentina remains a popular
i destination for expats.

Many folks simply rent an

i apartment in Buenos Aires

i and leave the country every

i three months to renew their
i visa. Others go the full route,
i purchasing property and

i jumping through hoops to

i long-term relocation, do your

: dency and citizenship.

i Buenos Aires Expatriates
: Group (www.baexpats.org)
: Popular expat website.

i Craigslist (www. buenos

i aires.en.craigslist.org) Find a
i job, an apartment, a lover...
: Expatargentina (www.

i expatargentina.wordpress.
i com) One expat's eclectic

i musings about living in BA.
i Expat Connection (www.

obtain legal residency. What-
ever you decide to do, don't
expect to easily find work
in Argentina, unless you're
going to be employed by a
foreign company or become
an entrepreneur.

For those considering

homework. Here are some
resources to help you along:
Argentina Residency

& Citizenship Advisors
(ARCA; www.argentina
residency.com) Helps
foreigners obtain legal resi-

SAVAITOH 2178Nd Z-V A¥0123¥iIa

expat-connection.com) Runs
events for both expats and
locals.

Just Landed (www.just
landed.com) Good expat
resources.

LandingPadBA (www.
landingpadba.com) Insider
info for expats and travelers

i alike.

South American Explorers

: (www.saexplorers.org/club
: houses/buenosaires) Mem-
: ber-based resource club.

i Safe Travel

i For tourists, Argentina is one
: of the safest countries in

: Latin America. This isn't to

: say you should skip down the
: street drunk with your money
: belt strapped to your head,

i but with a little common

i sense you can visit Argen-

i tina's big cities as safely as

: you could London, Paris or

: New York. That said, crime

: has been on the rise.

i Petty Crime

i The economic crisis of 1999
i 2001 plunged a lot of people

i into poverty, and street crime
i (pickpocketing, bag-snatching
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and armed robbery) has sub-
sequently risen, especially in
Buenos Aires. Still, most peo-
ple feel perfectly safe in the
big cities. In the small towns
of the provinces you'd have to
search for a crook to rob you.
Bus terminals are common
places where tourists become
separated from their posses-
sions. For the most part bus
terminals are safe, as they're

usually full of families traveling
and saying goodbyes, but they }
: because of their large size,
i particularly dangerous.

can also be prime grounds for
bag-snatchers. Always keep
an eagle eye on your goods.
This is especially true in Bue-
nos Aires' Retiro station.

At sidewalk cafe or restau-
rant tables, always have your
bag close to you, preferably
touching your body. You can
also place the strap around
your leg or tied around the
furniture. Be careful showing
off expensive electronics like

laptops, iPods or iPads. Other :
i to the police station to take

i care of it. The latter will likely
i cause the officer todrop it -
i though it could also lead you
in to the labyrinthine bureauc- :
: racy of the Argentine police

: system. Pretending you don't
: understand Spanish may also
: frustrate a potential bribe.

places to be wary are tourist
destinations and on crowded
public transportation.

In Buenos Aires the Tour-

ist Police (Comisaria del Turis- :

ta; (21011-4346-5748, [2/0800-
999-5000; Av Corrientes 436;
24hr) provides interpreters
and helps victims of robber-
ies and rip-offs. For more on
safety in BA, see p99.

Pickets & Protests

Street protests have become
part of daily life in Argentina,
especially in Buenos Aires’
Plaza de Mayo area. Gener-
ally these have little effect on
tourists other than blocking
traffic or making it difficult to
see Buenos Aires' Plaza de
Mayo and the Casa Rosada.
The country has many gremi-
os or sindicatos (trade un-
ions), and it seems that one
of them is always on strike.
Transportation unions some-
times go on strike, which can
affect travelers directly by

delaying domestic flights and

bus services. It's always a

idea to keep your eye on ’
oo ieaie KespyoLr &) : alocal phone call isto find a

: locutorio, which has private

i cabins where you make your :
i calls, and then pay all at once
i at the register. Locutorios

the news before traveling.

Drivers
Being a pedestrian in Argen-
tinais perhaps one of the

i country's more-difficult ven-
i tures. Many Argentine drivers i
i jump the gun when the traffic :
: signal is about to change to

i green, drive extremely fast

: and change lanes unpredict-
i ably. Even though pedestri-

: ans at corners and cross-

: walks have legal right of way,
i very few drivers respect this
i and will hardly slow down

: when you are crossing. Be

i tactfully paying up or asking

i Smoking
i Many Argentines are heavy
: smokers, and you can't help

i domestic flights.
i Telephone £
i Two companies, Telecom and |

Telefénica, split the country's :
: telephone services. :

especially careful of buses,
which can be reckless and,

Police & Military

he police and military have ~ :
reputation for being corrupt :
rirresponsible, but both are i
enerally helpful and courte-
us to tourists. If you feel
ou're being patted down for
bribe (most often if you're
driving), you can respond by

the officer to accompany you

but be exposed to it on the
street. The good news for

: nonsmokers is that Argen-

tina bans smoking in most
restaurants, cafes, internet
cafes, bars and other public
places. Regulations and
enforcement differ through-

i phones, are much quieter:
i and you won't run out of

i netic phone cards available
i at many kiosks). You'll only

i Argentina.

i some larger cities) s

out the country. Smoking is
prohibited on buses and all

The easiest way to make

i can be found on practically:

every other block. They co§
about the same as street

coins. Most locutorios are
To use street phones,

you'll pay with regular coing
or tarjetas telefonicas (ma

be able to speak for a limi

time before you get cut off r

so carry enough credit. :
Toll-free numbers begin
with [ZI0800; these calls caft

only be made within Argen+

where (in Argentina) you are:
i calling from. ;

The cheapest way to ma

i aninternational call is to us@é
i an online service (such as
i Skype or Google Voice) or
i use a phone card. Interna-
: tional calls can be made at
¢ locutorios, but they're mol
: expensive this way. When
: dialing abroad, dial ‘00, fol*

y

lowed by the code of the

i country you're calling, then
: the area code and number.

Faxes are cheapand
widely available throughol

Medical emergency @lQI {
Police (21101 (or (#1911 in

ELECTRONICS
WARNING o

Note that buying a ‘
smart phone, and es-
pecially an iPhone, is
extremely expensive in
Argentina due to import
restrictions — and they
are not widely available,
If you do bring your i
smart phone, don't
flash it around unnec-
essarily or leave itun-
protected somewhere.
This goes for tablet !
computers and laptop.
computers, too. Tl

=

CALLING TO ARGENTINA

To call a number in Argentina from another country, dial your international exit code, then
the country code for Argentina, then the area code (without the zero) and number. For ex-
ample, if you're calling a Buenos Aires landline number from the United States, you'd dial:

011-54-11-XXXX-XXXX

011 is the United States' international exit code
54 is Argentina’s country code

11is Buenos Aires' city code without the beginning zero

XXXx-xxxx is your local Buenos Aires phone number, usually eight digits

When dialing an Argentine cell phone from another country, dial your international exit
code, then (7154, then (49, then the area code without the O, then the number - leaving
out the (2115 (which most Argentine cell phone numbers start with). For example, if you're
calling a Buenos Aires cell phone number from the United States, you'd dial:

011-54-9-11-xXXX-XXXX

Fire (71100
Directory assistance (/110

Tourist Police (2|011-4346-
5748, (210800-999-5000

CELL PHONES

It's best to bring your own un-
locked tri- or quad-band GSM
cell phone to Argentina, then
buy an inexpensive SIM chip

credits (or carga virtual) as
needed. Both SIM chips and
credits can be bought at many
kiosks or locutorios; look for
the ‘recarga facil’ signs. Many
Argentines use this system
with their cell phones. Phone
linlocking services are avail-
nble; ask around.

You can also buy cell
phones that use SIM chips;
these usually include some
credits for your first batch
of calls. Be careful renting
phones as they're not usually
o better deal than outright
buying a cell phone.

If you plan to travel with
aniPhone or other G3 smart
phone, prepare yourself — you
may need to purchase an in-
lernational plan to avoid being
hit by a huge bill for roaming
costs. On the other hand, it's
possible to call internationally
for free or very cheap, using a
VolP (Voice over Internet Pro-
locol) system such as Skype.
[his is a constantly changing
lield, so do some research
hefore you travel.

Cell phone numbers in
Argentina are always preced-
ed by '15 If you're calling a
cellular phone number from
alandline, you'll have to dial

: 15first. But if you're calling a
: cell phone from another cell
phone, you don't need to dial :

¢ /T TETEAEET TR M TN
i Toilets

: Public toilets in Argentina are
: better than in most of South

: America, but there are cer-

: tainly exceptions. For the truly
i squeamish, the better restau-
i rants and cafes are good alter-
i natives. Large shopping malls
: often have public bathrooms,
i as do international fast-food

: chains. Always carry your

: own toilet paper, since it often
i runs out in public restrooms,

i and don't expect luxuries

15 (at least within the same

: area code).

(you'll get a local number) and :
: PHONECARDS

Telephone calling cards are
sold at nearly all kiosks and

: make domestic and interna-
: tional calls far cheaper than
: calling direct. However, they

must be used from a fixed
line such as a home or hotel
telephone (provided you can

; dial outside the hotel). They
: cannot be used at most pay
i phones. Some locutorios al-

low you to use them, and al-

though they levy a surcharge,

the call is still cheaper than
dialing direct. When purchas-
ing one, tell the clerk the
country you will call so they
give you the right card.

BT F TR L TR L]
Time

i Argentina is three hours be-
i hind GMT and generally does
i not observe daylight saving

time (though this situation

can easily change). When it's
noon in Argentina, it's 10am
in New York, 7am in San Fran-
cisco, 3pm in London and

i 1Ipm the next day in Sydney

i (add one hour to these desti-
i nations during their daylight
: saving times). Argentina uses
i the 24-hour clock in written

: communications, but both

: the 12- and 24-hour clocks

i can be used conversationally.

such as soap, hot water and

i paper towels either. In smaller
: towns, some public toilets
: charge a small fee for entry.

Bidets are always available

¢ in hotel rooms and private
: homes, but not in public
i restrooms.

: Tourist

i Information

i Argentina’s national tourist

: board is the Secretaria de Tu-
: rismo de la Nacion; its main

: office is in Buenos Aires.

i Almost every city or town has
: atourist office, usually on or
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near the main plaza or at the
bus terminal. Each Argentine
province also has its own
representation in Buenos
Aires. Most of these are well
organized, often offering a
computerized database of
tourist information, and can
be worth a visit before head-
ing for the provinces.

Travelers with
Disabilities
Travelers with disabilities will
find things somewhat dif-
ficult in Argentina. Those in
wheelchairs in particular will
quickly realize that many cit-
ies' narrow, busy and uneven
sidewalks are difficult to nego-
tiate. Crossing streets is also
a problem, since not every
corner has ramps (which are
often in need of repair) and
Argentine drivers don't have
much patience for slower
pedestrians, disabled or not.
Nevertheless, Argentines
with disabilities do get
around. In Buenos Aires
there a few buses described
as piso bajo — which lower to
provide wheelchair lifts — and
the Subte (subway) has a few
accessible stations, espe-
cially the newer ones.

properties, hotels usually do
not have wheelchair-acces-
sible rooms, meaning doors
are narrow and there is little
space to move around inside
the room. Bathrooms at mid-
range and budget hotels are
sometimes notoriously small,
making it difficult for any-
one (disabled or not) to get
around in. For truly accessible
rooms, you'll have better luck
in pricier hotels. Call ahead
and ask specific questions —
even if a hotel defines a room
as wheelchair-accessible, it

Ay RETRSE O BtERaRES instance, you might not need

i aBrazilian visa to cross from
: the Argentine town of Puerto
: : Iguazu to Foz do Iguagu and/
has been dedicated to better- { or Ciudad del Este, Paraguay,
: aslong as you return the

: same day. For more informa-
: tion on entering Brazil, see

: the boxed text (p189).

which you're accustomed.
Other than the use of
Braille on ATMs, little effort

ing accessibility for the blind.
Stoplights are rarely equipped
with sound alerts. The Bib-
lioteca Argentina Para
Ciegos (Argentine Library for

: Transportes Especiales
i ([2011-4306-6635, 011-15-

i 6863-9555; www.qrvtrans

i portes.com.ar) offers private

: wheelchair users.

! ing international organiza-
i tions:

: sath.org

i Nationals of the USA, Cana-
: da, most Western European

Except at four- and five-star | and Australia, however, must

: ity fee' upon arrival; see the
: boxed text, p602.

: document certifying that both
: parents agree to the child's
; travel. Parents may also wish

i the Blind, BAC; [2]011-4981-0137; :
i www.bac.org.ar) in Buenos i
i Aires maintains a Braille col-

i lection of books in Spanish, as
i well as other resources.

In Buenos Aires, QRV

transport and city tours
in vans fully equipped for

Also check out the follow-

Accessible Journeys www.
disabilitytravel.com

Flying Wheels Travel www.
flyingwheelstravel.com
Mobility International
USA www.miusa.org
Society for Accessible
Travel & Hospitality www.

AN TR T IR VI EEAT
Visas

countries, Australia and New
Zealand do not need a visa to
visit Argentina. Upon arrival,
most visitors get a 90-day
stamp in their passport.
Those from the USA, Canada

pay a significant ‘reciproc-
Dependent children

traveling without both parents
theoretically need a notarized

¢ Bolivian border town of
¢ Villazén, near La Quiaca (56

i accesibleingles/?categorias; -
: Antértida Argentina 1355;
: ©8am-2pm Mon-Fri). The fee

i staying more than three
i months is to cross into Co

to bring a copy of the custody
form; however, there's a good
chance they won't be asked
for either document.
Depending on your na-
tionality, very short visits to
neighboring countries some-
times do not require visas. For

: (with likely a low percentage
i of money going directly to
i those in need). Before choos:
i ing an organization, it's good
i to talk to other volunteers
i about their experiences.

i Buenos Aires' villas. !

: gapark.com/homeingles.html)
i One of a kind.

The same is true at the

the boxed text, p222). Of=
ficials at Paraguayan crosss
ings can charge a fine from
crossers who don't have a
Paraguayan visa (see the

i boxed text, p177). 1

Visa Extensions i
For a 90-day extension on :

i your tourist visa, get ready
i for bureaucracy and visit I
i Buenos Aires’ immigration .

is AR$300 - interestingly
enough, the same charge a “
overstaying your visa.

Another option if you're

Uruguay) or into Chile for a b
day or two before your visa
expires, then return witha

need a visa to enter the othe
country.

Volunteering

There are many opportuni=
ties for volunteering in Argel
tina, from food banks to villas
miserias to organic farms
to working with monkeys.
Some ask for just your time,
or amodest fee — and some
charge hundreds of dollars

Organizations include:

Centro Conviven (www.
conviven.org.ar) Helps kids in’

makeadifference_v.htm) Help
to create a national park.

Eco Yoga Park (www.ecoyo

Fundacién Banco de Ali-
mentos (www.bancode
alimentos.org.ar) Short-term
work at a food bank.
Habitat for Humanity
Argentina (www.hpha.org.ar)
[Building communities.
L.I.F.E. (www.lifeargentina.
org) More help for kids in
Argentine villas.

Parque Nacional Los
Glaciares ([2102962-430004)
Summer work with park
rangers in El Chaltén. Span-
ish-language skills preferred.
Refugio del Caraya (www.
volunteer-with-howler-monkeys.
org)

Unién de los Pibes (www.
uniondelospibes.blogspot.com)
Buenos Aires’ kids in need.
Voluntario Global (www.
voluntarioglobal.org.ar) Com-
munity volunteering.
Referral services:

Anda Responsible Travel
(www.andatravel.com.ar/en/
volunteering)

Foundation for Sustain-
able Development (www.
fsdinternational.org)

La Montafia (www.lamon
tana.com/volunteer-work)
Volunteer in Bariloche.
Patagonia Volunteer (www.
patagoniavolunteer.org) Op-
portunities in Patagonia.
South American Explor-
ers (www.saexplorers.org/
volunteer/home)

Volunteer South America
(www.volunteersouthamerica.
net) List of NGOs.

WWOOF Argentina (www.
wwoofargentina.com) Organic
farming in Argentina.
Voluntario Global (www.
voluntarioglobal.org.ar) Com-
munity volunteering.

dependent (www.argentinain
dependent.com), or interning
at the Buenos Aires Herald
(www.buenosaireshelald.com).

§ R I S T S
i Women Travelers

i Being a woman traveling

: inArgentina is a challenge,
: especially if you are young,
i alone and/or maintaining

i aninflexible liberal attitude.
i In some ways Argentina is

: a safer place for awoman

i than Europe, the USA and

i most other Latin American
i countries, but dealing with its
i machismo culture can be a
i real pain in the ass.

Some males brimming
with testosterone feel the
need to commenton a
woman's attractiveness.

i This often happens when the
: woman is alone and walking

by on the street; it occasion-
ally happens to two or more

: women walking together, but
i never to a heterosexual cou-

ple. Verbal comments include
crude language, hisses, whis-

: tles and piropos (flirtatious
: comments), which are often
: vulgar — although some can
: be eloquent.

The best thing to do

i is completely ignore the

comments. After all, many
Argentine women enjoy get-
ting these ‘compliments’ and

: most men don't necessarily
: mean to be insulting; they're
: just doing what males in their

culture are brought up to do.
On the plus side of ma-

| IS I A |
: Work

: Unless you have a special
Writers can consider penning
articles for the Argentina In- :
: paid work in Argentina other
: than teaching English - or

: perhaps putting timein at a
i hostel or expat bar. And it's

skill, business, and/or speak
Spanish, it’s hard to find

good to realize that you're
not likely to get rich doing
these things.

Working out of an insti-
tute in Buenos Aires, native
English-speakers can earn
around AR$40 per hour (and
you aren't paid for prep time
or travel time, which can add
another hour or two for each
hour of teaching). Twenty
hours a week of actual teach-
ing is about enough for most
people. Frustrations include
dealing with unpleasant in-
stitutes, time spent cashing
checks at the bank, classes
being spread throughout the
day and cancelled classes.
Institute turn-over is high
and most people don't teach
for more than a year.

A TEFL certification can
certainly help but isn't man-
datory for all jobs (check out

: www.teflbuenosaires.com).
i You'll make more money

i teaching private students,

! but it takes time to gain a

i client base. And you should
i take into account slow pe-
! riods, such as December

i through February, when

i many locals leave town on

summer vacation.

To find a job, call up the
institutes or visit expat bars
and start networking. March
is when institutes are ramp-
ing up their courses, so it's

i the best ti fi !
chismo, expect mentohold a : enesttimeteing wos

: door open for you and let you
: enter first, including getting

: on buses; this gives you a

: better chance at grabbing an
: empty seat, so get in there

i quick.

Many teachers work on
tourist visas (which is not

a big deal), heading over to
Uruguay every three months
for a new visa or visiting the
immigration office for a visa

: extension.

For job postings, check
out www.buenosaires.
en.craigslist.org and the clas-
sified section of www.just
landed.com. You could also
try posting on expat website
forums, such as www.ba
expats.org.
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Transportation

GETTING THERE
& AWAY

Flights, tours and rail tickets
can be booked online at lone
lyplanet.com/bookings.

decent international repu-
tation. Most international

: flights arrive at Buenos

: Aires’ Aeropuerto Interna-
: cional Ministro Pistarini

: (Ezeiza; [2]011-5480-6111),

: which is a 40- to 60-minute

Entering
Argentina

Entering Argentina is
straightforward; immigration
officials at airports are gener-
ally quick to the point, while
those at border crossings
may take more time scruti-
nizing your passport. Once
you're in the country, police
can still demand identifica-
tion any time. Carry at least a
photocopy of your passport
around at all times.

YT A YT ST YT TR EINIT
Air

Argentina has direct flights
between North America, the
UK, Europe, Australia, New
Zealand, and South Africa,
and from nearly all South
American countries. You can
fly to a neighboring country,
such as Brazil, and continue
overland to Argentina.

Airports
Aerolineas Argentinas is the
national carrier and has a

i shuttle bus or taxi ride out
: of town. For information on
i how to get into town from

: Ezeiza, see p101.

Close to downtown Bue-

nos Aires is Aeroparque
¢ Internacional Jorge New-

‘b J/011-5480-6111), which :
; bery () i i Andes. Due to weather, some

andles mostly domestic

Argentine airports can be

i found online at Aeropuer-

os Argentina 2000 (www.
22000.com.ar).

rossings from neighbor-
ng Chile, Bolivia, Paraguay,
Brazil and Uruguay; the
ollowing lists are only the
rincipal crossings. Gener-

i ally, border formalities are
i straightforward as long as
i all your documents are in
: order.

¢ bus from Salta or Jujuy, take
i abus to Aguas Blancas and

i Yacuiba.

i for more information on the
i peculiarities of this border

i crossing, especially if you're

i crossing the border into Brazil
i only to see the other side of :
i Iguazu Falls. For specifics, se@

i p189. There is also a border
i crossing from Pasodelos
i Libres to Uruguaiana (Brazil).

lights but also a few interna- :
: tional ones from neighboring
i countries.

Basic information on most

i the most commonly used
i crossings:

i Bariloche to Puerto i
: Montt This border crossing =
: over the Andes to Chile is

: usually no fuss; an optional

: ‘tour’ is the famous, scenic

: 12-hour bus-boat combina-

: tion. It takes two days in

i winter. See p371.

i El Calafate to Puerto Na-

! tales and Parque Nacional

: Torres del Paine Probably

: BOLIVIA -
i La Quiaca to Villazén Many

buses go from Jujuy and
Salta to La Quiaca, where
you must walk across a
bridge to the Bolivian border.
Aguas Blancas to Ber-
mejo From Oran, reached by

then Bermejo, where you
can catch a bus to Tarija.

Salvador Mazza (Pocitos)

: to Yacuiba Buses from I
¢ Jujuy or Salta go to Salva- =
: dor Mazza at the Bolivian

border, where you cross
and grab a shared taxi to

| BRAZIL i
i The most common crossing 4
: is from Puerto Iguazt to Foz

:

: CHILE X
i There are numerous cross-

i ings between Argentinaand
i Chile. Except in far southern ’
i Patagonia, every land cross-

ing involves crossing the

high-altitude passes close in

i winter; even the busy Men-

: doza—Santiago route over RN -

i 7 can close for several days

i (sometimes longer) during a

i severe storm. Always check

: road conditions, especially if

i you have a flight scheduled

: on the other side of the \ 1
RS T AL AR s T b i s sl ca va i

: Land

i Border Crossings
i There are numerous border

mountains. The following are

the most beaten route down
here, heading from the Gla-
ciar Perito Moreno (near El
Calafate) to Parque Nacional

Natales). Several buses per
day in summer; one to two
daily in the off-season.

Los Antiguos to Chile
Chico Those entering
Argentina from Chile can
access the rugged RN

40 from here and head
down to El Chaltén and El
Calafate. Best in summer,
when there's actually public
transport available.
Mendoza to Santiago
The most popular crossing
between the two countries,
passing 6962m Aconcagua
en route.

Salta to San Pedro de
Atacama (via Jujuy, Pur-
mamarca and Susques)
A 10-hour bus ride through
the altiplano with stunningly

Ushuaia to Punta Arenas
Daily buses in summer,
fewer in winter, on this 10- to
12-hour trip (depending on
weather conditions), which
includes a ferry crossing at
either Porvenir or Punta Del-
gada/Primera Angostura.

URUGUAY & PARAGUAY
There are two direct border
crossings between Argentina
and Paraguay: Clorinda to
Asuncion, and Posadas to
Encarnacién. From Puerto
Iguazu, Argentina, you can

Ciudad del Este, Paraguay.

Border crossings from Ar-
gentine cities to Uruguayan
cities include Gualeguaychu
to Fray Bentos; Colén to

i Paysandy; and Concordia

: to Salto. All involve cross-

: ing bridges. Buses from

i Buenos Aires to Montevideo
Torres del Paine (near Puerto :
i however, are slower and less
: convenient than the ferries

i (or ferry-bus combinations)
: across the Rio de la Plata.

: Bus

i Travelers can bus to Argentina
: from most bordering coun-

: tries. Buses are usually com-

: fortable, modern and fairly

: clean. Crossing over does not
: involve too many hassles; just :
: make sure that you have any
: proper visas beforehand.

i Train

i Anew train service between

i Argentina and Uruguay

i began in September 2011,

: linking Pilar in Argentina with
: Paso de los Toros in Uruguay.
i It's not currently very practi-
beaLtifulscenery (see P217). | £1q ayertualy ink Buenbe
i Aires and Montevideo by rail.

Hils S T i
i River

i There are several river cross-

i ings between Uruguay and i
i Buenos Aires that involve ferry :
i or hydrofoil, and often require
i combinations with buses.

{ Buenos Aires to Colonia
i Daily ferries (one to three

i hours) head to Colonia,

i with bus connections to

: Montevideo (additional

b i three hours).

also cross through Brazil into i Buenos Aires to Montevi-
i deo High-speed ferries carry
i passengers from downtown
i Buenos Aires to the Uru-

i guayan capital in only 2%

i hours.

and other waterfront cities,

IS THAT A BANANA IN YOUR BACKPACK?

You've been warned: don't bring any fresh produce, dairy products or meat when cross-
ing from Argentina into Chile (either overland or by air). There will likely be an inspection
of all baggage at the border or airport, possibly with cute Chilean sniffer dogs, and if
you're found with any ‘contraband’ you could be fined up to US$300. Even dried or dehy-
drated food — and especially trail mix — might not be allowed.
So finish up that sandwich (quickly) and bring some water to help with all that the chew-
ing. Don't expect such a thorough check when crossing back, however — good or bad, Ar-
gentina doesn't seem to care nearly as much about inspecting fruit-munching travelers.

i Tigre to Carmelo Regular
i passenger launches speed

¢ from the Buenos Aires sub-
i urb of Tigre to Carmelo in

i 2% hours (services also go

i to Montevideo from Tigre).

. GETTING
. AROUND

§ TR P S P T S TIL
i Air

i Airlines in Argentina
i The national carrier,

: Aerolineas Argentinas

i ((210810-222-86527; www.aero
i lineas.com), offers the most

i domestic flights, but it's not

i necessarily better than its

i competitors. Other airlines

i with domestic flights include
: LAN (LAN; [2)0810-999-9526;
: www.lan.com) and Lineas

i Aéreas del Estado (LADE;

i [710810-810-5233; www.lade.

: com.ar), the air force's pas-

i senger service. The latter has
i some of the least expensive

i air tickets and specializes

i in Patagonia; the airline has

i very few flights, however, and
i most are short hops.

Some domestic airlines
operate on a two-tier system,

: where foreigners pay more

i than locals for the same tick-
i et. If you fly to Argentina with
i Aerolineas Argentinas, how-

i ever, you can get discounted
i domestic tickets. The catch

i is that you must purchase

i these outside Argentina, usu-
i ally when you purchase your
i international flight.

Nearly all domestic

flights land at Aeroparque
; Internacional Jorge
i Newbery ((2/011-5480-6111;
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EZEIZA ARRIVAL TIPS

Citizens from several countries have to pay a ‘reciprocity fee' (tasa de reciprocidad) when =
they land in Ezeiza. This is equal to what Argentines are charged for visas to visit those i
countries. These fees include US$140 to US$150 for US citizens (good for five to 10 years),
US$75 to US$150 for Canadians (good one to five years) and US$100 for Australians

(good for one year). The fee is payable in cash, credit card or traveler's check. It's currently %

charged at Ezeiza only, but in the future might be collected at all immigration checkpoints
To change money at Ezeiza, be careful with cambios (exchange houses). Their rates
are generally bad and rarely they've been known to pass fake bills. For better rates,
pass the rows of transport booths, go outside the doors into the reception hall and veer
sharply to the right to find Banco de la Nacion's small office; it's open 24 hours and has -
an ATM (there's another ATM nearby, next to Farmacity, and yet another way beyond, at

the airline counters).

Ezeiza is about 35km from Buenos Aires' center. For shuttle buses and taxis from
Ezeiza to the center, see pl01. There's a helpful tourist information booth ((215480-

6111, &24hr) just beyond the city's taxi stand.

If you need a hotel near the airport, try the pleasant Posada de las Aguilas (24480-
9637: www.posadadelasaguilas.com.ar; José Hernandez 128; s/d AR$340/380; BI&=]); it's Just

a few minutes from Ezeiza and it provides transfers.

www.aa2000.com.ar), a short
distance north of downtown
Buenos Aires.

Demand for flights around
the country can be heavy, es-
pecially during some holidays
(such as Christmas or East-
er) and the vacation months
of January, February and July.
Seats are often booked out
well in advance so reserve as
far ahead as possible.

Bicycle
If you dig cycling your way
around a country, Argentina
has potential. You'll see the
landscape in greater detail,
have far more freedom than
you would if beholden to
public transportation, and
likely meet more locals.
Road bikes are suitable
for many paved roads, but
byways are often narrow and
surfaces can be rough. A
todo terreno (mountain bike)
is often safer and more con-
venient, allowing you to use
the unpaved shoulder and

gravel roads throughout the
country. Argentine bicycles
are improving in quality, but
are still far from equal to
their counterparts in Europe
or the USA.

There are two major

i drawbacks to long-distance

i bicycling in Argentina. One is
: the wind, which in Patagonia
i can slow your progress to a

i crawl. The other is Argentine
i motorists: on many of the

i country's straight, narrow,

: two-lane highways, they

i can be a serious hazard to

: cyclists. Make yourself as

: visible as possible, and wear
i ahelmet.

: kit and extra parts (and the

i know-how to use them) and

i stock up on good maps, whicl
i isusually easier to do once

: you're in Argentina. Always

i confirm directions and inquire
: about conditions locally;

: maps can be unreliable and

: conditions change regularly.

: In Patagonia, a windbreaker

i and warm clothing are essen-
: tial. Don't expect much traffic
: on some back roads.

Bring an adequate repair

For some good places

around the country in which
: to spin your wheels, see p32.
{ Rental

the very extensive network of :

Bicycle rentals (mostly

mountain bikes) are avail-

: able in many popular tourist
i destinations, such as along

: the Atlantic Coast, Mendoza,
: Bariloche and other towns

: throughout the Lake District

and Cordoba's Central Sier-
i ras. Prices are by the hour ar-'

Purchase ul
: Many towns have bike shops.
¢ but high-quality bikes are exs
i pensive, and repair parts can
: be hard to come by. If you dq\

i you're doing serious cycling)

: country of origin.

i Boat

: Opportunities for boat or
: river travel in and around
i Argentina are limited, though
i there are regular internation-
: al services to/from Uruguay
i and to/from Chile via the
i Lake District. Further south,
: from Ushuaia, operators
: offer boat trips on the Beagle.
i Channelin Tierra del Fuego.

i be on the water, head to the
i Buenos Aires suburb of Tigre,
: where there are numerous
: boat excursions around the
: delta of the Rio de la Plata.

day, and are affordable.

ecide to buy while you're =
ere, you're best off doing sa
n Buenos Aires — selection
n other major cities is pretty:
lim. Prices for an imported
bike (which you'll want if

are much higher than in their

Otherwise, if you must I

AR e LR S T
Bus

If you're doing any serious
traveling around Argentina,
you'll become very familiar
with the country's excellent
bus network, which reaches
almost everywhere. Long-
distance buses (known as
micros) are fast, surprisingly
comfortable and can be a
rather luxurious experience.
It's the way most Argentines
get around. Larger luggage is
stowed in the hold below, se-
curity is generally good (espe-
cially on the 1st-class buses)
and attendants tag your bags.
If you have a long way to go —
say, Buenos Aires to Mendoza
- overnight buses are the way
to go, saving you a night's
accommodations and the
daylight hours for fun.
Hundreds of bus compa-
nies serve different regions
but a few bigger lines (listed

business:

Andesmar ((2/0261-429-
9501, 011-6385-0883; www.
andesmar.com) Serves the
entire country.

Chevallier ((2)011-4000-
5255; www.nuevachevallier.
com) Routes from Bariloche
to Salta.

El Rapido International
(1210261-429-9501, 011-6385-
0883; www.elrapidoint.com.
ar) Buenos Aires, Mendoza,
Coérdoba and Rosario. Inter-
national service to Santiago
and Vifia del Mar (Chile) and
Lima (Peru).

Via Bariloche ([2/0810-333-

7575; www.viabariloche.com.ar)

Serves most destinations in

La Pampa province, the Lake fogid t6 e the most expen:

: sive. Many companies accept
: credit cards.

District and Patagonia.

Most cities and towns have

a central bus terminal where
each company has its own
ticket window. Some compa-
nies post schedules promi-
nently, and the ticket price
and departure time is always
on the ticket you buy. Expect
restrooms, left luggage, fast-
food stalls, kiosks and news-
paper vendors inside or near
almost every large terminal.

i In tourist destination cities

: they'll often have a tourist

i information office. Thereare
: generally few if any hotel touts :
: or other traveler-hassling

types at terminals; El Calafate
is one notable exception.
One well-run Buenos

i Aires company where you

can buy practically any long-
distance bus ticket online
(and without commission)
is Omnilineas ([2/011-4326-
3924; www.omnilineas.com).

: Its excellent website has bus
: travel tips and more.

Classes & Costs
Better bus lines such as
Chevallier and Andesmar
have modern coaches with

: spacious, comfortable seats,
: large windows, air-condition-

ing, TVs, toilets (though don’
expect luxury here — and

: bring toilet paper) and some-
: times an attendant serving

] : coffee and snacks.
here) dominate the long-haul :

On overnight trips it's
well worth the extra pesos
to go coche cama (sleeper

: class), though the cheaper

: semi-cama (semisleeper)

: is definitely manageable. In

: coche cama seats are wider,

: recline almost flat and are far
i more comfortable. For even

i more luxury there's ejecutivo
: (executive) which is avail-

: able on a few popular runs.

: If pinching pesos, comun

: (common) is the cheapest

; class. For trips less than

i about five hours, there's usu-
i ally no choice and buses are

i comun or semi-cama, which
: are both usually just fine.

Bus fares vary widely de-

company. Patagonia runs

: Reservations

i Often you don't need to buy

: bus tickets beforehand un-

: less you're traveling on a

i Friday between major cities,
i when overnight coche cama
: services sell out fast. During
i holiday stretches, such as

i late December through Feb-
i ruary, July and August, tick-

: ets sell quickly so buy ahead

i on the outskirts of a big town

i without commission. Ask at

i Inthe Lake District and north-

i are good during summer (No-
i vember through March), when

603

i of time. As soon as you arrive
i somewhere, especially if it's

town with limited services,
ind out which companies go

i to your next destination and

when, and plan your trip.
When the bus terminal is

r city, there are often down-
own agencies selling tickets

our hotel.

Seasonal Services

rn Patagonia, bus services

SNg NOILVLYOdSNVYL

here are many microbus

routes to campgrounds, along
i lake circuits, to trail heads and
: to other destinations popular

with tourists. Outside sum-

i mer, however, these services
i slow way down.

In Patagonia the famed
tretch of RN 40, or Ruta

i Nacional Cuarenta (Route

i 40), is infrequently traveled

i and rough, though it's slowly
i being paved. There's little

: public transport, and it's

i mostly via expensive, sum-

: mertime microbus ‘tours. For
: more details, see p417.

Car & Motorcycle

i Because Argentinais so large,
i many parts are accessible

only by private vehicle, de-
pite the country's extensive
public transport system. This
s especially true in Patagonia,

: where distances are great and
: buses can be infrequent.

; pending on season, class and Automobile

: Associations

i Whenever driving in Argen-

! tina, it's worth being a mem-

i ber of the Automévil Club

i Argentino (ACA; www.aca.org.
; ar), which has offices, gas sta-
! tions and garages throughout
: the country and offers road

i service and towing in and

i around maijor destinations.

i ACA recognizes members of

i most overseas auto clubs and
: grants them privileges includ-
i ing road service and discounts
i on maps and accommoda-

: tions. Bring your card.
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Bring Your Own
Vehicle

Chile is probably the best
country on the continent for
shipping a vehicle from over-
seas, though Argentina is fea-
sible. Getting the vehicle out
of customs typically involves
routine but time-consuming
paperwork.

Driver’s License &
Documents

Technically you're supposed
to have an International Driv-
ing Permit to supplement
your national or state driver's
license (though you can rent
a car without one). If you are
stopped, police will inspect
your automobile registration
and insurance and tax docu-
ments, all of which must be
up to date.

Drivers of Argentine ve-
hicles must carry their title
document (tarjeta verde or
‘green card'); if it's a rental,
make sure it's in the glove
box. For foreign vehicles, cus-
toms permission is the ac-
ceptable substitute. Liability
insurance is obligatory, and
police often ask to see proof
of insurance at checkpoints.

Fuel

Nafta (gas) prices are
roughly similar to the US.
Avoid comUn (regular) as it's
usually low quality. Super
and premium are better
choices. In Patagonia gas
prices are about a third
what they are elsewhere.
Estaciones de servicio (gas
stations) are fairly common,
but outside the cities keep
an eye on your gas gauge. In
Patagonia it's a good idea to
carry extra fuel.

i Rental

i To rent a car, you must be

: at least 21 years of age and
i have a valid driver's license
i and a credit card. Agencies

i ly ask f Int tional i
rarely ask for an Internationa  Argentina; however. you HHR

i retically cannot take itout
: of the country without a no-
: tarized authorization, which
i can be difficult to obtain.

Driving Permit.
When you rent a ve-

¢ hicle find out how many
i kilometers are included.
i Unlimited-kilometer deals
i exist but are usually much

more expensive, depending

a car with one of the major

gets you lower rates.
One of the cheapest plac-

For motorcycle rentals, be

! at least 25 years of age and
i head to Motocare ([214761-
i 2696, www.motocare.com.ar/
: rental) located in Buenos

i Aires or Neuquén. Honda

i Transalps 700 are available;
¢ bring your own helmet and

¢ riding gear. For driving out-

i side big cities only.

i Purchase
i Purchasing a vehicle in Ar-
i gentina can be complicated

for foreigners. This usually

involves having a permanent
: emergency reflectors (bali-
! zas) and a fire extinguisher
i (matafuego). Headrests are
: required for the driver and

i passengers, and seatbelts
are obligatory (though few

¢ wear them). Motorcycle

i helmets are also obligatory,
i although this law is rarely

i enforced.

local address, obtaining a

CDI (a tax ID number) and
i paying for the vehicle in

cash. To buy a used vehicle,
you must transfer the title
at a title transfer office,
with the current owner and
all his/her proper papers
present. Make sure all li-
censes, unpaid tickets and
taxes have been paid.

NOW WE'RE GETTING SOMEWHERE

A very handy website for those driving around Argentina
is www.ruta0.com. Among other things, you can punch
in two destinations and get the recommended routes
(and whether they're paved or not), distances (in kilom-
eters), driving times and even how much it will cost in
gas consumption. Now if it could only warn you where to
avoid those crazy Argentine drivers.

this information with your

on the destination. Reserving i OWn current research.

; : =T i Insurance
¢ international agencies in your :

i home country sometimes : Liability insurance is obliga-

: tory in Argentina, and police
: ask to see proof of insurance

es torent a car is Bariloche; if at checkpoints. If you plan on

i you're heading to Patagonia
i for example, this is a good

i place to rent. Taking a rental
i car out of Argentina is not

i usually allowed.

: taking the car to neighboring
i countries, make sure it will

: remain covered (you'll have
: to pay extra). Among reputas
: bleinsurers in Argentina are
¢ Mapfre (www.mapfre.com.ar)
: and ACA (www.aca.org.ar).

i Road Rules &

: Hazards

i Anyone considering driving
¢ in Argentina should know

i that Argentine drivers are

: aggressive and commonly
i ignore speed limits, road

i signs and even traffic signals.
¢ Night driving is not recom-
: mended; in many regions

i animals hang out on the road
i for warmth. ‘

patrolling the highways, but
might meet them at major
intersections and roadside

: or consulate. If you do want

Speaking Spanish helps,

i Getting insurance withouta
: DNI (national document) can
¢ be difficult but not impos-

i sible. As a foreigner withouta
: DNI you may own a vehicle i

It's wise to supplement

Have on hand some

You won't often see police

checkpoints where they
conduct meticulous docu-
ment and equipment checks.
Sometimes these checks are
pretexts for graft. If you are
uncertain about your rights,
politely state your intention =~
to contact your embassy

?

1
|

to pay a bribe for the sake

of expediency, ask ¢Puedo
pagar la multa ahora?’ (‘Can
| pay the fine now?").

Hitchhiking
Hitchhiking (hacer dedo)

is never entirely safe in any
country in the world. Travel-
ers who decide to hitch
should understand that they
are taking a small but po-
tentially serious risk. People
who do choose to hitch will
be safer if they travel in pairs
and let someone know where
they are planning to go.

Along with Chile, Argen-
tina is probably the best
country for hitching in all of
South America. The major
drawback is that Argentine
vehicles are often stuffed full
with families and children,
but truckers will sometimes
pick up backpackers. A good
place to ask is at estaciones
de servicio (gas stations) at
the outskirts of large Argen-
tine cities, where truckers
gas up their vehicles.

Women can and do hitch-
hike alone, but should exer-
cise caution and especially
avoid getting into a car with
more than one man. In Pat-
agonia, where distances are
great and vehicles few, hitch-
ers should expect long waits
and carry warm, windproof
clothing and refreshments.

Having a sign will improve
your chances for a pickup,
especially if it says some-
thing like visitando Argentina
de Canada (visiting Argenti-
na from Canada), rather than
just a destination. Argentines
are fascinated by foreigners.

For good information (in
Spanish) see www.auto
stopargentina.com.ar, or try
www.wander-argentina.com/
hitchhiking-in-argentina.

© UESS A IS S B AT T
i Local :

! Transportation

i Bus

S — i Local Argentine buses, called
i colectivos, are notorious for
i charging down the street

i and spewing clouds of black
i smoke while traveling at

i breakneck speeds. Riding on
i them is a good way to see

i the cities and get around,

i providing you can sort out

i the often complex bus

i systems. Buses are clearly

i numbered and usually carry
i aplacard indicating their

i final destination. Sometimes,
: identically numbered buses

i serve slightly different routes
i (especially in big cities), so

i pay attention to the placards.
: To ask ‘Does this bus go (to

: the town center)?'say ¢Va

i este colectivo (al centro)?’

Most city buses operate

i on coins; you pay as you

i board. In some cities, such

i as Mendoza or Mar del Plata,
: you must buy prepaid bus

: cards or — in the case of Cor-
: doba - cospeles (tokens) as
¢ well. In both cases, they can

: be bought at any kiosk.

: Subway

i Buenos Aires is the only

i Argentine city with a sub-

: way system (known as the

i Subte), and it's the quickest
: and cheapest way of getting
i around the city center.

{ Taxi & Remise
i The people of Buenos Aires

make frequent use of taxis,
hich are digitally metered

i and cheap by US and Euro-

pean standards. Outside the
apital, meters are common

¢ but not universal, and you'll
! need to agree on a fare in

i advance. For more on taking
: taxis in BA, see p102.

Any business will phol
foryou if you ask.

Train Eh
For many years there wers
major reductions in long:
distance train service i
Argentina, but recent yoars

i have seen some rail lines b
i ing progressively reopenad.

i Agood source for informa:

: tion is www.seat61.com/

i southamerica.htm.

Trains continue to serve

: most of Buenos Aires anc

: some surrounding prov-

: inces. During the holiday

: periods, such as Christmas
i or national holidays, buy

i tickets in advance. Train

: fares tend to be lower than
i comparable bus fares, but
: trains are slower and there
: are fewer departure times

: and destinations. Long-dis-
: tance trains have sleepers.

Train buffs will want to

: take the narrow-gauge La

i Trochita (see p418), which

: runs 20km between Esquel

i and Nahuel Pan. Another

i legendary ride is Salta’s

i touristy but spectacular Tren
i alas Nubes (Train to the

: Clouds; p234), which at one

: point spans a desert canyor

i at the altitude of 4220m. Andl
: finally, a scenic stretch of

: track (and luxurious service

: aboard the Tren Patagénico,

i see p386) connects the Lake
¢ District hub of Bariloche to

i Viedma, on the Atlantic const
: of Patagonia.
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Language

Latin American Spanish pronunciation is
easy, as most sounds have equivalents in
English. Read our coloured pronunciation
guides as if they were English, and you'll be
understood. Note that kh is a throaty sound
(like the ‘ch’ in the Scottish loch), vand b are
like a soft English ‘v’ (betweena ‘v’ and a'b’),
andr is strongly rolled. Also note that the
letters Il (pronounced ly or simplified toy in
most parts of Latin America) and y are pro-
nounced like the 's’ in ‘measure’ or the 'sh’in
‘shut’ in Argentina, which gives the language
its very own local flavor. In this chapter,
we've used the symbol sh to represent this
sound. You'll get used to this idiosyncracy
very quickly listening to and taking your cues
from the locals.

The stressed syllables are indicated with
an acute accent in written Spanish (eg dias)
and with italics in our pronunciation guides.

The polite form is used in this chapter;
where both polite and informal options are
given, they are indicated by the abbrevia-
tions ‘pol” and ‘inf". Where necessary, both
masculine and feminine forms of words are
included, separated by a slash and with the
masculine form first, eg perdido/a (m/f).

BASICS

Hello. Hola. o-la
Goodbye. Adiés./Chau.  a-dyos/chow
Howareyou?  (Quétal? ke tal

Fine, thanks. Bien, gracias.  byen gra-syas
Excuse me. Perdén. per-don
Sorry. Lo siento. lo syen-to
Please. Por favor. por fa-vor

WANT MORE?

For in-depth language
information and handy
phrases, check out Lonely
Planet's Latin American Spanish
Phrasebook. You'll find it at
shop.lonelyplanet.com, or
you can buy Lonely Planet's
iPhone phrasebooks at the

Apple App Store.

Thank you. Gracias. gra-syas
You're De nada. dena-da

welcome.
Yes./No. Si./No. see/no
My nameis ...
Me llamo ... mesha-mo ...
What's your name?

¢Cémo se llama Usted? ko-mo se sha-ma oo-ste (pol)

¢Coémo te llamas? ko-mo te sha-mas (inf)
Do you speak English?
¢Habla inglés? a-bla een-gles (pol)
¢Hablas inglés? a-blas een-gles (inf)
| don’t understand.
Yo no entiendo. yo no en-tyen-do
ACCOMMODATIONS
I'dlike a ... Quisierauna  kee-sye-raoo-na
room. habitacién ... a-bee-ta-syon...
single individual een-dee-vee-dwal
double doble do-ble
Signs
Abierto Open
Cerrado Closed
Entrada Entrance
Hombres/Varones Men
Mujeres/Damas Women
Prohibido Prohibited
Salida Exit
Servicios/Bafios Toilets

LUNFARDO

Below are are some of the spicier
lunfardo (slang) terms you may hear on
your travels in Argentina.

boliche - disco or nightclub

boludo - jerk, asshole, idiot; often used in a
friendly fashion, but a deep insult to a stranger

bondi - bus
buena onda - good vibes
carajo - asshole, prick; bloody hell

chabén/chabona - kid, guy/girl (term of
endearment)

che - hey

diez puntos - OK, cool, fine (literally ‘10 points’)
fiaca - laziness

guita - money

laburo - job

macanudo - great, fabulous

mango - one peso

masa - a great, cool thing

mina - woman

morfar - eat

pendejo - idiot

piba/pibe - cool young guy/girl

piola - cool, clever

pucho - cigarette

re - very, eg re interestante (very interesting)
trucho - fake , imitation , bad quality
iPonete las pilas! - Get on with it! (literally
‘Put in the batteries!")

Me mataste. - | don't know; | have no idea.
(literally ‘You've killed me’)

Le faltan un par de jugadores. - He's not
playing with a full deck. (literally ‘He's a
couple of players short)

che boludo - The most portefio phrase on
earth. Ask a friendly local youth to explain.

How much is it per night/person?

¢Cuénto cuestapor  kwan-to kwes-ta por

noche/persona? no-che/per-so-na

Does it include breakfast?

¢Incluye el desayuno?  een-kloo-she el de-sa-shoono

campsite terreno de te-re-no de
camping kam-peeng

hotel hotel o-tel

guesthouse hosteria os-te-ree-a

youth hostel albergue al-ber-ge
juvenil khoo-ve-neel

air-con aire acondi- ai-re a-kon-dee-
cionado syo-na-do

bathroom bafio ba-nyo

bed cama ka-ma

window ventana ven-ta-na

DIRECTIONS

Where's ...?

¢Dénde esta ...? don-dees-a...

What's the address?

éCudl es ladireccion?  kwal es la dee-rek-syon

Could you please write it down?

¢Puede escribirlo, pwe-de es-kree-beer-lo

por favor? por fa-vor

Can you show me (on the map)?
(Melo puede indicar ~ me lo pwe-de een-dee-kar

(enelmapa)? (en el ma-pa)
atthecorner enlaesquina  enlaeskeena
at the traffic  enel enel

lights semaforo se-ma-fo-ro
behind ... detrés de ... de-tras de ...
far lejos le-khos
infrontof.. enfrentede.. enfrentede..
left izquierda ees-kyer-da
near cerca ser-ka
next to ... al lado de ... alla-dode ...
opposite ... frentea... fren-tea...
right derecha de-re-cha
straight ahead todo recto to-do rek-to
EATING & DRINKING
Can | see the menu, please?
¢Puedo ver el mend, pwe-do ver el me:noo
por favor? por fa-vor
What would you recommend?
¢Qué me recomienda? ke me re-ko-myen-da
Do you have vegetarian food?
¢ Tienen comida tye-nen ko-mee-da
vegetariana? ve-khe-ta-rya-na
| don't eat (red meat).
No como (carneroja).  no ko-mo (kar-ne ro-kha)
That was delicious!
iEstaba buenisimo! es-ta-ba bwe-nee-see-mo
Cheers!
iSalud! sa-loo
The bill, please.

La cuenta, por favor. la kwen-ta por fa-vor

I'd like a Quisiera una kee-sye-raoo-na

table for ... mesapara... me-sapara...
(eight) o'clock /as (ocho) las (0-cho)
(two) people  (dos) (dos)

per-so-nas

personas
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Key Words
appetisers aperitivos a-pe-ree-tee-vos
bottle botella bo-te-sha
bowl bol bol
breakfast desayuno de-sa-shoo-no
children’s ment me-noo

menu infantil een-fan-teel
(too) cold (muy) frio (mooy) free-o
dinner cena se-na
food comida ko-mee-da
fork tenedor te-ne-dor
glass vaso va-so
hot (warm) caliente ka-lyen-te
knife cuchillo koo-chee-yo
lunch almuerzo al-mwer-so
main course  plato pla-to

principal preen-see-pal

plate plato pla-to
restaurant restaurante  res-tow-ran-te
spoon cuchara koo-cha-ra
with/without  con/sin kon/seen
D S e R TS S A U L S
Meat & Fish
beef carnedevaca karne de va-ka
chicken pollo po-sho
duck pato pa-to
fish pescado pes-ka-do
lamb cordero kor-de-ro
pork cerdo ser-do
turkey pavo pa-vo
veal ternera ter-ne-ra

EL VOSEO

Fruit & Vegetables
apple manzana man-sa-na
apricot damasco da-mas-ko
artichoke alcaucil al-kow-seel
asparagus esparragos ~ es-pa-ra-gos
banana banana ba-na-na
beans chauchas chow-chas
beetroot remolacha re-mo-la-cha
cabbage repollo re-po-sho
carrot zanahoria sa-na-o-rya
celery apio a-pyo
cherry cereza se-re-sa i
corn choclo cho-klo
cucumber pepino pe-pee-no
fruit fruta froo-ta
grape uvas 00-vas
lemon limén lee-mon
lentils lentejas len-te-khas
lettuce lechuga le-choo-ga
mushroom champifion ~ cham-pee:nyon
nuts nueces nwe-ses
onion cebolla se-bo-sha
orange naranja na-ran-kha
peach durazno doo-ras-no
peas arvejas ar-ve-khas
(red/green)  pimiento pee-myen-to
pepper (rojo/verde)  (ro-kho/ver-de) =
pineapple anana a-na-na
plum ciruela seer-we-la
potato papa pa-pa
pumpkin zapallo sa-pa-sho
spinach espinacas es-pee-na-kas

Spanish in the Rio de la Plata region differs from that of Spain and the rest of the

Americas, most notably in the use of the informal form of 'you'. Instead of tuteo (the use

of ti1), Argentines commonly speak with voseo (the use of vos), a relic from 16th-century

Spanish requiring slightly different grammar. All verbs change in spelling, stress and

pronunciation. Examples of verbs ending in -ar, -er and -ir are given below - the ti forms

are included to illustrate the contrast. Imperative forms (commands) also differ, but !

negative imperatives are identical in tuteo and voseo. i
The Spanish phrases in this chapter use the vos form. An Argentine inviting a foreigner |

to address him or her informally will say Me podés tutear (literally 'You can address me

with td"), even though they'll use the vos forms in subsequent conversation.

Verb Tuteo Voseo

hablar (speak): You speak./Speak! Td hablas./iHabla! Vos hablas./iHabla!
comer (eat): You eat./Eat! Tt comes./iCome! Vos comés./iComé!
venir (come): You come./Come! Ta vienes./iVen! Vos venis./iVeni!

strawberry frutilla
tomato tomate
vegetable verdura
watermelon  sandia

froo-tee-sha
to-ma-te
ver-doo-ra
san-dee-a

Other

bread pan
butter manteca
cheese queso
egg huevo
honey miel
jam mermelada
oil aceite
pasta pasta
pepper pimienta
rice arroz
salt sal
sugar azlcar
vinegar vinagre

pan
man-te-ka
ke-so

we-vo

myel
mer-me-la-da
a-sey-te
pas-ta
pee-myen-ta
a-ros

sal

a-s00-kar
vee-na-gre

Drinks
beer cerveza
coffee café
(orange) jugo
juice (de naranja)
milk leche
tea té
(mineral) agua
water (mineral)
(red/white) vino (tinto/
wine blanco)
EMERGENCIES
Help! iSocorro!
Go away! iVete!
Call ...! iLlamea...!
a doctor un médico
the police la policia

Question Words

How? ¢Cémo?
What? ZQué?
When? ¢Cuéndo?
Where? ¢Donde?
Who? ¢Quién?
Why? ¢Por qué?

ser-ve-sa
ka-fe

khoo-go

(de na-ran-kha)
le-che

te

a-gwa
(mee-ne-ral)

vee-no (teen-to/
blan-ko)

50-k0-T0
ve-te

sha-mea...
oon me-dee-ko
lapo-lee-see-a

ko-mo
ke
kwan-do
don-de
kyen
por ke
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I'm lost.
Estoy perdido/a. es-toy per-dee-do/a (m/f)
I'mill.
Estoy enfermo/a.  es-toy en-fermo/a (m/f)
I'm allergic to (antibiotics).
Soy alérgico/aa soy a-lerkhee-ko/aa
(los antibidticos).  (los an-tee-byo-tee-kos) (m/f) =
Where are the toilets? ;
¢Dénde estanlos  don-de es-tan los o
barios? ba-nyos S
o
m
SHOPPING & SERVICES =
I'd like to buy ... L
Quisiera comprar ... kee-sye-rakom-prar ... o
I'm just looking. =
Sélo estoy mirando.  so-lo es-toy mee-ran-do =
Can | look at it? ©
¢Puedo verlo? pwe-do ver-lo
| don't like it.
No me gusta. no me goos-ta
How muchis it?
¢Cudnto cuesta?  kwan-to kwes-ta
That'’s too expensive.
Es muy caro. es mooy ka-ro
Can you lower the price?
¢Podria bajar un po-dree-a ba-khar oon
poco el precio? po-ko el pre-syo
There's a mistake in the bill.
Hay un error aioon e-ror
en la cuenta. en lakwen-ta
ATM cajero ka-khe-ro
automético  ow-to-ma-tee-ko
credit card tarjeta de tar-khe-ta de
crédito kre-dee-to
internet cafe cibercafé see-ber-ka-fe
market mercado mer-ka-do
post office correos ko-re-os
tourist office oficina o-fee-see-na
de turismo de too-rees-mo
TIME & DATES
What time is it? ¢Qué horaes? keo-raes
It's (10) o'clock. Son (las diez). son (las dyes)
It's half past Es(launa) es (laoo-na)
(one). y media. eeme-dya
morning mafiana ma-nya-na
afternoon tarde tar-de
evening noche no-che
yesterday ayer a-sher
today hoy oy
tomorrow mafana ma-nya-na
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Monday lunes loo-nes
Tuesday martes mar-tes
Wednesday miércoles myer-ko-les
Thursday Jjueves khwe-ves
Friday viernes vyer-nes
Saturday sabado sa-ba-do
Sunday domingo do-meen-go
TRANSPORTATION
boat barco bar-ko
bus colectivo/ ko-lek-tee-vo/
micro mee-kro
plane avion a-vyon
train tren tren
first primero pree-me-ro
last tltimo ool-tee-mo
next proximo prok-see-mo
A ... ticket, Un boleto oon bo-lee-to
please. de..., por favor. de ... porfa-vor
1st-class primera pree-me-ra
clase kla-se
2nd-class segunda se-goon-da
clase kla-se
one-way ida ee-da
return iday ee-daee
vuelta vwel-ta
Iwanttogoto...
Quisieraira... kee-sye-raeera...
Does it stop at ...?
cParaen...? pa-raen...
What stop is this?
¢Cudl es esta parada?  kwal es es-ta pa-ra-da

What time does it arrive/leave?

¢A qué hora llega/

sale?

sa-le

Please tell me when we get to ...
pwe-de a-vee-sarme

¢Puede avisarme

cuando lleguemos

a..? Ase

| want to get off here.

Quiero bajarme aqui.

airport aeropuerto

bus stop parada de
colectivo

platform plataforma

ticket office  taquilla

timetable horario

train station  estacion de
trenes

akeo-rashe-ga/

kwan-do she-ge-mos

kye-ro ba-khar-me a-kee

a-e-ro-pwer-to
pa-ra-dade
ko-lek-tee-vo
pla-ta-forma
ta-kee-sha
o-ra-ryo
es-ta-syon de
tre-nes

Numbers
1 uno 00N0
2 dos dos
3 tres tres
4 cuatro kwa-tro
5 cinco seen-ko
6 seis seys
Z siete sye-te
8 ocho o-cho
9 nueve nwe-ve
10 diez dyes
20 veinte veyn-te
30 treinta treyn-ta
40 cuarenta kwa-ren-ta
50 cincuenta seen-kwen-ta
&
60 sesenta se-sen-ta .
70 setenta se-ten-ta Al
80 ochenta o:chen-ta Al
90 noventa no-ven-ta 1‘4 !
100 cien syen il
1000 mil meel ! #‘J
o
I'd like to Quisiera kee-sye-ra ﬂ"
hirea... alquilar ... al-kee-far ... 8
4WD un todo- oonto-do- '
terreno te-re-no ¥
bicycle una 00-na ,‘
bicicleta bee-see-kle-ta
car un coche/ oon ko-che/ %
auto aw-to of
motorcycle una moto 00-na mo-to ( [
helmet casco kas-ko ;
hitchhike hacer dedo a-ser de-do
mechanic mecanico me-ka-neeko |
petrol/gas nafta nafta
service station estacion de es-ta-syon de
servicio ser-vee-syo
truck camion ka-myon
Is this the road to ...?
éSevaa... por sevaa... por
esta carretera? es-takaretera

Can | park here?
¢Puedo estacionar aca? pwe-do e-sta-syo-nar a-ka
The car has broken down.

El coche se ha averiado. el ko-che se a a-ve-rya-do
I've run out of petrol.

Me he quedado sin nafta. me e ke-da-do seen naf-ta
| have a flat tyre.
Tengo una goma

pinchada.

ten-go 0o-na -go-ma
peen-cha-da

GLOSSARY
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abuelos — grandparents

ACA - Automovil Club
Argentino, which provides
maps, road service, insur-
ance and other services,
and operates hotels and
campgrounds throughout
the country

acequia — irrigation canal
aerosilla — chairlift

alcalde — mayor

alfajor — round, cookietype
sandwiches layered with
dulce de leche or fruit
preserves

alerce — large coniferous
tree, resembling a California
redwood, from which Argen-
tina's Parque Nacional Los
Alerces takes its name
arrayan - tree of the myrtle
family, from which Argen-
tina's Parque Nacional Los
Arrayanes takes its name
arroyo — creek, stream

arte rupestre — cave paintings
asado - the famous Argen-
tine barbecue

autopista — freeway or
motorway

baliza — emergency reflector
balneario — any swimming
or bathing area, including
beach resorts, river beaches
and swimming holes
bandoneén — an accordion-
like instrument used in
tango music

barra brava - fervent soccer
fan; the Argentine equivalent
of Britain's ‘football hooligan’
bicho — any small creature,
from insect to mammal,

also used to refer to an ugly
person

boleadoras — weighted,
leather-covered balls at-
tached to a length of thin
rope, historically used as a
hunting weapon by gauchos
and some of Argentina’s
indigenous peoples; thrown
at a guanaco or rhea’s legs,
they entangle the animal
and bring it down

boliche — nightclub or disco

bombachas - a gaucho's
baggy pants; can also mean
women's underwear
bombilla — metal straw with
filter for drinking mate
buena onda - good vibes

cabildo - colonial town
council; also, the building
that housed the council
cacerolazo — a form of street
protest; it first occurred in
December 2001 when peo-
ple took to their balconies
in Buenos Aires banging
pots and pans (cacerolas)
to show their discontent;
the banging moved to

the streets, then to cities
throughout Argentina, and
culminated in the resigna-
tion of President de la Rua
cajero automatico - ATM
caldén — a tree characteris-
tic of the dry pampas
camarote — 1st-class sleeper
cambio — money-exchange
office; also casa de cambio
campo - the countryside;
alternately, a field or pad-
dock

caracteristica — telephone
area code

carnavalito — traditional folk
dance

carpincho — capybara, a large
(but cute) aquatic rodent
that inhabits the Parana and
other subtropical rivers
cartelera — an office selling
discount tickets

casa de cambio — money-
exchange office, often
shortened to cambio

casa de familia — family ac-
commodations

casa de gobierno - literally
‘government house," a build-
ing now often converted to a
museum, offices etc
castellano - the term used
in much of South America
for the Spanish language
spoken throughout Latin
America; literally refers to
Castilian Spanish

catarata — waterfall

caudillo - in 19th-carliry
Argentine politics, a provin
cial strongman whase powel
rested more on persoliil
loyalty than political (clesls
or party affiliation

centro civico — civic caliler
cerro — hill, mountaln
certificado — certifiad (il
chacarera — traditional full
dance

chacra — small, indepond:
ent farm :
chamamé - folk music of
Corrientes

chimichurri — sauce mada ol
olive oil, garlic and parsloy
coche cama — sleeper class
coima — a bribe; one who
solicits a bribe is a coimero
colectivo - local bus

combi - long-distance bus
comedor — basic cafeteria
comiin — common class
Conaf — Corporacion Na-
cional Forestal, Chilean
state agency in charge of
forestry and conservation,
including management of
national parks like Torres
del Paine

confiteria — cafe serving
light meals

conjunto — a musical band
Conquista del Desierto —
Conquest of the Desert, a
euphemism for General Julio
Argentino Roca's late-19th-
century war of extermina-
tion against the Mapuche of
northern Patagonia
contrabajo — double bass
cortado — coffee with milk
correo — post office
corriente — current
costanera - seaside, riv-
erside or lakeside road or
walkway

criollo - in colonial period,
an American-born Span-
iard, but now used for any
Latin American of European
descent; the term also de-
scribes the feral cattle and
horses of the pampas

i

i cruce — crossroads
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dia de campo — ‘day in the
country,’ spent at an es-
tancia; typically includes

an asado, horseback riding
and use of the property's
facilities

desaparecidos (los) — the
disappeared; the victims
(estimated at up to 30,000)
of Argentina's Guerra Sucia
who were never found

dique — a dam; the resultant
reservoir is often used for
recreational purposes; can
also refer to a drydock
Dirty War — see Guerra Sucia
dorado - large river fish in
the Parana drainage, known
among fishing enthusiasts
as the 'Tiger of the Parand’
for its fighting spirit

edificio — a building
ejecutivo — executive class
empanadas — meat or veg-
etable turnovers
encomienda — colonial labor
system, under which Indian
communities were required
to provide laborers for
Spaniards (encomenderos),
and the Spaniards were to
provide religious and lan-
guage instruction; in prac-
tice, the system benefited
Spaniards far more than
native peoples

epa — an exclamation mean-
ing ‘Hey! Wow! Look out!’
ERP - Ejército Revolucionario
del Pueblo, a revolutionary
leftist group in the sugar-
growing areas of Tucuman
province in the 1970s that
modeled itself after the
Cuban revolution; it was
wiped out by the Argentine
army during the Guerra Sucia
esquina — street corner
estacion de servicio - gas
station

estancia — extensive ranch
for cattle or sheep, with an
owner or manager (estanci-
ero) and dependent resident
labor force; many are now
open to tourists for rec-
reational activities such as
riding, tennis and swimming,
either for weekend escapes
or extended stays

este — east

facturas - pastries

facén — a knife used by
gauchos that is tradition-
ally worn in the small of the
back behind the belt
folklore — Argentine folk
music; also known as folk-
lérico

fatbol — soccer

gasolero — motor vehicle
that uses diesel fuel, which
is much cheaper than ordi-
nary gasoline in Argentina
guardaganado - cattle guard
(on a road or highway)
guardia - watchman

Guerra Sucia - the Dirty
War of the 1970s, of the
Argentine military against
left-wing revolutionaries and
anyone suspected of sym-
pathizing with them; also
referred to as the ‘military
period’

guitarrén — an oversized
guitar used for playing bass
lines

horario — schedule

ichu — bunch grass of the
Andean altiplano

ida - one-way

ida y vuelta - roundtrip
iglesia — church

interno — internal bus-route
number; also a telephone
extension number

IVA - impuesto al valor
agregado; value-added tax,
often added to restaurant or
hotel bills in Argentina

jejenes — annoying biting
insects
jineteada - rodeo

libro de reclamos - com-
plaint book

locutorio — private long-
distance telephone office;
usually offers fax and inter-
net services as well
lunfardo - street slang

manta - a shawl or bed-
spread

manzana - literally, ‘apple’;
also used to define one
square block of a city

mate - tea made from yerba
mate leaves; Argentina is
the world's largest produ
and consumer of mate and
preparing and drinking the.
beverage is an important
social ritual; the word also

teais prepared in B
mazorca — political police of
19th-century Argentine dies

medialuna — croissant A
mercado artesanal — handi-
craft market
meseta — interior steppe of
eastern Patagonia
mestizo — a person of mixed
Indian and Spanish descent
milanesa — breaded cutlets
milonga - in tango, refers
to a song, a dance or the
dance salon itself
minutas — snacks or short
orders il
mirador - scenic viewpoint,
usually on a hill but oftenin
a building '
monte — scrub forest; the
term is often applied to any
densely vegetated area
Montoneros - left-wing )
faction of the Peronist
party that became an un-
derground urban guerrilla
movement in 1970s
mozo — waiter
municipalidad ~ city hall

nafta — gasoline or petrol
neumatico — spare tire
norte — north

oeste — west
Ovnis — UFOs

parada — a bus stop
paraje — pump

parrilla — mixed grill or steak
house; also parrillada
paseo — an outing, such as a
walk in the park or downtown
pato — duck; also a gaucho
sport where players on
horseback wrestle for a ball
encased in a leather harness
with handles
peatonal — pedestrian mall,
usually in the downtown area
of major Argentine cities

pehuén — araucaria, or ‘mon-
key puzzle' tree of southern
Patagonia

pefia — club that hosts infor-
mal folk-music gatherings
percha — perch, also means
coathanger

picada — in rural areas, a

lrail, especially through

dense woods or mountains;

in the context of food, hors
d'oeuvres or snacks
pingiiinera — penguin colony
piqueteros — picketers

piropo — a flirtatious remark
piso — floor

portefio/a — inhabitant of
Buenos Aires, a ‘resident of
the port’

precordillera — foothills of
the Andes

primera — 1st class on a train
Proceso — short for El
Proceso de Reorganizacién
Nacional, the military's
euphemism for its brutal
attempt to remake Argen-
tina’s political and economic
culture between 1976 and
1983

propina — a tip, for example,
in a restaurant or cinema
pucara — in the Andean
northwest, a pre-Columbian
fortification, generally on
high ground commanding an
unobstructed view in several
directions

pulperia — a country store

or tavern

puna — Andean highlands,
usually above 3000m
quebracho - literally, ‘ax-
breaker’; tree common to the
Chaco that's a natural source
of tannin for the leather
industry

quebrada - a canyon
quincho — thatch-roof hut,
now often used to refer to
a building at the back of a
house used for parties

rambla - boardwalk

rancho - a rural house,
generally of adobe, with a
thatched roof

recargo — additional charge,
usually 10%, that many
Argentine businesses add to
credit-card transactions
reduccion — an Indian set-
tlement created by Spanish
missionaries during the
colonial period; the most
famous are the Jesuit mis-
sions in the triple-border
area of Argentina, Paraguay
and Brazil

refugio — a usually rustic
shelter in a national park or
remote area

remise — radio taxi without a
meter that generally offers
fixed fares within a given
zone; also remis

riacho — stream

ripio — gravel

rotiseria — take-out shop
rotonda — traffic circle,
roundabout

RN - Ruta Nacional; a na-
tional highway

RP — Ruta Provincial; a
provincial highway

ruta — highway

s/n -sin numero, indicating
a street address without a
number

sabalo — popular river fish in
the Parana drainage

salar — salt lake or salt pan,
usually in the high Andes or
Argentine Patagonia

samba - traditional folk
dance

semaforo — traffic light
semi-cama — semisleeper
class

sendero — a trail in the
woods

servicentro — gas station
siesta — lengthy afternoon
break for lunch and, some-
times, a nap

Subte - the Buenos Aires
subway system

sur — south

surubi — popular river fish fre-
quently served in restaurants

tapir — large hoofed mam-
mal of subtropical forests

in northern Argentina and
Paraguay; a distant relative
of the horse

tarjeta magnética — mag-
netic bus card

tarjeta telefonica - tel-
ephone card

tarjeta verde — ‘green card’;
title document for Argentine
vehicles that drivers must
carry

teleférico — gondola cable-car
tenedor libre — all you can
eat

tola - high-altitude shrubs in
the altiplano of northwest-
ern Argentina

torrontés — an Argentine
white grape and wine
trapiche — sugar mill

turista - 2nd class on a
train, usually not very com-
fortable

vereda — pathway

vicuiia — wild relative of
domestic llama and alpaca,
found in Argentina's An-
dean northwest only at high
altitudes

vino tinto — red wine
vinoteca - wine bar

yacaré — South American
caiman, found in humid,
subtropical areas

yungas — in northwestern
Argentina, transitional sub-
tropical lowland forest

zapateo - folkloric tap dance
zona franca - duty-free zone

zonda - a hot, dry wind de-
scending from the Andes
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Abra Pampa 221

accommodations 588-90, see also
individual locations

Aconcagua 14, 330, 15

activities 29-33, see also individual

activities
addresses 589
Aguas Calientes 344
Aigo 345
air travel
to/from Argentina 600
to/from Uruguay 552
within Argentina 601-2
Albufera Mar Chiquita 129
Alta Gracia 286-90
Aluminé 345-6
Amaicha del Valle 253

amusement parks, see theme parks

Andean Northwest 37, 206-7
accommodations 204
climate 204
food 204
highlights 206-7
travel seasons 204

Andes, the 19, 37, 38, 580

Angastaco 239

angling, see fishing

animals 19, 392, 584-5, 392-3, see

also bird watching, penguin
watching, whale watching
capybaras 37, 585, 583
elephant seals 389, 584, 13
dolphins 392, 393
orcas 392
penguins 392, 408, 456, 493,
584,393
sea lions 392, 392-3
vicufias 239
whales 392, 393
Ansilta 330
Antarctica 487

000 Map pages
000 Photo pages

Aquarium Mar del Plata 131-2
archaeological sites, see ruins
architecture 20

area codes 17, 597

Area Natural Protegida

Punta Tombo 401

Arroyo Los Loros 172
art galleries, see also museums

Culturarte 205
Museo de Arte Contemporaneo de
Rosario (MACRO) 145

Museo de Arte Espafiol
Enrique Larreta 63

Museo de Arte Latinoamericano
de Buenos Aires (Malba) 62
Museo de Arte Moderno
de Buenos Aires (Mamba) 55
Museo de Bellas Artes 118
Museo de Bellas Artes de La Boca
Benito Quinquela Martin 57-8
Museo de la Historia del Arte
(Uruguay) 501
Museo Las Lilas 112
Museo Municipal de
Arte Moderno 304
Museo Municipal de
Bellas Artes 145

Museo Municipal de Bellas Artes
Dr Genaro Pérez 273

Museo Nacional de
Arte Decorativo 62

Museo Nacional de Bellas Artes 61

Museo Provincial de Bellas Artes
Emilio Caraffa 273

Pajcha - Museo de Arte Etnico
Americano 223

{ arts 5789

tlantic Coast 37, 106-7, 124-39,

581,107
accommodations 106
climate 106
food 106
highlights 107
travel seasons 106

TMs 550-1, 593, 602

Bahia Blanca 137-9
Bahia Bustamante 403
Bajo Caracoles 427-8
Balde 295

¢ Balneario El Condor 383
¢ Banco Cormorén 408
{ Bariloche 13,18, 38, 3608, 362,13

accommodations 336
climate 336

food 336

travel seasons 336

 Barreal 330-2
 Barrio Norte 59-61, 60

i Basilica Nuestra Sefiora
i delujan110-11
 basketball 557
i bathrooms 597
eaches, see also swimming
Bahia Bustamante 403
Carmelo (Uruguay) 522
Lago Fagnano 490
Mar del Plata 15, 18, 129, 15
Miramar 137
Montevideo (Uruguay) 505
Nechochea 18
Parana 155
Pinamar 18, 125
Playa EI Emir (Uruguay) 532,
508-9
Playa Union 399
Puerto Madryn 18

Punta del Diablo (Uruguay) 545

Punta del Este (Uruguay) 532
Rosario 141

¢ San Martin de Los Andes 352

 beef 123, 524, 571, 116

i beer 560

i Beléen 259

i Belgrano 63

i bicycle travel, see cycling

¢ bird watching 14

i Albufera Mar Chiquita 129
Balneario EI Condor 383
Laguna Oca 202

Parque Interjurisdiccional Marino

Isla Pingtiino 407
Parque Nacional Chaco 201

Parque Nacional El Palmar 172

Parque Nacional El Rey 236

Reserva Natural Laguna
Nimez 440-1

Reserva Provincial
Esteros del Ibera 163
Salta 227
i Zapala 340
i boat travel
to/from Argentina 601
to/from Uruguay 552
within Argentina 602
boat trips
i Colon 170
Cruce de Lagos 371
Esquel 416
Lago Huechulafquen 351
Mar del Plata 132
Parand 155
Parana Delta 145
Parque Nacional
Do Iguacu (Brazil) 188
Parque Nacional lguaz 187

Parque Nacional Los Glaciares

(North) 438

Parque Nacional Los Glaciares
(South) 448
Puerto Deseado 406
Punta del Este
(Uruguay) 533
Reserva Provincial
Esteros del Ibera 166
Santa Fe 152
Ushuaia 475
Villa la Angostura 359
books 556, 561
border crossings
Bolivia 213, 222, 600
Brazil 189, 600
Chile 439, 494, 600-1
Paraguay 177, 202, 601
Uruguay 171, 553, 601
Borges, Jorge Luis 579
budgets 16
Buenos Aires 18, 36, 42-105,
44-5 48-9
accommodations 42, 70-8
activities 63-7
Barrio Norte 59-61, 60
Belgrano 63
climate 42
Congreso 53-4
courses 67-8
emergency services 99
entertainment 87-96
festivals & events 69-70
food 42, 78-84
highlights 44-5
internet access 99
internet resources 43
La Boca 55-8, 58
medical services 99
Microcentro 46-52
Once 63
Palermo 61-3, 64-5
Puerto Madero 52-3
Recoleta 59-61, 60
San Telmo 54-5
shopping 96-8
sights 46-63
tourist offices 100
tours 68-9
travel seasons 42
travel to/from 100-1
travel within 101-3
Buenos Aires Jazz Festival
Internacional 23
bus travel
to/from Argentina 601
to/from Uruguay 552
within Argentina 603, 605
within Uruguay 552-3
business hours 549, 592

Caverna de Las Brujas 326
i caves

Caviahue 342
: Cayasta 154
i cell phones 17, 551, 597

:C

i Cabeza del Indio 377

¢ Cabo Corrientes 129, 132

i Cabo Dos Bahias 402

¢ Cabo Polonio (Uruguay) 543-4
: Cabo Virgene 413

i Cacheuta 316-17

¢ Cachi 2368

¢ Cachi Adentro 237

i Cafayate 240-4, 242

i Caleta Valdés 394

: Calingasta 330

i Camarones 401-2

i Caminito 55, 72

¢ Camino de los Artesanos 284
i camping 588

canoeing, see kayaking

& canoeing

i Cafion de Talampaya 266

i Capilla del Monte 283, 286
 capybaras 37, 585, 583

i car travel 17, 553, 603-5
Cara Sur de Lanin 351

¢ Carlos Paz 283

Carmelo (Uruguay) 521-2

i Carmen de Patagones 382
{ Carnaval 21,37

Corrientes 159

Gualeguaychti 170

Humahuaca 219

La Rioja 261

Montevideo (Uruguay) 505, 506
Posadas 176

Quebrada de Humahuaca 217
Santiago del Estero 254

Carolina 296-7

¢ Casa Curutchet 109

¢ Casabindo 219

i Cascada El Saltillo 350

i Cascada Mallin Ahogado 377

¢ Cascadas de Arroyo Blanco 357-8
i Catamarca 256-8, 258

i cathedrals, see churches &

cathedrals

Caverna de Las Brujas 326
Cueva de las Manos 427
Cueva del Milodon 462

Cuevas con Pinturas
Repustres 121

Cuevas Maragatas 382
Inti Huasi 297
Pali Aike Cave (Chile) 456

Cementerio de la Recoleta 8, 59-61, 8

Central Andes 38, 300

accommodations 299
climate 299

food 299

highlights 300

travel seasons 299

Central Sierras 38, 281, 268, 282

accommodations 267
climate 267

food 267

highlights 268

travel seasons 267

¢ Cerro Aconcagua 320-1, 580
¢ Cerro Belvedere 359

¢ Cerro Castor 476

i Cerro Catedral 361, 370

i Cerro Chapelco 357

i Cerro de la Ventana 121

i Cerro de los Condores 429
¢ Cerro La Cumbrecita 290
Cerro Ledn 429

i Cerro Lopez 370

i Cerro Martial 475, 477

i Cerro Mercedario 330

¢ Cerro Morado 335

i Cerro Otto 370

i Cerro Pan de Azticar 283
i Cerro Perito Moreno 377
: Cerro Piltriquitron 377

i Cerro San Lorenzo 428

i Cerro Wank 290

: Chaco, the 580-1

i chamamé 159

Che, see Guevara, Ernesto
i children, travel with 34-5

aquariums 131-2

Buenos Aires 53

theme parks 63, 104
z00s 53, 62, 109, 189, 202

i Chilecito 264-6

i Chirau-Mita 264

i Cholila 421

i Chorillo del Salto 438
i Chos Malal 342-5
churches & cathedrals

Basilica Nuestra Sefiora
de Lujan 110-11

Catedral de los Santos Pedro y
Cecilia 131

Catedral Metropolitana 47
Iglesia Catedral 269, 279
Iglesia de San Francisco 154
Iglesia San Francisco 226, 229

cinema, see film

i climate 16, 21-3

climbing, see rock climbing
¢ Clorinda 202

Coa Co 357-8
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coca chewing 205
coffee 574
Col6n 170-1

Colonia del Sacramento (Uruguay) 11, }

516-21, 518, 11, 508
Colonia Pellegrini 163
Colonia Suiza 370
Comodoro Rivadavia 402-5
Complejo Museografico

Enrigue Udaondo 111
Concepcion 168-70
Concordia 172-3
consulates 590-1

Convento y Museo de
San Francisco 151

Copahue 341-2
Cordillera de Ansilta 330
Cérdoba 10, 18, 38, 269-81, 270-1, 10
accommodations 267, 274-5
climate 267
courses 274
drinking 276-7
entertainment 277
food 267, 275-6
highlights 268
internet access 280
medical services 280
shopping 277
sights 269-74
tourist offices 280
tours 274
travel seasons 267
travel to/from 280-1
travel within 281
Corona del Inca 265
Correa 334
Corrientes 158-62, 160
Cortazar, Julio 578
Cosquin 281-3
courses 590
cooking 68
dance 274
language 68, 145, 227, 274, 305,
364, 505
photography 68
tango 505
yoga 274
credit cards 551, 593-4
Cruce de Lagos 371
Cueva de las Manos 427
Cueva del Milodon 462
Cuevas con Pinturas Repustres 121
Cuevas Maragatas 382
culture 568

000 Map pages
000 Photo pages

¢ currency 16
¢ customs regulations 590
i cycling 32-3, 602, see also mountain

biking
Buenos Aires 63-6
Mar del Plata 132
Montevideo (Uruguay) 505
Pinamar 126
Sierra de la Ventana 120
Villa la Angostura 359

: dance 159, see also tango
: dangers, see safety

de Rosas, Juan Manuel 560-1
de Urquiza, Justo José 561
deforestation 586

dengue fever 592

Dia de la Tradicion 23, 113
Dia de Virgen de Lujén 22

: Diaguita people 558-9

: dinosaurs 580

¢ Dique Cuesta del Viento 333

: Dique del Fuerte 118

¢ Dirty War 563-4

¢ disabilities, travelers with 552, 598
 diving & snorkeling

Parque Nacional
Los Alerces 422
Puerto Madryn 385

Reserva Faunistica
Peninsula Valdés 390

¢ dog sledding 30
¢ Dolavon 400
¢ drinks 574, see also individual

locations
beer 560
coffee 574
mate 574, 116, 538
wine 9, 20, 308-311, 574, 9,
308-10, 538

driving, see car travel

E
economy 556-7, 564, 565, 566

i ElBolson 371-7, 372

 El Cadillal 251

i El Calafate 440-6, 442-3

i El Cerrito 446

i El Chaltén 429-34

i El Mogote 293

§ El Palmar 172

: El Shincal 260

§ El Soberbio 180

i El Zanjon de Granados 54-5
electricity 549, 590

i elephant seals 389, 584,13
i embassies 590-1, 549-50

i emergencies, see individual locations
: environmental issues 166, 586
i Escorial del Diablo 456 !

i expats 595 .8

F ‘g

Esquel 416-20 |
Estancia EI Condor 432 y
Estancia Harberton 488, 484

Estancia La Estanzuela 298

Estancia Las Verbenas 296

: Estancia Santa Catalina 287, 2719
i estancias 14, 428, 529, 589, 14, 116-11

Alta Gracia 287 i
Ave Maria 118-19 i
Bahia Bustamante 403 1‘
Casa de Piedra 427 |
Cristina 449 |
El Condor 432 y
El Galope (Uruguay) 520 o
El Omba 114
Harberton 438 A
José Menéndez 492 ]

Hosteria Estancia o
Helsingfors 449

La Cinacina 114 b
La Elvira 394 \
La Estanzuela 298 \
La Paz (Uruguay) 524-5 ‘l
La Portefia 114 :
La Sirena (Uruguay) 523 b
Las Tacanas 251
Las Verbenas 296
Los Cuartos 250-1
Maria Behety 492
Menelik 429
Monte Dinero 415
Nibepo Aike 449
Rincén Chico 394
Rincén del Socorro 167 i
Rolito 492-3
San Lorenzo 168
Santa Catalina 287, 279 '
Sayta 227
Tepi 492
Viamonte 492 1
Yvytu Itaty (Uruguay) 528
events 21-3, see also festivals ;
Evita 563, 565 i
exchange rates 17, 496

Falkland Islands 413-15, 414

Faro Cabo Polonio (Uruguay) 543
Faro José Ignacio (Uruguay) 540

¢ Falklands War 565 .i‘
|
|

: fauna, see animals
i Festival Internacional de 4
i

Cine Independiente 21

: Festival Nacional del Folklore 21

festivals 21-3
beer 22,290, 373
Casabindo 219
film 21,133, 579
fishing 401
food 364
gaucho culture 23, 528
gay & lesbian 70
kayaking 379
music 21, 23
tango 22
wine 21
Fiesta Nacional de la Vendimia 21
film 548, 556-7, 559, 564, 579
festivals 21, 133
Finca Colomé 240
fishing 30-2, 31
Aluminé 345
Bariloche 361-3
El Calafate 441
Esquel 416
festivals 401
Gobernador Gregores 429
Isla EI Salmén 486
Junin de los Andes 347-8
La Cumbrecita 290
Los Antiguos 426
Mar del Plata 132
Mercedes (Uruguay) 523
Parque Nacional Los Alerces 422
Parque Nacional
Los Glaciares (North) 439
Parque Nacional Monte Leén 410
Piriapolis (Uruguay) 530
Puerto Deseado 405
Puerto Madryn 385
Rio Gallegos 410
Rio Grande 490, 492
Villa Gesell 127
fitz Roy Range 395, 434, 438, 9
flora 585
Floralis Genérica 39, 73
folklore 233, 576
food 19, 538, 548-9, 570-5, 538-9,
see also individual locations
beef 123, 524, 571, 116
cooking courses 68
festivals 364
ice cream 82, 574,539
price ranges 591
vegetarians & vegans 83
football, see futbol
formosa 202
foz do Iguacu (Brazil) 194-7, 195
fitbol 548, 557, 569, 57
Buenos Aires 66
La Bombonera stadium 55, 56, 57
museums 504

: G

i Gaiman 399-400

i galleries, see art galleries
Garcfa, Charly 577

i Gardel, Carlos 22, 577

gardens, see parks & gardens
Garganta del Diablo 121, 216
Garganta Olvidada 121

gaucho culture 10, 114,174, 10, 23,
see also estancias

festivals 23, 528
museums 112
gay travelers 591
Buenos Aires 95
festivals 70
Uruguay 550

: geography 580-4
i Gil, Antonio 163
i Glaciar Martial 475

Glaciar Perito Moreno 446-7, 448
Glaciar Piedras Blancas 438
Glaciar Upsala 448

glaciers 448, 586

Gobernador Costa 424
Gobernador Gregores 429

Gran Chaco, the 197-203

Gualeguaychui 170

i guanacos 584

i Guarani people 184

§ Guevara, Ernesto 141, 287, 288, 578,

288-9

H
health 550, 591-2
Hernandez, José 578
hiking 29-30
Bariloche 18, 361
Barreal 331
Cachi 237
Caviahue 342
Cerro Aconcagua 320-1
Cerro Belvedere 359
Cerro Piltriquitron 377
Chos Malal 343
El Bolsén 18
El Chaltén 18
Fitz Roy Range 395, 434, 438,9
La Cumbrecita 290
La Falda 284
Laguna Termal 343
Mendoza 18
Parque Nacional Chaco 201

Parque Nacional Lanin 349-50, 351 }

Parque Nacional Los Alerces 423
Parque Nacional

Los Glaciares (South) 449
Parque Nacional

Los Glaciers (North) 434-8

Parque Nacional Nahui
Parque Nacional

Sierra de las Quijad;
Parque Nacional Ti

Parque Nacional
Torres del Paine (
Parque Provincial
Ernesto Tornquist 121 "
Puerto Williams (Chile).
Salta 227 ;
Sierra de la Ventana uﬁ""
Tilcara 216
history 558-67
Dirty War 563-4
early exploration 559
economic collapse 566
Falklands/Malvinas War 566
independence 560 VR
Perén rule 562-3 fonie
Spanish rule 559 s

|

i !
=
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 hitchhiking 553, 605 el
¢ holidays 595 y

horseback riding
Angastaco 239
Bariloche 363
Buenos Aires 66
Cafayate 241
La Cumbrecita 290
Malargtie 325
Mendoza 305
Parque Nacional
Los Glaciares (North) 440
Parque Nacional
Los Glaciares (South) 449

Reserva Faunistica
Peninsula Valdés 390

Reserva Natural Sierra del Tigre 118
Sierra de Rocha (Uruguay) 543
Tilcara 217
Villa la Angostura 359
Villa Pehuenia 346
hot springs & thermal baths
Aguas Calientes 344
Balde 295
Cacheuta 316-17
Chos Malal 343
Colén 170-1
Concordia 172
Copahue 341-2
Estancia Tepi 492
Fiambala 265
Roque Saenz Pefia 202
Salto (Uruguay) 526
San Clemente del Tuyd 125
Termas de Lahuen-C6 351
Termas de Rio Hondo 257

Humahuaca 219-20
H i human sacrifice 223
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ice cream 82, 574,539
ice trekking
Parque Nacional Torres del Paine
(Chile) 464
Iglesia Catedral 269, 279
Iglesia de San Francisco 154
Iglesia San Francisco 226, 229
lguazu Falls 6, 19, 37,183, 185-97,
185,6,164,182-3
accommodations 140
climate 140
food 140
travel seasons 140
immigration 595, 600
Inca people 223
inflation 17, 557
insurance 550, 592-3, 604
internet access 550, 593
internet resources 17, 43
Inti Huasi 297
Iruya 220-1
Isla de los Péjaros 394
Isla El Salmén 486
Isla Monte Le6n 410
Isla San Martin 187
Islas Malvinas 413-15, 414
Itaipa 194
itineraries 24-8

R SRS T
J

Jesuit sites 14, 38, 184,14
Alta Gracia 287
Cordoba 270-1
Cripta Jesuitica 272-3
Estancia
La Estanzuela 298
Jeslis de Tavarangie 177

Laguna de los
Padres 132

Loreto 179

Museo Jesuitico Nacional de
Jestis Maria 285

San Ignacio Mini 179-81
Santa Ana 179
Santa Catalina 287
Trinidad (Paraguay) 177
Yapey (Paraguay) 176
Jesuits 184
Jesuis de Tavarangtie, 177
Jestis Maria 285-6
Juan José Castelli 203
Jujuy 205-12, 210
Jujuy province 205-45, 208-9

000 Map pages
000 Photo pages

: jungle tours

Parque Nacional
Do Iguagu (Brazil) 188
Parque Nacional Iguaz( 187

£ Junin de los Andes 346-9

‘K
i kayaking & canoeing 20, 33

Bariloche 363-4

festivals 379

Mar del Plata 132

Parque Nacional El Palmar 171
Parque Nacional Los Alerces 422

Parque Nacional
Los Glaciares (North) 440
Parque Nacional Torres del Paine
(Chile) 463-4
Puerto Madryn 385
Reserva Faunistica
Peninsula Valdés 390
San Martin de Los Andes 352
Tandil 115
Tigre 104
Tucumén 246
Ushuaia 477

 Kirchner, Cristina 5567, 567
i Kirchner, Néstor 5667

iL

i LaAngostura 297-8

i LaBoca 558,58

i LaBombonera stadium 55, 56, 57
¢ LaCasa de la Piedra Pintada 297
i LaCumbre 284-5

i LaCumbrecita 290-1

i Lafalda 283-4

i LaGlorieta 172

i Laloberfa 383

i LaMejicana 265

¢ LaOlla410

LaPaloma (Uruguay) 540-2
i LaPedrera (Uruguay) 542-3
i LaPlata108-10,108

i LaPolvorilla 234

 LaPosta de Hornillos 21819
i LaQuiaca 221

i LaRambla (Uruguay) 505

i LaRioja 260-4, 262

{ LaTrochita 418

i LaVirgencita 111

Lago Argentino 447

¢ Lago Cardiel 429

i Lago Cisne 423

i Lago del Desierto 438

i Lago Fagnano 490

i Lago General Vintter 424

i Lago Huechulafquen 349-50, 351
i Lago Lécar 350

i Lago Lolog 350

¢ Lago Paimiin 350
i Lago Quillén 349
R R U T R Lago Roca 449

: i Lago Rucachoroi 345, 349

i Lago Tromen 349, 351

i Laguna Amarga 462

i Laguna Blanca 202

i Laguna de Castillos (Uruguay) 544
i Laguna de los Padres 132

Laguna de los Tres 438

¢ Laguna Don Tomés 122

 Laguna Llancancelo 326

i Laguna Los Horcones 320

Laguna Los Patitos 236

i Laguna Negra 486

i Laguna Oca 202

i Laguna Sucia 438

Laguna Termal 343
Laguna Toro 438
Lake District 38, 336-77, 581-4, 337
accommodations 336
climate 336
food 336
highlights 337
travel seasons 336

i language 16, 556, 606-13

Las Grutas 383
Las Hornillas 331
Las Lefias 12, 326-7,12

Las Madres de la
Plaza de Mayo 564

Las Yungas 251

¢ legal matters 550, 593
: lesbian travelers 591

Buenos Aires 95
festivals 70
Uruguay 550

{ lifestyle 568-9
i Lipeo 216
¢ literature 561, 578,

see also books
llamas 584

¢ Llao Liao 368

Llullaillaco 223

i Loma del Pliegue Tumbado 438
i Londres 260

Loreto 179
Loro Hablador 203

i Los Antiguos 426-7

i Los Esteros del Ibera 14, 163,163-5
¢ Los Gigantes 293

i Los Molles 326

Los Penitentes 319-20

i Los Tamarindos 295
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MAAM 222-3
Maimar4 218
Maipa 318
Malargtie 325-6
malaria 592
Malvinas War 565
mansions, see palaces & mansions
Manzana Jesuitica 269-71
maps 550, 593
Mapuche people 347
Mar Azul 127
Mar Chiquita 129
Mar de las Pampas 127
Mar de Sud 137
Mar del Plata 15, 18, 128-35, 130, 15
Maradona, Diego 569
markets
Bahia Blanca 138
Buenos Aires 98
El Bolsén 372
Montevideo (Uruguay) 497, 509
San Luis 294
mate 574, 116, 538
Mendoza 38, 301-16, 302-3
accommodations 299, 306-7
climate 299
drinking 313
entertainment 313
food 299, 307-12
internet access 314
medical services 314
shopping 313-14
sights 303-5
tourist offices 314
tours 306
travel seasons 299
travel to/from 314-15
travel within 315-16
Menem, Carlos Sauil 565-6
Mercado del Puerto (Uruguay) 497,
509
Mercedes 162-3
Mercedes (Uruguay) 522-3
Merlo 292-4
Mesopotamia 581
Messi, Lionel 557, 569
Mina Clavero 291-2
Miramar 137
Mitre, Bartolomé 561-2, 563
mobile phones 17, 551, 597
Mocovi people 200
Moisés Ville 174
Molinos 239
money 16, 17, 593-4, 602
discount cards 590
Uruguay 550-1
Monte Tronador 370

i Montevideo (Uruguay) 497-516,

500-1, 502-3
accommodations 505-7
activities 505
courses 505
drinking 511
emergency services 513
entertainment 511-13
festivals & events 505
food 507-11
internet access 514
medical services 514
shopping 513
sights 497-505
travel to/from 514-15
travel within 515-16

Monumento Natural Bosques
Petrificados 407-8

monuments

Monumento Nacional
a La Bandera 144-5

Obelisco 54, 72
motorcycle travel 553, 603-5
mountain biking 33,

see also cycling

Bariloche 361

Esquel 416

La Cumbrecita 290
i Tilcara 216
i mountaineering 30
i mountains
Ansilta 330
Cerro Aconcagua 320-1, 580
Cerro Belvedere 359
Cerro Castor 476
Cerro Catedral 361, 370
Cerro Chapelco 357
Cerro de la Ventana 121
Cerro de los Céndores 429
Cerro La Cumbrecita 290
Cerro Ledn 429
Cerro Lopez 370
Cerro Martial 475, 477
Cerro Mercedario 330
Cerro Morado 335
Cerro Otto 370
Cerro Pan de Azticar 283
Cerro Perito Moreno 377
Cerro Piltriquitrén 377
Cerro San Lorenzo 428
Cerro Wank 290
El Mogote 293
Llullaillaco 223
Volcan Batea Mahuida 346
Volcén Copahue 343
Volcan Domuyo 343
Volcan Lanin 349
i Volcan Tupungato 322
¢ Mundo Marino 125

i murga 576
i museums

Complejo Museogréfico
Enrique Udaondo 111
Cripta Jesuitica 272-3
El Zanjon de Granados 54-5
Glaciarium 440
Museo de Arqueologia de
Alta Montafia (MAAM) 222-3

Museo de Arte Contemporaneo
de Rosario 145

Museo de Arte Latinoamericano
de Buenos Aires 62

Museo de Arte Moderno
de Buenos Aires 55

Museo de Artesanias
Tradicionales Folcléricas 158

Museo del Cablecarril 264

Museo del Hombre
Chaquefio 197

Museo Evita 62

Museo Folklérico 260

Museo Fortabat 52

Museo Gauchesco Ricardo
Gtiiraldes 112

Museo Histérico Nacional 55

Museo Jesuitico Nacional
de Jesus Maria 285

Museo Municipal
de Bellas Artes 145
Museo Nacional
de Arte Decorativo 62
Museo Nacional de Bellas Artes 61
Museo Paleontoldgico
Egidio Feruglio 395
Pajcha — Museo de Arte Etnico
Americano 223

i music 576-7

chamamé 159
festivals 21, 23
folklore 233

ational parks & reserves 583, 582-3

Parque Interjurisdiccional Marino
Isla Pingtiino 407

Parque Nacional Baritd 216

Parque Nacional Bernardo
0'Higgins (Chile) 462

Parque Nacional Calilegua 216

Parque Nacional Chaco 201

Parque Nacional Do Iguagu (Brazil)
188-90

Parque Nacional EI Palmar 171-2
Parque Nacional El Rey 236

Parque Nacional Iguazti 186-8
Parque Nacional Lago Puelo 377
Parque Nacional Laguna Blanca 341
Parque Nacional Lanin 349, 350
Parque Nacional Lihué Calel 124
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national parks & reserves continued i p i Parque Nacional Lago Puelo 377 L Parque Interjurisdiccional Marino Parque Provincial i Recoleta Cemetery 8, 59, 61, 8

Parque Nacional Los Alerces i Pajcha - Museo de Arte Etnico Parque Nacional Laguna Blanca 341 Isla Pingtiino 407 Volcan Tupyngato 322 religion 548, 557 627
422-4,422 Americano 223 i Parque Nacional Lanin 349,350 Parque.Nacic.maI Monte Leon 410 Reserva Provincial : Reserva Ecolégica Costanera Sur 52-3
Parque Nacional Los Arrayanes Pali Aike Cave (Chile) 456 ¢ Parque Nacional Lihué Calel 124 Porvenir (Chile) 491 Fiapin Experary 0 i Reserva Faunistica
3589 palaces & mansions { Parque Nacional Los Alerces Puerto Piramides 394 Reserva Provincial Peninsula Valdés 389-94, 390
Parque Nacional Los Cardones 236 (asa Curutchet 109 P 420-4,422 Punta Arenas (Chile) 451, 456 : rParql{e burg 123 ¢ ¢ Reserva Natural de Merlo 293
Parque Nacional Los Glaciares Casa Rosada 47 ¢ Parque Nacional Los Arrayanes 358-9 Punta Tombo 401 gub lc’hgllgiay 539, 299 i Reserva Natural Laguna Nimez 440-1
(North) 434-40, 435 . Castillo de Piria 531 Parque Nacional Los Cardones 236 Reser\{a Faunistiqa Pucftrac 9,351 Reserva Natural Loro Hablador 203
z Parque Nacional Los Glaciares Guardia delMontetad  Parque Nacional Los Glaciares Peninsula Valdés 389 uerto,-anoa o), i Reserva Natural Ria Deseado 407 -
S (South) 446-9, 447 Museo Regional i (North) 434-40, 435 Rio Gallegos 412 Fuerto/Desgado 4957 i Reserva Natural Sierra del Tigre 118 -
ﬂ Parque Nac!onal Monte Leon 410 Braun-Menéndez 450 ¢ Parque Nacional Los Glaciares Peninsula Valdés 13, 584 Puerto lguazi 189 i Reserva Provincial Esteros ’x"
ot Parque Nacional Nahuel Haupi Palacio Barolo 54 (South) 446-9, 447 Perito Moreno 6, 425-6, 67 Puerto Madryn 18, 383-9, 384 i del lberd 163-8,164-5 o
—:3 368-71, 369 3754 . ‘ Palacio Paz 59 Parque Nacional Monte Leon 410 Per6n, Eva 563, 565 Puerto Natales (Chile) 456-61, 458-9 : Reserva Provincial ;'U
Pa;(éu.ée Nacional Pali Aike (Chile) Palacio San José 169 Parque Nacional Nahuel Huapi gravesite 62 Puerto Pafiuelo 368 i Fuerte Esperanza 203
) ) Quinta Los Ombues 103 368-71, 369, 375 museums 62 Puerto Pirdmides 389-94 i Reserva Provincial Parque Luro 123-4
Parque Nacional Perito Moreno © Villa Ocampo 103 Parque Nacional Pali Aike (Chile) 4 Perén, Juan 562-3, 564 Puerto San Julian 408-10 : reserves, see national parks &
. ¢ Palacio Barolo 54 Parque Nacional Perito Moreno 428-9 phonecards 597 Puerto Williams (Chile) 488-90 i reserves
Paé‘;:‘ggfjg?ﬂz' %ﬂeb'ada Palacio San José 169 Parque Nacional Quebrada photography 589 Puig, Manuel 578 : Resistencia 197-201, 198
Parque Nacional Santa Teresa Palermo 61-3, 64 del Condorito 291 Piedra del Fraile 438 Punta Arenas (Chile) 450-6,452  } restrooms 597
Uruguay) 546 i Ai i Parque Nacional Santa Teresa Piedra Mala 350 Punta Cantor 394 ¢ Rio Blanco 438
(Uruguay) Pali Aike Cave (Chile) 456 U P )
Parque Nacional Sierra Pampa Linda 371 Par;ureul%::i{))nal Sistis Piletones 121 Punta del Diablo 545-6 Rio Colorado 241
de las Quijadas 296, 278 Pampas, the 37,106-24, 581, 107 . Pinamar 18, 1257 i Punta del Este (Uuguay) 832-40, | Rio de laPlata 580
Parque Nacional Talampaya 265, accommodations 106 : detas quadas 296,278 A Pinturas Rupestres 429 i 534,508-9 Rio Eléctrico 438
! ; Parque Nacional Talampaya 265, 266 Piridpolis (Uruguay) 529-31 i Punta Mogotes 129 Rio Gallegos 410-13, 446, 411
; ; climate 106 i Parque Nacional Tierra del Fuego polls tirea) ; :
Parque Nacional Tierra del Fuego food 106 ?182-8 il 8 planning, see also individual regions i Punta Norte 394-5 ¢ Rio Grande 490-1
482-8,483, 484-5 g TE— / Argentina's regions 36-9 : Punta Tombo 401 i Rio Mayo 424-5
highlights 107 g egio :
P Nacional T del Pai ghiig Parque Nacional Torres del Paine ; : fains
a(rgm )icggng orres del Paine tiavel seEsons 106 (Chile) 462-9, 464 budgeting 16 ¢ Purmamarca 212-13, 228 Rio Mina Clavero 292
ile) 462- \ e
Reserva Ecolfgica Gasnon Papagayos 298 ¢ Parque Piedra Buena 382 calendar of events 21-3 TSP O | :;0 l:egro;&:il
Sur 52-3 paragliding 20, 33 ¢ Parque Provincial Aconcagua 320-2 phlldren 345 R,o Uaran 168
Reserva Natural Bariloche 364 ¢ Parque Provincial internet resources 17 Quebrada de Cafayate 244-5, 228 |ok rll.lgfy 20,30
Ria Deseado 407 Tucuman 246 i Ernesto Tornquist 121 itineraries 24-8 Quebrada de Humahuaca 8, 212-21, § "ock climbing 20,
Reserva Natural arané 154-8, 156  Parque Provincial Ischigualasto 335 travel seasons 16, 21-3 8,21415 Mar del Plata 132
Sierra del Tigre 118 i Parana Delta 145 Parque Provincial Miguel Lillo 136 plants 585 Quebrada de los Cuervos Mendoza 305
Reserva Provincial Esteros § parks & gardens Parque Provincial Payunia 326 Playa Bristol 129 (Uruguay) 530 Parque Nacional Do Iguagu
del Iberd 163-8, 164-5 § " Chirau-Mita 264 Parque Provincial Playa de los Amonites 429 Quequén 136 (Brazil) 138 '
Necochea 18, 136-7 Jardin Japonés 62 Volcan Tupungato 322 Playa del Emir (Uruguay) 532, 508-9 : Querandi people 558 Pa(rﬂ“etﬁ"z‘zga' Los Glaciares
Neuquén 3389 Parque Aguitre 253 Parque Sierra de San Javier 251 Playa Escondida 129 i Quilmes 253 Par iy N) ional Nahuel Huapi 370
newspapers 589 Parque General San Martin 305 Parque Temaikén 53 Playa Grande 129 } Quinia Lss Gimbues 10D Parg:z N:Z:Z:al Toarrtl:: dergg;ne
Nido de Aguila 291 Parque Pi Parque Yatana 475 Playa La Perla 129 p
que Piedra Buena 382 e (Chile) 464
Northeast, the 37. 142-3 Parque Yatana 475 Paseo del Bosque 109 Playa Varlese‘ 129 ‘R rock music 577
accommodations 140 Paseo del Bosque 109 Paso de las Nubes 370 Playa Waikiki 129 ¢ radio 589 Rodeo 333
climate 140 arque Aguirre 253 Paso de los Libr6e(s)g73-4 Plaza de Mayo 47 { rafting 20,33.31 Roque Séenz Pefia 201-3
food 140 arque Archaeologico Colo passports 552, pop music 577 i Aluming 345 i Rosari
: Rosario 141-50, 144-5
highlights 142-3 Michi-Co 344 Patagonia 39, 378-469, 581-4, 380-1 population 548, 556 ; 1 :
: i Bariloche 363-4 oute of the Artisans 238
travel seasons 140 : Parque das Aves 189 accommodations 378 Porvenir (Chile) 493-4 Barreal 331 ugby 569
i Parque de la Costa 104 climate 378 Posadas 175-8, 175 Chos Malal 343 uins
_0 arque de los Menhires 252 food 378 postal services 594-5 El Bols6n 373 El Shincal 260
Ocampo, Victoria 132 i " oz0 yerte Mendoza 305 Loreto 179
B 23 i Parque Nacional Baritti 216 i pato 569 provincial parks, see also national Necochea 136 Pucara 213
. : Parque Nacional Bernardo O'Higgins  : Paysandu (Uruguay) 523-5 parks & reserves ; )
opening hours 549, 592 + i Ty (Uruguay) AR Parque Nacional Do Iguagu Quilmes 253
orcas 584 i (Chile) 461 i penguin watching 493, 584 Parque Provincial (Brazil) 188 San lanacio Mini 179
¢ Parque Nacional Calilegua 216 : : Aconcagua 320-2 ) an Ignacio Mini 179-81, 164
: i Antarctica 487 Potrerilllos 317 Santa Ana 179
i Parque Nacional Chaco 201 Bahia Bustamante 403 Parque Provincial dnid A
: : ahia Sdstamante Ernesto Tornquist 121 Salta 227 Santa Maria la Mayor 179
: Parque NAaCIonal Do lguagu Banco Cormorén 408 _ rnesto qrnguxs sa inde L i
n Martin de Los Andes 352 Trinidad 177
(Brazil) 188-90 Cabo Dos Bahias 402 Parque Provincial ’ 4 :  Ininida
¢ Parque Nacional £l Palmar 171-2 e Pl i Ischigualasto 335 i VillaPehuenia 346 i Ruta de los Siete Lagos 10, 354,
000 Map pages  Parque Nacional EI Rey 236 aba Polonio (Uruguay) Parque Provincial Miguel Lillo 136 i Rawson 399 354,354-5

000 Photo pages ¢ Parque Nacional guazi 186-8 Falldand Islands/isias Mahirsu Parque Provincial Payunia 326 Recoleta 59-61, 60 Ruta Nacional 40 417, 26
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safety 99, 595-6
hitchhiking 553, 605
road 604-5
Salazar 345
Salinas Grandes 235
Salta 12, 37, 222-34, 224-5,12
accommodations 227-31
drinking 232-3
entertainment 232-3
food 231-2
medical services 233
shopping 233
sights 222-7
tourist offices 233
tours 227
travel to/from 234
travel within 234
Salta province 205-45, 206-7, 208-
accommodations 204
climate 204
food 204
highlights 206-7
travel seasons 204
Salto (Uruguay) 526-8
Salto Arrechea 187
Salto del Penitente (Uruguay) 533
Salto San Martin 187
Saltos del Mocona 180
Saltos del Quequén 136
San Agustin de Valle Fértil 333-4
San Antonio de Areco 112-15, 113
San Antonio de los Cobres 235
San Carlos 239-40
San Clemente del Tuyti 125
San Ignacio 179-81
San Ignacio Mini 179-81, 164
San Isidro 103
San José de Jachal 333
San Juan 328-30, 332
San Luis 294-5
San Martin de los Andes 351-7, 352
San Rafael 322-4, 323
San Telmo 13, 54-5, 48-9,13
Santa Ana 179
Santa Fe 150-4, 151
Santa Maria 252
Santa Maria la Mayor 179
Santa Rosa 121-3
Santiago del Estero 253-6, 255
Seclantas 238
senior travelers 590
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000 Map pages
000 Photo pages

i Seno Otway 456

i Sierra de la Ventana 120-1
i skiing & snowboarding 20, 32, 374-5
: ¢ Tandil 115-20 ‘
tango 22, 88-91, 548, 576,22, 89,91
i taxes 594

taxi travel 605

i Teatro Colon 53,72-3
telephone services 17, 596-7
i tennis 557

i Termas de Rio Hondo 257

i Termas Marinas 125

i theater 548

i theaters

Bariloche 361

Caviahue 342

Cerro Chapelco 357
Cerro Perito Moreno 377
Esquel 416

Las Lefias 12, 326-7,12
Los Penitentes 319
Mendoza 305

San Martin de Los Andes 352
Ushuaia 475, 476-7

Villa la Angostura 359
Villa Pehuenia 346

i skydiving 33
i smoking 589, 596

snorkeling, see diving &
snorkeling

snowboarding, see skiing &
snowboarding

soccer, see fltbol
i soybeans 581
i sports 557

Stanley 414
stately homes, see palaces &
mansions

i subway 605
¢ surfing

Cabo Polonio (Uruguay) 544

La Paloma (Uruguay) 540

Mar del Plata 132

Miramar 137

Necochea 136

Punta del Diablo (Uruguay) 545
Punta del Este (Uruguay) 533
Rodeo 333

Villa Gesell 127

¢ swimming, see also beaches

Aguas Calientes 344
Bahia Bustamante 403
Buenos Aires 66-7
Cafayate 241
Cosquin 283
El Cadillal 251
El Volcan 297
La Cumbrecita 290
La Falda 284
Merlo 293
Mina Clavero 291
Montevideo (Uruguay) 505
Papagayos 298
Parque Nacional

Lago Puelo 377
Piriapolis 530
Reserva Natural de Merlo 293
Tandil 118
Tilcara 216

: P
¢ Tacuarembd (Uruguay) 528

theme parks

thermal baths, see hot springs &

Tierra del Fuego 39, 470-94, 584,

¢ Tierra Santa 63 ‘
i Tigre 103-5
§ Tilcara 213-18 ‘
i time 551, 556, 597
i tipping 551, 594

i Toba people 200

i toilets 597

¢ Tolhuin 490 {
{ tourist information 597-8 N
3 Train to the Clouds 234-5 ‘
i train travel

trekking, see hiking

i Trelew 395-9, 396

i Tren alas Nubes 234-5
Tren Patagonico 386

i Tres Lagos 429

i Trevelin 420-1

Trinidad ruins 177

i Tucuman 245-50, 246-7
i Tunuyan 322

i Tupungato 330
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i UFOs 286

unemployment 566
¢ Uqufa 219

Tafi del Valle 250-2

Teatro Colén 53,72-3
Teatro Juan de Vera 159
Teatro Nacional Cervantes 59

Puerto San Julian 409 |
Tierra Santa 63 !
Tigre 104 i

thermal baths
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accommodations 470
climate 470
food 470
highlights 472
travel seasons 470

to/from Argentina 601
within Argentina 605

Uritorco 286
Uruguay 39, 495-554, 498-9
accommodations 495, 549
budget 496
climate 495
drinks 496, 548
embassies 549-50
exchange rates 496
food 495, 496, 548
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highlights 498-9
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internet access 550
money 550-1
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travel seasons 495
travel to/from 496, 552
travel within 552-4
visas 496, 552
Ushuaia 11, 18, 471-82, 474-5,
11,484
accommodations 478-80
activities 475-7
drinking 481
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food 480-1
medical services 481
shopping 481
sights 471-5
tourist offices 481-2
tours 477-8
travel to/from 482
travel within 482
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vacations 595

Valle de Calingasta 330-2

Valle de Conlara 298

Valle de la Luna 335

Valle de las Pinturas 124

Valle de las Sierras Puntanas 296-8
Valle de Uco 321

Valle del Lunarejo (Uruguay) 530

Valles Calchaquies 236-40

i vegan & vegetarian travelers 83, 575
¢ Ventisquero Negro 370
 vicufias 239

: Viedma 379-83

i Villa General Belgrano 283, 290
i Villa Gesell 127-8

: Villa la Angostura 358-60

¢ Villa Ocampo 103

Villa Pehuenia 346

¢ Villa Serrana (Uruguay) 533

¢ Villa Traful 357-8

: Villa Ventana 122

¢ Villavicencio 317

! visas 17,598

Uruguay 552

 Volcan Batea Mahuida 346
i Volcan Copahue 343
 Volcan Domuyo 343

¢ Volcdn Lanin 349

¢ Volcan Tupungato 322

{ volunteering 552, 598-9
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‘W, the 462, 466-7
walking, see hiking

i War of the Triple Alliance 563
i weather 16, 21-3

Welsh settlement 397, 563
whale watching 22, 390-1, 549
Antarctica 487
Cabo Dos Bahias 402
Cabo Polonio (Uruguay) 543
Falkland Islands/
Islas Malvinas 413
Peninsula Valdés 13
Puerto Madryn 383
Puerto Pirdmides 390-1
Punta Norte 394
Reserva Faunistica
Peninsula Valdés 389

Reserva Faunistica
Punta Loma 389

i white-water rafting, see rafting

Wichi people 200

i wildlife, see animals
¢ windsurfing 33

El Cadillal 251

Mar Chiquita 129

Montevideo (Uruguay)

Puerto Deseado (Chile)

Puerto Madryn 385

Rodeo 333

San Clemente del Tuy( 125
wine 9, 20, 308-311, 574, 9,
308-10,538 !

festivals 21

i wine regions

Cafayate 240-1 =
Chilecito 264 &
Mendoza 306, 316

Neuquén 338

San Juan 332

San Rafael 323

Valle de Uco 321

women travelers 552, 599
i work 599
World Heritage sites

Alta Gracia 286-90

Colonia del Sacramento (Uruguay)
11, 516-21, 518, 11, 508

Cueva de las Manos 427

Manzana Jesuitica 269-71

Quebrada de Humahuaca 8, 212-21,
8 21415

Reserva Faunistica
Peninsula Valdés 389-94, 390

Santa Catalina 287, 279
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Yavi 222
yellow fever 592
yoga 67
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Buenos Aires 53, 62

La Plata 109

Parque das Aves 189
Roque Saenz Pefia 202
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Reviews are organised by author preference.
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@) Walking
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Sleeping
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Drinking
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these places as demonstrating
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environmentally friendly way,
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Geographic
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Lighthouse
Lookout
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Oasis

Park
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Waterfall
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Andy Symington

Iguaz Falls & the Northeast; Salta & the Andean Northwest Andy's r@l "
with Argentina is a story of four generations: his grandmother lived he |
1920s, and her father had a mate plantation in Corrientes province. An i
visited the country with his own father, the start of a long love affair that las
involved many trips all around the continent, a spell living and working i1 st
Aires, and a deep-rooted respect for provincial Argentina. Andy hails from Alis
tralia, lives in northern Spain, and has contributed to many Lonely Planet guidebooks.

Lucas Vidgen

Cordoba & the Central Sierras; Mendoza & the Central Andes;

Bariloche & the Lake District Lucas first visited Argentina in 2001, and was
captivated by the country's wide open spaces and cosmopolitan cities, The Hiije
amounts of quality beef and wine didn't go unnoticed, either. Lucas has canti il
uted to a variety of Latin American Lonely Planet titles including variots acitions
of the Argentina and South America books. He currently lives in Quetzaltaia

Guatemala where he publishes — and occasionally works on — the city's leading nrghtlifarm ﬂtmu
magazine, XelaWho (www.xelawho.com).
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